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ABSTRACT 

The Liberty County Historical Commission initiated a 
project to gather historical and archeological information 
about the historic site of Atascosito Post, an early 19th 
century SpaIlish military post located at Atascosito Springs, 
that_might be useful for 'determining elgibility of the site 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
TheT determined that archeological site 41 LB 16, previously 
located' and reported on the Woods' Springs Farm property, 
might contain significant cultural resources in the form of 
archeological deposits that would relate to Atascosito Post, 
andalso to the homesite of a prominent early Anglo-American 
settler, George Orr, who served the area as alcalde for the 
Meitican. Government. 

The commission undertook an extensive archeological 
survey and limited testing of the 45 acre Woods' Springs 
Farm property, and received a Department of Interior, 
National Park Service, Historic Preservation Grant through 
the -Texas Historical Commission for matching funds to 
conduct the study. 

The work was performed for the Liberty County 
Historical Commission. William Louis Fullen, of Texas Heri-
tage Services, served as archeologist and -principal 
investigator for the project. 	Jean L. Epperson, of Texana 
Heritage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote 
the historical section of the report. Thirty-one volunteer 
workers assisted in carrying out the field and laboratory 
tasks. Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Liberty County 
Historical Commission, served as administrator for the 
project and coordinated the project with Nancy Kenmotsu, 
Archeologist with the Texas Historical Commission. 

The investigations included a thorough archival and 
literature search, and an analysis of the artifacts gathered 
in 1987 and of the aerial photographs of the study area. 
Field work was confined to the Woods' Springs Farm property 

	

>- 	 and included an archeological reconnaissance, the 

	

cc 	 construction of a map of the structures on the property, a •=c 
pedestrian survey of the property and stratigraphic testing. co 

ZJ- 
No major limitations were encountered during the study. < cc During the pedestrian survey 2 areas were identified that 

	

0 I-- Cr) 	might contain significant cultural resources. 	After co 

	

LU 	 excavating 37 stratigraphic tests in the area most likely to cc 
= 	contain evidence of an early Anglo-American occupation, a 
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second area was tested with 22 excavation units, where 2 

	

M >c 	small glass beads were found on the surface along with  f-- 

	

= 	 Indian ceramics. x ?- 
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MCI d LLI 	 Both areas were composed of sandy soils that were 
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< a: -I 	severely mixed by the repeated burrowing of pocket gophers. 
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. ABSTRACT

The Liberty County Hlstorlcal CommLssion inltlated aproject to gather hlstorlcaL and archeological lnformation
about the'hlstorlc site of AtascoEito Post, an early 19th
century' sbahtsh milltary post located at AtaEcosito Springs,
thai:'mlght be useful for 'deteninining elgiblllty of the siti
for nomLnatlon to the Natlonal Reqlster of ElstorLc plaqeq.
Thayr', det,ermined that ar
lbeatadi dnd reported on the Woods t Sprlngs Farir -property,
nlght contaln slgnlficant cultural resources ln the form of
argheological_ deposlts that srould relate to Atascosito Post,
andJ.atrso'to the homeslte of a prominent early Anglo-funerican
settlei,rr George orr, who servad the area as alc;Ide for ihe
Me:ticani Government.

The commlssion undertook an extensive archeological
survey and llmited testlng of the 45 acre Woods r t spii"gtFarm property; and recelved. a Departrnent of Int-rJ.or,
Nattonal Fark Servlce, ElstorLc Preservation Grant through
the.- Texas ElEtorical Commlsslon for matchJ.ng funds to
conduct the study.

. The work waa performed for the Liberty CountyHletorlcal Commlsslon. YIllllam Louls Fullen, of Texas Eerl-tage Services, served as archeologlst. and -prlncipal
l_nvestigator for the project. Jean L. Epperson, 6f texinaIleritage services, conducted the archlval ilsearch and wrotethe hlstorical section of the report. Thirty-one volunteerworkers assisted in- carrying ouf the fietcl ind laboratorytasks. Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Liberty Count!Eistorlcal Commisslon, served as adminlstrator for thepro-ject qnd coordinated the proJect wlth Nancy l(enmotsu,Archeologist wlth the Texas Hl;to;ical Commissioi.

tlr. investigatlons lncluded a thorough archlval andrlterature search, and an analysls of the aitifacts gatheredin -1987 and of the aerial photographs of the studf iiea.Fleld work was conflned to tire wo6dsi iprings rarm irop-rtyand lncruded an archeologlcal riconiirslarr""l----[tr.constructlon of a map of the structures on the propeity, apedestrlan survey of the property and stratigr"i,tiE-[e3[f"g.
No maJor llmitations nere encountered during the study.Durlng the pedestrlan survey 2 areas were tden[ifled thetmlght contaln slgnificant' curEuiir' resources. - - - ai[e.excavatlng 37 stratigraphlc tests ln the area most llkely tocontaln evidence of-an-early englo_emerlcan occupation, asecond area was tested wlt[r 22-excaviEfo"--"nft;;--;h;;6 2small glass beads were found on the surface along wlthIndian ceranlcs .
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Both areas
severely mlxed _ vrere composed of sandy solls that wereby the repeated burrowlng of pocket gophers.
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No clear cultural stratigraphy could be discerned in either 
area. No evidence of a Spanish occupation was found in 
either area. 

Area A# .near the modern barns and tool shed on the west 
end of the property, contained evidence of both Indian and 
Anglo-American occupations. The George Orr homesite might 
be present in the vicinity of the barns south of the area 
tested, but sufficient evidence was not found to nominate 
the site to the National Register of Historic, Places. 

Area B, east of the barns, contained few historic 
artifacts, but more Indian ceramics than area A. No 
historic artifacts were found that would indicate a historic 
Indian occupation other than the 2 glass beads found on the 
surface. 

A State Of Texas Archeological Site Report was filed 
with the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory, and the 
records.. and collections were placed at the Sam' Houston 
Regional Library and Research Center at Liberty, TexaS. 

