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Dr. 3unius Bird, Curator of Archeology at 'the American Mj18eum of
Natural llis3toryp'77ill give an illustrated- 1e'oture on New World izrchegloRy .-
at 3:CC P,1,1, ThurMay Fe3ruary 23 'in .?ondred "Library T,ounge» Rice Uni~ "'
versity. ii.A.S. memberS"" are cordially invited to attend,

Dr. J, L, Fisher, 1!L3si$3tant Profeesor of Anth"ror)o1oW' at Tulane
University will .give 'a-'1ectuiie entitled "Lcx)guaGe ana Cultural 3voIut~
ion" at 7 :30 Em Thursday, E.larch 2 , in the t:, D, Anderson Library
Auditorium, Univemity of lious icm, PI,A,S, members are cordially inm

jl vitcd,

0 SPECIAL CO!'"TRI3UTIONS

a I?OIZTT Fr.c)}\{ PEGGY LAKE
3y G , F, 3ailey

On Deceinoer 17, 1C60, this writer found on the "ouach at P%"9'T
Lake a trianguilar projectile point bearing some unumza1 fe&ture3,

j?e€Cy Lake is an inlmt or bczy opening onto the Houston Ship Cham
ne1, Practically thc· entire beach for n di8tance of 100' to 300' ii"im
land 18 c'.)rai)(jaud :of a number 'or 'overla?Z)ing sheLI middens, \7ave ac t ion
is conEtant1y washing artifi-}cts out of tne middens and exposing them
on the beach,

The firgt thing to be noted about this projectile point is that
it has been reworked from a pri'2viou3 auppomdly broken point, This is
apparent in that the original artifact acquired a marked degree of
patenation and the Datination wits not corn1etcly removed in working it
into its ?resent €orm, Depth of µatinatic)n 13 .020" (determined by
depth micrometer )w

Secondly, the basal area of the original point zms utilized a8 the
base of the present artifact, The patination at the bazie was not re~
moved in reworking the pr·2s3ent artifact, thus, the workmanship at and
near the base of the original artifact can be noted. Aparently, the
originai. point was thinned ezt the base by the removal of Long, narroz7,
parallel f1alce3 running 1ongitudin:i1iy down each face of the point,
the longest of these thinning f1?.kq3 is I 3/8" long.

Third, the present art9tmit resembles the projectile point typo'
Kob3 Triangular which is found in this area. The KoM TriZmgular type
is defined as a late Iteolithic type e.ssociated viith small arrow points .
such as the Alba, Fzrdiz md Sc::1iorn (Joe Ben ¶heat River Basin Sur-
veys Papers No, 4 pt, I), Both ICob3 and the pcAnt in dimcussion have ..
trianeu1ar recurvatc blades, the K(jb8 usually having a convex base

b where¶s this point ha$3 a slightly cbncava base, Both are unnotched,From these three features, some general as33umptions may bu ex~
a pre3sed, The de€ree of patination would su€ga:3t at 1ea3t an Archaic

affiliation, AIBO suggu3ting great age of the (jrigin?.1 point would be
the basal thinning usually characteristic of Paleomlndian types, such · '
as Plainview and Ali1nesand. Therefore, it would seem that a projectile
pcint was ruade who3e 'base was thinned in a manner to be likened 'to tech-
niques in use in F'aleo-inUan time3. This original point, being 1oa.t.by
it3 owner, waei aubjerjted to the weather for a 3ufficient period of
time tu accumulate a degree of patinatian, The point was' found during
late prehistoric times and reworked into its present form,

Note: This point illustrated on next page.
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MYTOI7N PREEIISTO'IIC !.:OU78DS
By ':t. L. Atwo od

I have reviewed letter received from Dr, Frank H. H, Roberts, jr,,
Director, Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnoiogy, :.Tash-
ington 25, D, C., dated February 4, 1960, In order to clarify the type
of Indian mounds found along the Galveston 3ay area, this letter is
being quoted in full:

0
oIt is Cl little difficult to 3tate precisely what ch£.r?.cteristicg

e are necessary to determine thc:t a mound was pur:)ogely corwtructed by

0 :iboriginies. In the cc:se of tko8e structure3 containing refuse mo.terialg
potsherds, etc., I do not think there would be r.ny que:3tion, It 1$3 not
uncommon to find a 8ituation such as you describe where a natural for~
meition w33 used :zs the baae for cl subsequent mound, In the c,2sc of
,3he11 mounds p2rticu1?.r1y it probably 18 attributable to the fact that
the Indiarw camped on the natural eminence and in the course of their
occupation built up 2 mound c23 si remit of the throwing t..way of the
shells cmd uther refme frm their food, together with the nr.tural aCCum
mulation incident to e.n occup?.tion circa. I c!l!1 not f:mi1i:.r z'tith exc!lnm
pIes where u8c ?.p??.rent1'/ 17?.$3 m7.ke of the wind to hulp build muunds,
In the cc.s3c you de3cribe it my have been intenti'.mc.l i)r it could well
have been 2. purely accident:il result of the location and prevailing
directUm jf the win&,

"I am enclosing a parti31 1i3t tjf moun'is and their Ct.rbgnm14 dates,
There are others which have been dated, but we Cij mt have the i-nf>rmm
tion as to thuir a€e3 at this time, The oLdest LluL!ndS thus far dated
have been 8he11 mounds, In view ,ji the fact it w ju1d scum that your. ·
date of 3300 years before the pre3ent is not too old, . · -· · -

"In view of the shell deposits and midden refuse incumbent in the
m{)und8 whick you have sttidi<d, it seems to me that you would be justifi-
ed in classing the .fcaturc as a mound," · · · .- · -

After having spent conUderable time and Uffor in establishing that
the3c sites were the result jf the mrk of prehistoric men, I have reach-
ed tha ccmc1usion they shuu1d be classed as Indian mounds, but not the
tyj?e prevL.maiy fcmnd in' the western h,mi3phere, Some of the mounds
shaw occupational strata, while others do not, Radio carbon test has
Deen obtained frjm wood that cane fr:.)m jne of the3e mounds, and the
results siijw the mound was c )n3tructed 400 years ago, Artifacts found
in the soil from thi3 8ame site are of a much older period, therefore,
it would appera that these object3 were in the aoil when thi3 porticn

0 :)f the mound was constructed, This is the only site I have ever heard

3 jf where there 18 conclusive proof that Indians transplanted trees,

0 apparently for the _purpose of having either a hedge row, or possibly a.qindbreak, The idea of a hedge row may have been obtained from ship~
Nrekked sai1or8 of the 3ame period,

The evidence is quiibe clear that these mounds were constructed a3
a remit of 13i1t, 3and, clay, and even midden refuse, being rcmoved from
:nud flats and deposited on high ground, The purpose may have been to
increase production of Rangia clam, whiBh weu3 apparently a staple food
for the Indiam of the area for a long pUriod of time, Perhaps the term
ABORIGINAL SPOIL BANKS i"tou1d be more appropriate,
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LIT3RATui"a "" '

Your junior editor 8Ijent the 1a3t week-end readiog the last eight
editions of the G,C,A.'3,"ne'idletter and eraerged frcm the task with a
sweet humility which RaCura1iy results frcm the di:movery that we .
aren' t alone in the field and that maxty of our co-morkers ere ext.reme1;
competent, If there are &ny other such native members in cur 8cciety
who haven' t read any of them L?ew31etters. w2 heartly recommend that
you tcke the fir2t opportunity e.vai=bie to do so,

Mremy good nermj.atters ara b43iiig puh3 j shed. e.round the st3te which
we need to rec.d in orclar to c':mUder our":jujres e.ctive a"nate,ur archeo1o.
gist8, This is thtz cen:mince cjf your editorl3 $3peakz.ne. We haven ' t
read enough of them to Gi.scuss thmn a3 they 3hould be dismissed, So
any help from mt'mbem coricerning the conten C$3 of these v&rioua new~
Ietter8 will be "aeiccm's,

" 'Rte Zlu3tan€" rl:t'1i.3hed by the Texas Memorial !fu3eu!n freqiently
has articles cif inters'st to Archeol:ogist due at least 1r part to the
fact that. the director has hie Ph,, D, in Anthropc·lcigy. Dj". I7, ":7. Nevm
cornb ,:x . is auttic'r of the "arZicl e "Iiulian Trites o?: Te:tas'° which appem
ed i.n tile last bu:'j.eun oF ToA,S, a-nd a. riew kook from the University

of Texas Press entitled The Ir;(?.'Lm3 of Te:;ag from p? chi s1tmri:: Cc) Moderr
Tim.e3, The recent &,cguim.ticn 3:t' I':·l[AL of Tjcc Ann Suhn:., thc senior
author of the T..i,S, har;dtgcjk, has rmuj.ted in at 1eaat one article in
the "1',tustang" cn bi.T.Ied '·1hc 3am Race",

