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Dr, Junius Bird, Curator of Archeology at the American Museum of
Natural History,will give an illustrated leoture on Ifew World Archeology
at 3:00 P,l, Thursday February 23 in l'ondred Liurary TLounge, Rice Uni-
versity, H.,A.3. members are cordially invited to attend,

Dr, J, L, ¥isher, Assistant Professor of Anthronelogv at Tulane
University will give a-lecture entitled "Lzmnguage and Cultural Zvolut-
ion" at 7330 P,M, Taursday, March 2, in the I, D, Anderson Library
Au%itorium, University of Houstoun, H,A.,3, members are cordially ine
vited,

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

A POINT FROM PIGGY LAKR
3y G, ¥, Bailey

On December 17, 1960, this writcr found on the becach at Pesgy
Lake a triangular projectile point bearing some unususzl featureg,

Peggy Lake is an inlet or bay opening onto the Houston Ship Chane-
nel, Practically thc¢ entire bcocach for o distance of 100' to 300' in-
land is composcd of a numoer of ‘overlapping shell middens, Wave action
is constantly washing azrtifacts out of thne middens and exposing them
on the beach,

The first thing to be noted about this projectile¢ point is that
it has been reworked from a previous supposedly broken point, This is
apparcnt in that the original artifact acquircd a marked degree of
patenation and the patination was not comnletely removed in working it
into its present form, Derth of patination is ,020" (determined by
depth micrometer ).

Secondly, the basal area of the original point was utilized as the
base of the present artifact, The patination at the base was not re-
moved in reworking the present artifact, thus, the workmanship at and
near the base of the original artifact can be noted, Aparently, the
original point was thinned at the base by the removal of long, narrow,
parallel fleskes running longitudinally down cach face of the point,
the longest of thesc thinning flckes is 1 3/8" long,

Third, the prescnt artEfact resembles the projectile peint type
Kobs Triangular which is fouad in this arca, The Kobs Triangular typc
is defined as a late Neolitlmic type agsociated with small arrow points
such ag the Alba, Perdiz and Sczllorn (Joe Ben Wheat River Basin Sur-
veys Papers No, 4 Pt, 1), Both Kobs and the point in discussion have
triangular rccurvate bladces,; the Kobs usually having a convex bage
wherecas this point has a slightly concave bass, Both are umnotched,

From these three featurcs, some general assumptions may be cXe
pressed, The degree of patination would suggest at least an Archaic
affiliation, Also suggcsting great age of the original point would be
the basal thinning usuclly characteristic of Paleo-Indian types, such -
a8 Plainview and Milnes=nd, Therefore, it would seecm that a projectile
point was made whose base was thinncd in a manner to be likened to tech-
niques in use in Faleo-Indian times, This original point, being lost by
its owner, was subjcgted to the weather for a sufficient period of
time to accumulate a degrse of patination, The point was found during
late prehictoric times and reworked into its present form,

Notet This peint illustrated on next page.



g%

Go- o

HoAsS, NEWSLETTER - 2 A= Moreh 1961

A1l remaining flakes of original
point struck longitudinelly

% Base slightly retouched on
¢ thi’,fcce
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Potinized ¥§~

area left “
unshaded 4™

SAME EDGE OF OPFCSITE FACES §iOW SECONDARY SH/RPENING

LENGTH - 2 7/3"
Width at Base - l%n
Thickness - 9/32n

Color - Deep Brown
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BAYTOWN PREHISTORIC ITOUNDS
By 7. L. Atwood

I have reviewed letter received from Dr, Frank H, H, Roberts, Jr,,
Director, Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American ZIthnology;,; Vash-
ington 25, D, C., dated February 4, 1960, In order to clarify the type
of Indian mounds found along the Galveston Bay area, this letter is
being quoted in fulls

®Tt is o 1little difficult to state precisely what characteristics
are necessary to determine thot o mound was purposely constructed by
aboriginies, In the case of those structures containing refuse material,
potsherds, ete,y I do not think there would be any question, It is not
uncommon to find a situation such as you describe where a natural for-
metion was uscd os the base for a subsequent mound, In the case of
shell meunds particularly it probwbly is attributable to the fact that
the Indians camped on the natural eminence and in the course of their
occupation built up o mound as o result of the throwing away of the
shells and other refuse from their focd, together with the notural accu-
mulation incident to an occupation area, I am not fomilior with exom-
ples where usc apporently woas moke of the wind to help build mounds,

In the cose you describe it may have been intentiongl or it could well
heve been a purely accidentol result of the location and prevailing
direction of the wing&,

"I am enclosing a partiacl list of mounds and their corbone14 dates,
There are others which have been dated, but we do not have the informae
tion as to their ages at this time, The oldest mounds thus far dated
have been shell mounds, In view of the fact it w.uld scem that yaur
date of 3300 yecars before the present is not too old, “

"In view of the shell deposits and midden r;fuse 1ncumobnt in the
mounds whick you have studicd, it scums to me that you would be Justlfl-

¢d in classing the featurc as a mound, .