Recommendations were made to conserve the cultural 
resources on the Woods' Springs Farm property. 
Recommendations were also made for further historical and 
archeological research concerning the Atascosito Post and 
the George Orr homesite. 
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No clear cultural stratlgraphy could be dLscerned ln eLther
area. No evLdence of a Spanish occupatlon was found ln
elther area.

Area A7 near the modern barns and tool shed on the west
end of the 'property, contained evidence of both Indian and
Anglo-Anerlcan occupatlons. The ceorge Orr homesite mlght
be present ln the viclnity of the barns south of the area
tested, but sufficLent evldence was not found to nomlnate
the slte to the Natlonal Reqlster of ElEtorllP1aces.

Area B, east of the barns, contalned few hlstoric
artj.facts, but more Indian ceramlcs than area A. No
historlc artlfacts were found that would indicate a hlstoric
fndlan occupatJ.on other than the 2 glass beads found on the
surface.

A State Of Texas Archeologlcal Slte Report rras fllecl
wlth the fexas Archeological Research Laboratory, and the
records and collectLons were placed at the Sam Houston
Regl.onal Llbrary and Research Center at Llberty, Texas.

Recommendations rrere nade to conserve the cultural
resources on the woods' sprlngs Farm 'property.
RecommendationE rdere also made for further hlstorLca1 and
archeological research concernLng the Atascoslto Post and
the George Orr homeslte.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

The Liberty County Historical Commission initiated a 
project totgather historical and archeological information 
about the historic site of Atascosito Post, an early 19th 
century Spanish military post located at Atascosito Springs, 
that might be useful for determining elgibility of the site 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
They determined that archeological site 41 LB 16, previously 
located and reported on the Woods' Springs Farm property, 
might contain significant cultural resources in the form of 
archeological deposits that would relate to the historic 
site of Atascosito Post, and also to the homesite of a 
prominent early Anglo-American settler, George Orr, who 
served the area as alcalde for the Mexican Government. 

The commission undertook an extensive archeological 
survey and limited testing of the 45 acre Woods' Springs 
Farm property, and received a Department of Interior, 
National Park Service, Historic Preservation Grant, 
Atascosito Survey, Liberty County, Texas (HPF, G3), for 
matching funds to conduct the study. The work was carried 
out by the Liberty County Historical Commission under 
Archeological Survey Agreement Contract No. THC-008-28 with 
the Texas Historical Commission. 	The cultural resource 
management information is to be utilized by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and the U. S. Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service for a determination of 
elgibility for nomination of properties to the National  
Register of Historic Places. 

The work was performed for the Liberty County 
Historical Commission under the technical supervision of the 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer of the Texas 
Historical Commission. 	William Louis Fullen, of Texas 
Heritage Services, served as archeologist and principal 

›- 	 investigator for the project. 	Jean L. Epperson, of Texana 
cc 	 Heritage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote m the history section of the report. 	Thirty-one volunteer  
=1 	 workers assisted in carrying out the field and laboratory 

tasks. 	Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Liberty County 
CD Historical Commission, served as administrator for the LI1 	1-- 

C) I- Cr/ 	project and coordinated the project with Nancy Kenmotsu, 
w - U, 	Archeologist with the Texas Historical Commission. 
CC C") 	1*"" 

c)  
2! 

o
=  U.)  Initial data collection work began on January 2, 1988,  ti cc  
•CC X 	and was completed on April 11, 1988. Initial data collection 

o 
L1.1 (j) required 62 person-days. Cataloging and analysis of records 

= cc Di—  co = 
?- 

and artifacts began on April 14, 1988, and was completed on 

a c=I 

	

	April 25, 1988. Cataloging and analysis required 22 person- 
a z cc' 
cn a ra: 	days. 	Reporting began on April 26, 1988, and the final 

report was completed on July 10, 1988. Reporting required 
13 person-days. Adult volunteers contributed 58 person-days 
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'!4ANAGEMENT SUMMARY

The Llberty county Ilistorical Conmlssion initlated a
project- to'-gather hlstorical and archeological informatlon
;;ia- the historlc slte of Atascosito Post, an early .19th
EEi["rv-sp"nrlu mrtttary post located at Atascosito springs,
titii--i,rsiii be useful for- determlnlne elstlllltt "f the site
ioi -.ro.fnition to the Natlonal ReqLster of lllstorlc Placeg'
They determined that arEheological site 41 LB 16, Previousry
io"'"t.a and reported on the $IoodE' sprlngs Farm ProPerty'
rofsht-co"t"in signiftcant cultural resources In the form of
;;;il;"iai;ir -tl5posrts that would relate to the hlstorlc
sft" of- Atascosito Post, and also to the homesite of a
prominent early Anglo-Amerlcan. - settler, George oft, who
-Eerved the area as alcalde for the Mexlcan Government.

The commlssion undertook an extenslve archeologlcal
survey and llmlted testing of the 45 acre Woods' Sprlngs
Farm property, and recelved a Departnent of Interior,
ttationll - paif Service, Historic Preservation Grant,
AtascoElto survey, Ltb6rty County, Texas (HPF, G3), for
matchlng funds to conduct the study. The lrork was carrled
out by the Llberty county Elstorical commlssion under
Archeoiogical Survey Agreement contract No. THC-008-28 wlth
the texis HLstorlcal Comml'sslon. The cultural resource
management j.nformatlon ls to be utlllzed by the State
iist6rtc Pieservation offlcer and the U. S. Departtnent of
the Interlor, National Park Servlce for a determlnation of
elqibillty ior nomlnation of propertles to the National
Reoister of Elstoric Places .

The work vras perforned for the Liberty County
Hlstorical commission under the technical supervislon of the
Deputy State Historic Preservatlon Offlcer of the Texas
Illstorlcal Commission. wllIIam Louls Fullen, of Texas
Ileritage Services, served as archeologist and principal
investlgator for the project. ifean L. Epperson, of Texana
Heritage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote
the history section of the report. Thirty-one volunteer
workers asslsted in carryLng out the field and laboratory
tasks. Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Llberty County
Historlcal conmisslon, served as administrator for the
project and coordl-nated the proJect with Nancy Kenmotsu,
Archeologist with the Texas Historical Commission.