"Texm Arc:p:co?.ogr' 13 the :iewej.etter of our :Nate 8ocifty "The
Texa8 Archeologzce.]. Society", It 1.13 grented e.Zong with m.embership and
the bu11Ctin f(j:r .,j5,0U per year, It ia pa"!:dished under thc editordiip
of Dr, E, Mott DaMs, Reseureb Scientit:t of U,T, (Aiex Krie£er's old
job) , The qualit'/' cI thi8 newsletter is hi.gh Mr oMicus rc'asom, Dr,
i)Qvi¶¶ is a full E-:i.me p"c)fessicna..Z e.r".-l:eo1ogist with the ex?erie:ctce a.nd
co!Tlp3tency exp.2:"'"u'c'. o:Uy from grcfeas j ch.aZ3, D.:', C, Z, ',7eit "l.ir'. Caddo
the Shrevzmrt pcdin tricixm being a2 F.?>:?e?Zion , Fr, D:zvis (Elm"rard
graduate, cla33aEit.3 cf :i, F, "K42r!ne:iy) wri tes with a iziamt. m" of the
English Iangumge which is a Cieizght to the eye ar.d a pleasure to the
8enges, The encouragement given to iLA,S, aiid other regicma1 3ocieties
by "Texas Arcb.eo1ogy" 13 commendable,

RECOKMAISSA=3 A1·TD FUCA"TATIC1v' ·-. -...

The jur.iGE editor has been burning ga801ine on week-ena3 in an
effort to learn the nature of the aremeo1c€y of the La Porte area,
Many sherU were "found at Feggsy Iakc, and czlso one fire point last weekw
end. which wi11 be disT):Layed at the comniing meeting. George 3i.ckley
has a1sc' revmied the location of twc fine sites on Clear Lake one of
which has produced some sherds with patch hotes which "iri11 aIU be on
display at the next meeting,

T?ie Scciety dj.bb isn't dead, it's just hibernating. It wi.11 be re-
vived with the arrival cf Spring and better weather, Anyone interested
in working any Sunday contact either your junior eciitor or Gordon Bailey
and we can alno3t guarar:tee cnougn manj)ower to put in a good day. And
probably transportatioii for anyone needing it,
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A proCress report on the "Pottery Symposium" seems in order, The
spc'akers were as fo11ows :

Dr. j. I?. 3mtein - "problem po3ed by the .
Di8tribution of Stirrup Spouts "in N. A."

Dr. = Ifott Davis - "Potter"T Sorting, and the Xean~
ing of Pottery Types",

E. 3. Ring - Di3cussign of "Galena Etidden" ceramics,
=Gw€4rd 13. Jelks3 - "Bermic Traditions of Southemt

Texa.:r' ,

. Dr. T. i:. Campbell ~ ·'Rock!?jrt F3cus pottery" .The Pmb1ems of Origins
Mymond 3allt·y - "Pottery From 3re.zcspurt Area of

Erazoria Ccunty, Texas".
R. 13. 7orthinlst(jn - "Sam jacintj Je.res, A Proposed

Pottery Tyye".

Dr, Fpstein'has not been contacted a8 yet to determine whuther or
not he wi8hu8 his talk published. . Dr. 3, Iiiott Davis3 E?.13 submitted hi3
paper for public?-ti")n. = R. Ring has declined to publish hi3 tc:1k,
Edword 3, Ielks hc'.s his i)c.i")er whicii i/?,s tre.riseribed fram the t3pe and
is at brt"sent in the Ijr3ci?soo jf E.rc:)aring it for pub1ic:ition, Dr. T,N.
Campbell hz. 3 submittud his pmcr for 9ub1icjti,)n, imm!oi]el ','3lley h=
agrc'ed tj publish liis P:?'jur c.ncl 1,3 no'ni in the I)r·3cc38 jf i")rep:jring it,
R. 13. "Krthingt- n 11?.3 ?.ElO :jgrcj·a tu su'mit his but has not yet finished
it,

In mmmary 9
tmunt8 have been
who has n o t yet
jorthingtun ?.re
Dr. Davis and jjr

E. R. Ring has ded ined
obtti.im.:i from alt other
been cgnt?.ctdd. Fdvmrd j

in the ,?rjceas of writing
. CanSoell have eora"Aetud

to submit his ,)aper. CominiM
spe'Uccrs except Dr. Epstein,
elks, R?:ym3·nd .k.lluy and R. B.
or rt-uriting their p:".pera,
their wjrk md submitted ·their

gp?.pers, ·
Although the sy7npo3ium was quite a while back progrem he.s been

made, Elrs, 'M. P, Caskey h= been a gree.t help in tran3cribing tames and
typing drafts, Gordon 3ai1ey cj33 tranmribtd tapes, Alan R. Duke"hm