After having spent considcrable time and «ffegr in establishing that
thesc sites were the result of the work of prehistoric men, I have reach-
ed the counclusion they should be classed as Indian mounds, but not the
type previously found in the western hemisphere, Some of the mounds
show occupational strata, while others do not, Radioc carbon test has
oeen obtained from wood that came from one of these mounds, and the
results show the mound weas constructed 400 years ago, Artifacts found
in the soil from this same site are of a much older period, therefore,
it would appera that these objects were in the soil when this portion
of the mound was consgtructed, This is the only site I have ever heard
)f where there is conclusive proof that Indians transplanted trees,
apparently for the purpose of having either a hedge row, or possibly a
windbreak, The idea of a hedge row may have been obtained from ship-
wrékked sailors of the same period,

The evidence is quise clear that these mounds were constructed as
a3 result of gilt, sand, clay, and even midden refuse, being rcmoved from
mud flats and deposited on high ground, The purpose may have been to
increase production of Rangia clams, whieh was apparently a staple food
for the Indians of the areca for a long pgriod of time, Perhaps the term
ABORIGINAL SPOIL BANKS would be more appropriate,



o ©

HyoAsS¢ Newsletter - 4 - March 1961~

LITIRATURE

Your junior editor spent the last week-end reading the last.elght
editions of the G,0.A.3, newsletter and emerged from the task with a
sweet humility which raturally results from the discovery that we
aren't alone in the field and that many of our co-.workers are extremel
competent, If there are any other such native members inm cur scciety
who haven't read any of thesc¢ newsletiers. we heartly recommend that
you teke the first ovpportunity availavic to do so,

Many good newaletters are beiug punlished eround the state which
we need to rend in oxder to consider ourgelves active amateur archeolo.
gists, This is the ceongaince of your editors gpesking, We haven't
reod enough of them to discuss them as they should be discussed, So
ony help from members concerning the contents of these various newse
lectters will be welcome.

"The llustang" puvlished by the Texas Memorial Museum frequently
has articles of interesst to Archeologist dus at least irn part to the
fact that the director has hig Ph, D, in Anthropclogy. Dr. 7. 7. New-
comd ¥, is autnor of the ariiclie "Iuvdian Trikes of Texas" which appemz
ed in the last builetin of T, A,S, and a new hook from the University
of Texas Press sntitled 1re Ircdians of Texas from Prehistoriz to Mederr
Times, The recent acquiniticn oy T.0L..L, 0f Dot ann Suar, the senior
autnor of the T,A.S. handbooclk. 1ag resulted in at least one article in
the "lMustang" ¢ntitled “fhe Dam Race!,

WTexas Archeology® is the newsletier of our state socicty "The
Texas Archeologicel Society”, It is grented along with membership and
the bullétin for ;5,00 per vear. It is published under the editiorship
of Dr, E, Mott Davie, Rescarch Scicntist of U.T, (Alex Krieger's old
job), The gquality of this newsletter ig high £5r obvicus reasons., Dr,
Davig is a full time professicnal crcheologist with the experience and
compatency expaaied only from prcfessicrals, D2. C. B, Webkt "lir, Caddo
the Shrevepor® pediatbtricion being an esxcevpiion, Dr, Davis (Harvard
graduate, clesamate cf J, P, Kernedy) writes with a mastary of the
Inglish language which is a delight to the eye and a pleasure to the
senges, The encouragement given to II,A,S. and other regional societies
by "Texas Archeology"! is commendable,

RECONIVAISSAIICE AND AXCAVATICN e e

The juniox ediftor has been burning gasoline on week-.ends in an
effort to learn the nature of the archeolcgy of the La Porte arca,

Many sherds werc found at FPeggy Iake, end also ore fire noint last weeke
end which will be disgpiaycd at the comming mecting, George Bickley

has also revealed the location of twe finme sites on Clear ITake one of
which has prodvced some¢ sherds with patch holes which will als30 be on
display at the next meeting,

The Sceciety dig isn't dead, it's just hibernating, It will be re-
vived with the arrivel c¢f Sprirgz and better weather., Anyone interested
in working any Suncay corntact either your junior editor or Gordon Bailey
and we can almoat guarantee enough manpower to put in a good day, A4nd

probably transporiation for anyone needing it,
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MISCELLANHEOTS

A progress report on the "Pottery Symposium” seecms in order, The
specakers were as followss

Dr, J, F. Bpstein - *Problems Posed by the
Distribution of Stirrup Spouts in N, A.*

Dr, ®, lott Davis - #Pottery Sorting, and the Mecan-
ing of Pottery Typest,

B, R. Ring - Discussion of “Galcna Midden® ceramics,

Zdwerd B, Jelks -~ “Beremic Traditions of Southeast
Texash,

Dr, T, M. Campbell - “9Rocknort Focus Pottery?,
The Problems of Origins

Raymond Talley - “Pottery From Brazcsport Area of
Brazoria Ccunty, Texost,

Re B, Jorthingtdn - "San Jacinto Tares, A Proposed
Fottery Tyne',

Dr, dpstein has not been contacted as yet to determine whcether or
not he wishes his talk published,. Dr, B, Mott Davis has submitied his
paper for publicotion, T, R, Ring has declined to publish his tolk,
Bdward B, Jelks has his poper whieh wes tronseribed from the tape and
is at present in the process of prenaring it for publication, Dr, TN,
Campbell hos submitted his paper for publiation, Raoymond Talley has
agrced to publish Liis popor and is now in the process of vrenaring it,
R, B, Wourthingtin has 2lso agreoed to summit hisg but has not yet finished
it,

In summary, B. R. Ring hoas ded ined to submit his poper., Gommite
tments have been obtaincd from all other spenkers except Dr. Tpstein,
who has not yet been contocted, Zdword Jelks, Raymond Wallecy and R. B.
Jorthington are in the process of writing or rewriting their popers,

Dr, Davis and Dr, Compbell haove completced their work and submitted their
papers, :

Although the symposium wag quite a while back progress has been
made, lirs, m, P, Caskey has been a great help in transcribing tapcs and
typing drafts, Gordon Bailey c©lso transcribed taves, Alan R, Duke hes
locned his copy of the symposium tape fur this work, John J, Dieclkmen
handled the corregpondence untill his recent departure for California,
This project promises tc be truly a society effort,