Inltial data cotlectlon work began on January 2, i.988,
and was completed on Aprll 11, 1988. Initial data collection
requlred 62 person-dayl . Cataloglng and analysls of records
and artlfacts began on Aprl1 14, 1988, and was completed on
April 25, 1988. Cataloglng and analysis required 22 person-
days. Reporting began on Aprll 25, 1988, and the final
report wai completed on ,f,uly 10, 1988. Reportlng required
13 person-days. Adult volunteers contrlbutecl 58 person-days
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to the project. Members of the Junior Historian Club of the 
Liberty Middle School 'participated in the pedestrian survey 
and contributed 17 person-days. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Idberty County Historical Commission undertook a 
review of archeological sites in Liberty County, Texas, that 
might be elgible for nomination to the National Register of  
Historic Places. See Figure 1, Location of Liberty County, 
Texas.. They believe that the historic site of Atascosito 
POsti an early 19th.century Spanish military post located at 
Atascosito Springs, is located somewhere along present day 
Wood:. - Spring Creek. 	The_commission decided to initiate a 
prOject to gather historical and archeological information 
about the post- that might be used to determine the 
elgibility of the site for nomination to the National  
Register of Historic Places.. 

The Liberty- County Historical Commission Project  

The Liberty County Historical CommissiOn determined 
that archeological site 41 LB 16, r previoUsly located and 
reported on the Woods' Springs Farm property by;_ Elton R. 
Prewitt (1973C),- 	might 	contain .significant cultural 
resources in the fOrm OfarcheolOgical deposits that would 
relate to' the historic site of Atascosito -Post. 	This 
determination wasbated on_recoMmendatiOns made by.-  Prewitt 
and extensive historical research undertaken by commission 
member Jean L. Epperson. 

Epperson's research also indicated. that the homesite of 
a prominent early Anglo-American settler, George Orr, who 
served the area as alcalde fOr the Mexican . Government, might 
be located on the property. 	Since archeological 
information about site 41 LB 16 was based on a surface 
collection of artifacts made by Prewitt during a limited 
survey, the commission decided to undertake an extensive 
archeological survey and limited testing of the 45 acre 
Woods' Springs Farm property in order to determine if 
significant cultural resources are 'tiresent that would 
correlate with the known history of the Atascosito Post or 
the homesite of George Orr. 

Historic Preservation Grant  

The Liberty County Historical Commission applied to,the 
Texas Historical Commission for a Department of Interior, 
National Park Service, Historic Preservation Grant for 
matching funds to conduct the study. The purpose of the 
grant was to assist in a statewide inventory of cultural 
resources. A Historic Preservation Grant, Atascosito Survey, 
Liberty County, Texas, was awarded and the study was 
carried out by the Liberty County Historical Commission 
under Archeological Survey Agreement Contract No. THC-006-28 
with the Texas Historical Commission. 	The cultural 

INTRODUCTION

The Lfberty County llls.torlcal CommLssion undertook a
review of archeological sites In Llberty County, Texas, that
mlght be elglble for nomlnation to the @ttlstoric Places. See Flgure 1, Locatlon of Llberty County,
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The L Count Historl
The Llberty County Historlcal Commission determlned

that archeolog!.cal slte 41 LB 16, .prevlously located and
reported on the l{oods I Springs Farm property by. Elton R.
Prewltt ( 1 973c) , mtght contaln signlflcant cultural
resources In the form of archeologJ.cal deposlts that would
relate to the hlstorlc slte of AtascosLto Post. This
determination was based on recommendations made by Prewltt
and extenslve historlcat research undertaken by conmisEion
member Jean L. Epperson.

Eppersonrs research also indl.cated that the homeslte of
a promlnent early Anglo-Amerlcan settler, George orr, who
served the area as alcalde for the Mexl-can Government, mlght
be located on the property.
informatlon about site 41 LB 16 was

S'lnce archeological
based on a surface

llmltedcollection of artifacts made by Prewltt during a
survey, the commission declded to undertake an extenslve
archeologlcal survey and llmlted testing of the 45 acre
Woods I Sprlngs Farm property 1n order to determlne if
slgnlficant cultural resources aie prbsent that would
correlate with the known history of the Atascosito Post or
the homesite of George orr.

Illstorlc Preservatlon Grant

The Llberty County lllstorlcal Commisslon applied to.the
Texas Illstorlcal Commlssion for a Department of Interlor,
Natlonal Park Service, Hlstorlc Preservatlon Grant for
matching funds to conduct the study. The purpose of the
grant $ras to assist ln a statewide. inventory of cultural
resources. A Historlc Preservatlon Grant, Atascosito Survey,
Llberty County, Texas, \{as awarded and the study was
carrled out by the Llberty County Historlcal Commisslon
under Archeological Survey Agreement Contract No. THC-008-28
wlth the Texas Hlstortcal Comnission. The cultural
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Figure 1. Location of Liberty County, Texas. 
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'reaoutcemanagement. information is to be utilized by the 
State HistoricPreseivation Officer and the U. S. Department 
of the Interior, National Park Service to determine 
elgibility for nomination of properties to the National  
Register of,, Historic Places. 