Ijaned hi8 copy of the sy!np38ium t2pe fur this work, john j, Diec!anem
handled the corre3p,)ndcnce untill his recent Cep?.rtura for California,
Thi3 pruject pru!nise8 to be truly a 8ociety effort,
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T"i3 7IOUSTOIC ARCKFOLOGICAL SOCIZTY E=.£B=S . 0

Anderson, 'blr's Il. ".t: '"'
Atwo od, ',7. L,
Bailey, Gordon P,
13ickley Geo, Yi,
Caldwell, Charles G.

G Caskey, '.hn. p,
t Caskey, I'lr8 "·m, P,

Dieck,n:m, John j,
Dieclman, 14rs, john j,
Duke, Aim R,
Duke, Bruce R,
Duke , Gc'.ry A,
Dunn , D=l'jn G,
Fleriing, C!mries
Fleniing g !·!rs. Charle 3
Fleming , L'like
Prank, iuine (Iirl3, W, R.)
Gallmher, Dr, ,irt
Ga11enkar.ip, Charee3 13,
Hc'.mier9 j. D,
Hatiier, K, P,
Hartr.iam, H. F,
llo.rtmc.n, Hrs, m F,
Hc.rtrmn , Dtmie1
Heartfield, Lorraine
Kii1b, john
Lars an g Val
Len3 , L:miiAi .
LewU, jjonaid R,
Lewis, blrs D, R,
!Uewhinn ey , H,
Moore , .Billy
Ney1and, '.7ayne
Ney1and, Dwayne
New1in , Ivan
iCorbeck, Dr. Edward

3710 Herrick "
154 Ruth, 3aytovm
6002 Brady
729 Skylark, Patw.dena
702 S, Circleg Xzytown
P.0,13ox 93, BelL:ire

«
2637 Spruce, 3akemfiald, Cal.

u "
1706 Oaks jjr,, Pmadeno.

H

II

5401 Nina Lee Lane
6511 Ardmore

It

:O

5200 Chestnut St, , J3el1e.irt'
5867 Herun Dr,
F,O,BjX 22433, Houston 27
15521 Ch?.!?lin M,
15539 Chaplin .Ad.
Box 3292, Ek',ytot"m

CI

n
1385 - 23rd. , Beaumont, Texa3
558C Linbrook
1457 Curtin
4390 Harvest Lane
3642 3roadmead Dr,

a
C/O Houston Po3t
8138 Wnn
4300 ',7alker

IV

4440 Mckinney Ave,
Dept, of Antliropo1ogy & Sociology
Rice University, Housb n I
5508 Community Dr,
609 Circle Dr. , Baytovm
316 S, i7ebster, Norman, Okia,
6421 13ayway Dr. g Baytovm
5631 Sanford Rd. , Houston 35
104 Kenwood Dr. , Conroe, Texas

a
1415 Lynnview

I!

5226 Enyart, Houston 21
5525 Huesache
719 S, Iowa, La porte
506 = Thoma3 , Pasadena
30 m. Shady Lane
4216 '.7alker

blO 5~4'134 '

17A 1-1240
HU 4-1793
JU 3-3968
7!A3 m2566

LI

Norwood, 1,irs, Pat
pennington, Leslie

i Pillaert, Elizabeth
Pillaert, Roseline
post, Char1e3 '.'T, , jr,
Ray , Frank
Ray, Efrs3, Frank
Ring, E. R,

I Ring, 1,1rs, E, R.
Sewel1, 3ohn B,
Siever, Donald G,
Stevenson, Robert '.7,
;7are , junior
nlsong lCorvi11
.7orthington, R. B,

GR 24?954
n

P
DV 2-4220
'.k\ &9131

;|
N

7..io 5m6802
RE 3-2674
ItO 7~8742
HI 2-4910
HI 2-6643
LO 6-5983

fP

a

?10 7a0756
DV 6-2412
JA 2-4791
MO 70282

I! .'

MI 5m0015

'7a 1m5679

MO 7-2954

PA 9-9402
PL 6-3420

n
KO 5+0717

n
I'll 9e2938
!!iO 4-0596
GA 1-3360
GR 2-5131
HO 5-7120
CA 7-5620
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