Participants in the Study  

The work was performed for the .  Liberty County 
His orical Commission under the technical supervision of the 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer of the Texas 
AiatOricalCommission.- 	William Louis Fullen, of Texas 
Heritage Services, served as archeologist and principal 

reOtigatOr for the project:_ 	Jean L. Epperson, of TeXana 
rltage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote 

the historical section of the report. Sandra Pickett, 
Chairman -of--the Liberty County Historical Commission, served 
.a.adMinistratOr for:tbeprotect. Volunteer workers 
'assisted in_carrying out the field and laboratory tasks- 

. 	. 
ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND 

Geologic Setting  

The study area is situated within the Western Gulf 
Coastal Plain physiographic-  province (Fenneman 1938:101- 
102), and is, included within the western edge of the 
Austroriparian Biotic Province (Blair 1950:98-100). 	See 
,Figure- 2.-  Topographic map-of the Wood Spring Creek area. 
The: '45 acre Woods' Springs Farm property is located just 
east of the Trinity River floodplain on a relatively flat 
plain approximately 14 meters (47 feet) above sea level. See 
Figure 3. The Woods' Springs Farm property is bordered on 
the north by Wood Spring Creek, on the south , by State 
Highway 146 and on the west by Sandune Road (formerly known 
as the Old Inside Road). The property is bisected by Farm 
Road 1011 that runs from State Highway 146 northwest across 
Wood Spring Creek. 

›- 
cc Results of a soil survey of Liberty County by the 
cc 	 United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation co 

Service are not published at this time. The following soils 
--I 	 information was made available by the ASCS office in cc c, 

Liberty. The surface soils of the Woods' Springs Farm i— 0.) 

	

a m 9 	property are classified as the Bienville-Kenefick complex 
U-1 

	

 g2 	which are described as deep, well drained, moderately rapid Luc)  oc 

	

..,...J: g2 	permeable, sandy soils that formed in sandy coastal plain __ c) 	i,... 
CD ac a, 	alluvium. 	The Bienville series near the ground surface is 
tA  .gc ,- 00  

	

UJ  I-- 	described as a loamy fine sand that ranges in color at the 

m >< 
01 	surface from dark grayish brown (10 YR 4/2) to strong brown iLL1>-  o C)

03 

	

cr: 	( 7.5 YR 5/6) 100 cm beneath the surface. 	The Kenefick 
 

m c.-) 
_. 

c°  
LU 	series near the ground surface is described as a loamy fine 

	

 
00 CC AL =.3 	sand that ranges in color from brown (10 YR 4/3) to strong 

brown (7.5 YR 5/6) 50 cm beneath the surface. 	The Kenefick 
series changes to sandy clay loam from 50 cm to 100 cm. and 
the color changes to red (2.5 YR 4/8) with a few fine 
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resource management informatlon ls to be uttllzed by the
State Historlc Preservation officer and the U. s. Department
of the Interlor, National Park Service to determlne
e19ib111ty for nomlnation of propertles to the National
Reqister of. Ilistorlc Places .

' Partlcipants in the studv

The work lras performed for the Llberty County
iTlstorlcal Commisslon under the technical supervlsion of the
o.Aputy State Historlc PreservatLon Officer of the Texas
tilstorl-cal t.Commlsslon. Wllllam Louls Fullen, of Texas
E€iltage Servl.ces, served, as archeologlst and prlncipal
lh-vestl.gator for the proJect. Jean L. EPperson, of texina
Heritage Servlces, conducted. the archtval research and wrote
Ithe hlstorlcal sectlon of, the report. Sandra Plckett,
icThairq.en' of the Llbertt' county Hlstorical Co.mmlsslon, served
as .,adminlstrator for the project.
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la-sgtg.ted l.n carrylng out the ileld and laboratory tasks .

The study area is sltuated withln the Western GuIf
Coastal Plain physlographic' provJ.nce (Fenneman 1938:101-
1021 ,. and. ls.. incltided, wlthln the western edge of the
Austroripartan Blotlc Provlnce (Blalr 1950:98-1 00). See
,Flgure- 2. Topographic map.of the Yfood Sprlng Creek area.
Tha'45 acre woods r Sprlngs Farm property is located lusteast of 'the Trinlty River floodplain on a relatively flat
pl6ln approxlmately 14 meters (47 feet) above sea level. See
Fi.gure 3. The Woods' Sprlngs Farm property is bordeied on
the north by Wood Spring creek, on the south by State
Illghway 146 and on the west by Sandune Road (formerllr known
as the OId Inside Road). The property is blsected by Farm
Road 1011 that runs from State Hlghlray 146 northwest abross
Wood Sprlng Creek.

Results of a soil survey of Llberty County by the
Unlted States Department of Agrlculture, So11 Conservation
Service are not publlshed at this time. The following so11s
lnformatlon \ras made available by the ASCS office ln
Llberty. The surface solls of the Woods I Sprlngs Farm
property are classlfled as the Blenville-Kenefick complex
which are described as deep, well dralned, moderately rapld
permeable, sandy soils that formed in sandy coastal plaln
alluvlum. The Blenville series near the ground surface ls
descrlbed as a loamy fine sand that ranges ln color at the
surface from dark grayish brown (10 yR 4/2) to strong brown
(7.5 YR 5/61 100 cm beneath the surface. The Keneflck
series near the ground surface ls descrlbed as a loamy fine
sand that ranges ln color from brown (10 YR 4/31 to strong
brown (7.5 YR 5/5) 50 cm beneath lhe surface. The Kenefick
serles changes to sandy clay loam from 50 cm to 100 cm. and
the color changes to retl (2.5 YR 4/8) with a few flne
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Figure 3. Plat map of the Woods' Springs Farm property. 
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distinct brownish yellow (10 YR 6/6) mottles in the lower 
part of the horizon-- (Smith personal communication, 1987). 

Atascosito Springs  
. 	/ 

The historic record indicates that Wood Spring Creek 
Was the area known as Atascosito Springs during the middle 
18th to the middle 19th centuries... A historical marker for 
AtasOosit• ie., located ,,on. the northeast corner- of the 
intersection of Highways-'146 _ and 1011 	Todayi, numerous 
Springs, fed from the-surrounding sandy-terraces, flow into 
the creek .- A pumping well immediately south: of the springs 
has probably diminishe& their flow, which still measured 5.0 
literS'Per second in 19-75'. (Brune 1981). 

Fauna 

Today faunal resources are iiMited primarily to cattle 
egretkilldeer, crows, common grackles, and:various other 
small birds, along with small mammals such as -oppossums, 
racoons, rabbits, armadillos and pocket gophers.- Whitetail 
deer'andL beat were once the prevalent largegame animalS, 
bUt'nOw,' only art Occasional deer isifouncL,  in the area. 
Alligators, which were once hunted to near extinction, are 
again present in the bottom land along the Trinity River. 

Severe disturbance of the property is evidenced by 
numerous 'low mounds of sandy soil, created, by the Louisiana 
pocket gopheri Geomys breviceps (McClure personal communi-
cation, 1988). 

The A>roperty. is presently being used as improved 
pasture for cattle. Most of the property is covered by short 
grasses but the immediate area along the creek supports a 
stand of trees and dense shrubs. Numerous barns, sheds, 
outbuildings, corrals-, fences, a-pond, and a camp house have 
been constructed on the property.since 1946. 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

The research design,includes•statements of management 
objectives, research objectives, .methods of data recovery, 
methods of data analysis, limitations. to the study, and, data 
sources utilized during the study. 

Cultural Resource Management Objectives  

The goal of the study is to provide the Liberty County 
Historical Commission and the. State Historic Preservation 
Officer with information concerning the location, nature, 
and significance of cultural resources within the Woods' 
Springs Farm property. 	This information is to be utilized 
to determine if cultural resources are present that meet the 
criteria for nomination of the site to the National  
Register of Historic Places. Data on the location and nature 
of the resources shall be provided by a literature and 

I
I
I
I
I
I
:

I
t
I
t
T

t
T

6

dlstinct brownish yellow (10 YR 6/6) mottles In the lower
part of the horizon (Smith personal comnunlcatlon, 1987).

Atascoslto Sprinqs.
. .. .a- t
| :. The historlc record lndicates that wood Sprlng cieek
waa. the area known as Atascoslto Sprlngs durlng the mlddle
18th to Ehe mlddle 19th centurles. A hlstorlcal narker for
Ataacoslto 1E. Iocated on the northeast corner of the
'fhtersectlon of EighwayE 146 and " 101 1. Today, numerous
sprLngrs, fed from the surroundlng sandy terraces, flow into
the ere6k., A punplngL well lmmedlately south' of the sprlngs
has:-probably dinlnlshed, their flow; which still measured 5.0
Iiter!.'per second ln 1975 ( Brune 1981 ).

Fauna

Today faunal resourcbi are ilnrited priharlly to cattte
egretiir, killdeer, crows, contuon grackles, and.varlous other
sma1l birds, along with small mammals such as oppossums,
racoons, rabblts, arnadilloE and, pocket gophers. White tail
deer', and bear were once.the preval6nt large game animals,
butr novrr' only an'occasional deer iE found . ln the' area.
Alllgators, whlch were once hunted to near extl.nctlon' are
agaln present in the bottom land along the Trinlty Rlver.

severe disturbance of the property is evidenced by
numerous low mounds of sandy so1l created. by the , Louisiana
pocket gopher, Geomys brevlceps ( Mcclure parsonal communi-
cation, 1988) .

The property ls presently. being. used as lmproved
pasture for cattle. uost of the property is covered by short
grasses but the lmmedLate area along the creek supports a
stand of trees and dense shrubs. Nurnerous barns, sheds,
outbulldings, corrals, fences, a pond, and, a camp house have
been constructed on the property slnce 1946.

RESE.ARCE DESIGN

. The research deslgn. lncludes stateurents of management
objectlves, research objectives, . methods of data recovery,
methods of, data analysis, llnitations to the study, and data
sourcesr utilized during the study.

Cultural Resource Manaqement Obl ectives

The goal of the study Is to provlde the Liberty County
Elstorlcal Conmlsslon and the. State Illstoric Preservatlon
offlcer wlth infornration concerning the locatlon' nature,
and slgnificance of cultural resources within the Woodsr
Sprlngs Farm property. This informatlon is to be utillzed
to determine if cultural resources are present that meet the
criterla for nonlnatlon of 'the site to the National
Reqister of Hlstoric Places. Data on the locatlon anti-iEffi
of the resources shall be provided by a literature and

It
]E

<cE c,

] EE HE=B

I aE=I1fretI 
==HElt



7 

archival: search and an archeological survey of the Woods' 
Springs Farm propertY. Assessments of- significance shall be 
based on the potential of sites to contribute significantly 
to an understanding of the:culture history and cultural 
processes of the region, and on the National Register_of  
HistoricPlacescriteria. 

Four cultural resource management objectives are: 	(1) 
t&-loCatereportf and assess all cultural resources within 
the Woods' Springs Farm.property; 	(2) to'-submit draft 
National-  ilegister, Nominations 	properties that meet 
the National Register criteria; (3) to determine how best to 
preserve significant cultural resourcesthat are present; 
and (4) to propose further study of resources- that are 
located. 

Archeological Research Objectives  

Five prehistoric archeological objectives derived from 
models presented by Aten (1979; 1983) are: (1) to 
investigate the chronology of prehistoric sites, (2) to 
investigate the subsistence of the Indians, (3) to 
investigate the:  settlement systems, (4) to investigate the 
population dynamics,, and (5) to investigate regional 
interactions. 

Three research objectives concerning non-aboriginal 
historic resources are: (1) to identify European and Anglo-
American sites;. (2) to recover artifacts and record data 
which reflect, or are a function of, ethnicity; and (3) to 
determine what happens through time in terms of 
architecture, material culture and land use practices. 

Scope of Work  

A scope of work was proposed by the Liberty County 
Historical Commission and was agreed to by the Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer. The scope of work provided 
for a thorough archival and• literature search, an 
archeological survey of the 45 acre tract known today as 
Woods' Springs Farm that is owned by members of the Pickett 
family of Liberty, Texas, limited testing of selected areas, 
the initial assessment of sites, a field progress report, 
and the preparation of a. technical report of findings. 

All work shall follow the Secretary of the Interior's  
Standards and Guidelines for developing historic contents, 
identification, evaluation, registration, and archeological 
documentation. Reporting shall follow the Council of Texas 
Archeologists Guidelines for Cultural Resource Management  
Reports. 

Methods  

The following ethnohistorical and archeological 
investigations shall be conducted as initial steps in 
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archlval search and an archeological survey of the woods 1

Sprlngs Farm property. Assessments of slgnlficance shall be
based on the potentlal of sites to contribute slgniflcantly
to an understanding of the. culture hlstory and cultural
processes o€ the reglon, and on the Natlonal Register-of

t

HlstorLc P'Iaces . cri,terla .
. Eour cultural, resource managements objectives are: (1)

to' Iocate, report, and assess all cultural iesources within
the 'Vloods! Spri.ngs Farm propertyi (2) to submit draft
Natlonal .Reglster. Nomlnatlons of,all properties that meet
the National Regl.ster crlterLai (3) to determine how best to
preserve slgnif icant cultural resources, that are present;
and (4) to propose further study of resources that are
located .

lrcheological Besearch ObJectiyes

. flve prehistorlc archeologlcal obJectlves derlved fron
models presented by Aten 11979i 1983) are: (1) to
lnvestigate the chronology of prehlstoric sltes, (21 to
investigate . the subslstence of the .Indlans' (3) to
inves.tlgate the settlement systems, (4) to lnvestlgate the
population dynamics, and ( 5 ) to investigate reglonal
i.nLeractlons .

. Three research obJectives concernlng non-aborlginal
historl.c resourceE are: (1) i,o ldentify European and Anglo-
Amerlcan sites; (2) to.recover artlfacts and' record data
whLch reflect, or are a function ofr, ethnicity; and (3) to
determine what happens through tlme in terms of
archltecture. materlal culture and land use practices.

Scope of Work

A scope of work was proposed by the Llberty County
Hlstorical Cotomisslon and was agreed. to by the Deputy State
Hlstoric Preservatlon Offlcer. The scope of work provided
for a thorough archlval and llterature search, an
archeologlcal survey of the 45 acre tract known today as
Woodsr Springs Farm that ls owned by nembers of the Plckett
family of Liberty, Texas, llmlted testing. of selected areas,
the . lnitial assessment of sltes, a field progress report,
and the preparation of a technlcal report of flndings.

A11 work Ehall follow the Secretary of the InterLorr s
Standards arQ Guideljl4g for dev@,
ffilon, reglstritton, and archeological
documentation. Reporting shall follow the Council of Texas
Archeologists Guldellnes for Cultural Resource Manaqement
Reports .

. Methods

The following ethnohistorical and archeological
investigations strail be conducted as initlal stepi in
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gathering the information necessary for assessing the 
significance of cultural resources on the Woods' Springs 
Farm property. 

These iinvestigations shall include a literature and 
records search, a• study of the available remote sensing data 
for the project area,. and several interviews of local 
citizens who have useful knowledge concerning the 
etfinohistory and-the cultural resources of the property. An 
archeological survey shall be conducted after an initial 
literature search and this work shall be followed by limited 
testing of areas believed likely to contain significant 
cultUral deposits. Artifacts recovered shall be cleaned, 
catalogued and analyzed. It'was agreed that records and 
artifact's shall' be deposited at the Sam Hbuston Regional 
Library-  at Liberty, Texas. 

'1. The Study Area. 	The study area is defined as the 
Woods' Springs Farm property located along Wood Spring 
Creek. 

2. Information Search. The information search shall 
include ' a -  detailed;': study of previously- 	gathered 
arOheoiogicalr  ethnohistoriCal4 geological, botanical, and 
remote' sensing data of':the Woods' Springs Farm area. These 
stUdiee shall focus on the past history 'of''--the- area, 
particularly Ataecoeito, Springs,AtaedOsito:Post,'the George 
Orr' - hotesite, and' later use of the Woods' Spring - Farm 
property. Archival research Shall be:cohducted at the Sam 
Houston RegiOnalLibrary,, the WallisvilIe Heritage Park, the 
Texas' State 'Library, the General Land Office, the Barker 
History Center,  and the Texas - Archeological Research 
Laboratory. 

3. Archeological Survey. An intensive pedestrian 
survey of the Woods' Springs Farm property shall be 
conducted in order to determine where significant cultural 
resources may be present. Particular attention shall be 
paid to the inspection of probable habitation areas near 

cc 	 Wood Spring Creek. 
cc 
c
:3
o  

4. Systematic stratigraphic tests shall be excavated 
-' 	every 5 meters over a 25 m x 25 m area most likely to 

	

u; c, 	contain significant cultural resources based on information 
a 1- C*) 	gained during the pedestrian survey. 
LU 	LIS 
CC C") 	t"-•  
2! M g2 	 5. Results shall be analyzed and newly discovered 
o 	 archeological sites shall be reported. Draft nominations to 

the National Register of Historic Places shall be completed 
for sites that meet National Register criteria, and LU 

cC 
co  1-1 	recommendations shall be made for additional work that would cc 

	

vu m o 
LIJ 	be needed in order to determine if any cultural resources < 

C/3 4C CI: 	 found are elgibile for nomination to the National Register  
of Historic Places. 

;
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gatherlng the lnformatLon necessary for assesslng the
slgniflcance of cultural resources on the Woodsr Sprlngs
Farm property.

TheBe , investtgatlons shall lnclude a literature and
rec6rds sedrchr'.a study of the available remote, senslng data
for' the proJect dr€a, , and Eeveral intervlews of local
cLtizens who have useful knowledge concerning the
ettrnolilstory and the cultural resourceg of the propert.y. An
archU6loglbal survey shall be conducted after' an lnitial
Ilt'Erattre search and thl.s work shall be followed by limlted
testing of areas believed likely to contal.n slgnlflcant
cultural deposits. ArtLfacts recovered shaIl be cleaned,
chtdlogued and analyzed. It lras agreed that records and
artlfictb shall be deposlted at the Sam Eouston Regional
Library at Elberty, Texis .

' 1. fhe Study Area'. The study arda is deflned as the
Woods' Springs Fal1n pioperty located along Wood Spring
Creek.

2. Informatlon Search. The inforuratlon search shall
lnclude i detalled study of previously gathered
archeologf,calr. ethnohistorical; geologlcal, botanl.cal, and
rerirote' sensing data of the V{oods'r Sprlngs Earm area. These
stiidles shall focus on the past history .of.' the area,
particularly Atascosito' Springs, Atascosito Postr' the George
Orr homesite, and later use of the WoodsI ' Sprlng Farm
property. Archival research shall be' corlducted at the satn
Houston Regional. Llbrary; the WaIllsvtlle Eeritage Park, the
Texas. State Library, the General Land office, the Barker
Hlstory Center and the Texas Archeologlcal Research
Laboratory.

3. Archeologlcal Survey. An lntensive pedestrian
survey of the woods ! Springs Farm property shal1 be
conducted ln order to determine where slgniflcant cultural
resouices may be present. Partlcular attention shalI be
pald to the lnspectLon of probable habltatlon areas near
wood Sprlng Creek.

4. Systernatic stratlgraphlc tests shall be. excavated
every 5 neters over a 25 m x 25 m area most llkely to
contaln slgnificant cultural resources based on infornatlon
gained during the'pedestrian survey.

5. Results shall be analyzed and newly discovered
archeological sites shall be reported. Draft nomlnatlons to
the NatLonal Register of Hlstorlc Placeg shall be completed
for ter crlterial and
recommendatlons shall be made for additlonal work that would
be needed ln order to determlne lf any cultural resources
found are elglblle for nomlnation to the, Natlonal . Reglster
of lllstoric Places.

r*
aD

l===
;= z. Q

IEEH{r z. }: r<
PEZoN

! HEXE

il E?sH

T



9 

Schedule  

A schedule for data collection, analysis, and. reporting 
was established. Tasks were taken from the research design 
and.estimates were made of-person-days required for each 
task. These estimates provided useful information for 
planning and carrying out the work. 

Initial data collection:work began on,January.2, 1988, 
and.-was completed on April 11, 1988.. Initial data collection 
require&_62:person-days. Cataloging. and analysis of records 
and'artlfacts began on April 14, 1988, and was. completed on 
April 	1-988.- Cataloging and analysis required 22 person- 
days 	Reporting began on April 26, 1988, and the final 
reportwas completed on July 10, 1988. Reporting required 
13:person-days. Adult volunteers contributed 58 person-days 
toithe,  project. Members of the Junior Historian Club of the 
Liberty Middle School participated in the pedestrian survey 
and.. contributed- 17. person-days. 

Limitations to the Study 

No major limitations were encountered during the study. 
Volunteers, proved to be efficient workers. During the 
pedestrian survey '2 .areas_were identified that might contain 
significant cultural :resources.. 	After excavating 	37 
stratigraphic tests in the area most likely to, contain 
evidence of an early Anglo7American occupation, a. second 
area_was tested with. 22 excavation units where a small glass 
bead was,found- on the surface along with Indian ceramics. 
Both areas contained sandy soils:that were severely_ mixed by 
therepeated burrowing of.pocket gophers. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

Prehistoric Archeology .  

Several major archeological studies have been conducted 
at prehistoric Indian sites along the lower Trinity River. 
Approximately 80 kilometers north of the Woods' Springs 
Farm, at present day Lake Livingston, much of the lake area 
was surveyed before construction and several Indian camp 
sites were extensively excavated. 	This study was carried 
out by the Texas Archeological Salvage Project assisted by 
members of the Houston Archeological Society. McClurkan 
(1968) established that occupation of the sites excavated 
occurred during and after a late Archaic stage and a Neo-
American stage spanning 2000 years. The late Archaic, the 
earlier stage, was characterized by contracting stem dart 
points, other lithic tools, and plain, sand tempered 
pottery. The Neo-American stage (A.D. 1000 to historic) was 
characterized by decorated, non-sand tempered pottery, and 
arrow points, in addition to the traits seen in the late 
Archaic stage. McClurkan concluded that the area was 
occupied by Bidais Indians whose Neo-American occupation was 
strongly influenced by the Caddo Indians who lived to the 
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Schedule

A schedule for data collection, analysls, and reportlng
was eEtabllshed. Tasks were taken from the research deslgn
and,. estlmates were made of person-days required for each
task.,... Thesii . estimates provlded useful l-nformatlon for
planning and cairyLng out the work.

. j. .Itritial data collectlon work began on Janualy.2, 1988,
and . wag,. completed oil Aprll 11, 1988. Initial data collectlon
required,.52 person-days. Cataloging and analysis of records
and. arflfacts began on Apr1l 14, 1988, and was completed on
Aprtl 25, 1988. Cataloging and analysls requlred 22 person-
dlyE.,, - ieporting began on April 26, 1988, and the flnal
reporE,-.-was courpleted on iluly 1 0, 1 988. Reportlng requlred
l3iperson-days. Adult volunteers contributed 58 person-days
to the project. MemberE of the Junior Hlstorlan Club of the
Llberty Mlddle School partlclpated ln the pedestrlan survey
and..contrlbuted 17 person-days..

@
No Eajor limltatlons were encountered during the study.

Volunteers proved to be efficlent workers.. During the
pedestrian survey 2 areas were ldentified that mlght contaln
signlficant cultural resources. After excavating 37
stratigraphic tests In lhe area most likely to. contaln
evldence of an early Anglo-Amerlcan occupatlon, a second
area.was tested wlth 22. excavatlon unlts where a smaIl glass
bead was.found on the surface along with rndlan ceramics.
Both areas contalned sandy so1ls that were severely mlxed by
the.repeated burrowJ.ng of pocket gophers.

ARCIIEOLOGICAT BACKGROUND

Prehistoric Archeo]oqy

severar r.ro. ffis have been conducted
at prehlstoric Indlan sites along the lower Trlnity River.
Approximately 80 kllometers north of the Woods t Springs
Fam, at present day Lake Livlngston, much of the lake area
rras surveyed before construction and several rndlan camp
sites lrere extenslvely excavated. Thls study was carrled
out by the Texas Archeologlcal Salvage ProJect asslsted by
members of the Houston Archeological Society. McClurkan
(1968) establlshed that occupatlon of the sltes excavated
occurred durlng and after a late Archaic stage and a Neo-
Amerlcan stage spannlng 2000 years. The late Archalc, the
earller stage, was characterlzed by contracting stem dart
points, other llthic tools, and plain, sand tempered
pottery. The Neo-American stage (A.D. 1000 to historlc) was
characterized by decorated, non-sand tempered pottery, and
arrovr points, ln acldltlon to the tralts seen ln the late
Archalc stage. McClurkan concluded that the area was
occupied by Blilais Indlans whose Neo-American occupation was
strongly influenced by the Caddo Indlans who llved to theI



10 

northeast of the Livingston Reservoir area. 

Just several miles west of the Woods' Springs Farm 
property, near, the west bank of the Trinity River, a 
prehistoric Indian site was excavated by members of the 
Houston Arheological Society from 1959 to 1961 	(Aten 
1. 967), = Site 41 LB 2, the Jamison Site,.was a dome-shaped 
earth;middenthat varied in thickness from 38 cm to 168 .cm. 
Horizontal extent of the site was never determined. 
Thirteen 5_ft x 5 ft units were excavated in 6 in levels. 
APProximatelT - 1600 -artifacts were recovered.- Fourteen 
hUndred•of these, were. potsherds, 135 were projectile points 
and j00: were other stone .artifacts. The artifacts were 
grouped into. four assemblages. The first and earliest 
assemblage was characterized by a large number of expanding 
sterrepdart points and the absence of ceramics. 	The second 
assemblage was-separated from the first by a zone of soil 
devoi& - of artifacts. This assemblage was similar to the 
first, but had different proportions of .dart point stem 
fortrisand preferences of stone material. 	The third 
assemblage was characterized by plain and red-filmed sandy 
paste ceramics, by more contracting stem dart points than 
previously encountered and by approximately equal 
proportions of expanding, straight and contracting stem 
arrow points. The fourth assemblage was characterized by 
plain, incised; and red filmed ceramics; plain and. incised 
grog-tempered ceramics; very few contracting stem dart 
points and more contracting stem arrow points than were 
found ir(the third assemblage. A major contribution of this 
study was the definition of" 2 'new " ceramic types, 
San Jacinto Plain and_ San Jacinto. Incised-. These types 
were defined as grog-tempered ceramics made from clay that 
contained crushed or ground-up potsherds. - 

Since the early work at 41 LB 2, Aten (1979; 1983) 
conducted extensive archeological studies at numerous sites 
along the upper Texas Coast and particularly near the mouth 
of. the Trinity River at Wallisv.ille Reservoir. His work 
produced important ethnohistoric and ,archeological 

›- 	 frameworks for the Indians of the upper Texas coast. One 
cc 	 major outcome from these studies was his refinement of the art 
cc  
03 

	

	 ceramic typology for the area. In this typology, Aten 
described 17 varieties of Indian ceramics for the upper 
Texas coast (Aten 1983:206-245). 

',5,cc w 
(Di— co 	Only one archeological site has been extensively 2 CS CD w  

excavated in the vicinity of the Woods' Springs Farm 
property. 	The Price Daniel Site (41 LB 3) was excavated by 

co cc a, 	Malone (1969). 	This site is located approximately 3 
u)5;;?5 kilometers west of the Woods' 'Springs Farms property and 1 

kilometer east of the Trinity River. This was a. prehistoric 
=la:513 0c  Indian campsite that contained significant quantities of 

Q L=1 . 
cp 

" co ceramic and lithic artifacts. m 
cnicca:-.1 
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northeast of the LLvlngston Reservolr area.

Just several miles west of the Woodsr Springs Farm
property, irear the lrest bank of the Trlnlty RLver, a
prehlstorlc _ Indlan slte was excavated by members of the
Eousto4 ArjheologJ.cal Soclety from 1959 to 1961 (Aten
19qZ). Site 41 LB 2, the Jamison SIte, vras a dome-shaped
earth mldden.that varl.ed In thlckness from 38 cm to 168 cm.
Eorlzontal extent of the slte was never determined.
T.lrteen 5 ft x 5 ft unLts were excavated ln 5 in levels.
Approxj,mately 1600 artlfacts were recovered. Fourteen
huadred,.of these. were potsherds, 135 were projectile polnts
and 100 were other stone artlfacts. The artifacts were
grouped. into four assemblages. The first and earliest
aggemblaEe was characterlzed by a large number of expandlng
stelr:*;.dart polnts and the absence of ceramics. The second
assembLage was separated from the flrst by a zone of soil
devold,,-of artifacts. This assemblage was similar to the
f lrst., but had dlfferent proportions of .dart point stem
forms, . and preferences of stone materlal . The third
assemblage vtaE characterized by plaln and red-fllmed sandy
paste ceramics, by nore contractlng sten dart polnts than
previously encountered and by approxlmately equal
proportJ.ons of expandlng, stralght and contracting sten
alrow poJ.nts. The fourth assemblage vras characterlzed by
plaln, lnclsed; and red ftlned ceramlcsi plaln and. lncised
grog-tempered ceramlcs; very few contractlng sten dart
polnts and more contracting sten arrow polnts than were
found in the thlrcl assemblage. A maJor contrlbution of thls
study waa thd definltlon of 2 'new ceramlc types,
San Jaclnto Plaln and San Jacinto. Inclsed. These types
were.. deflned as grog-tempered ceramlcs made from clay that
contalned crushed or ground-up potsherds.

Since the early work at 41 LB 2, Aten (1979, 1983)
conducted extensive archeologlcal studies at nunerous sLtes
along the upper Texas Coast and partlcularly near the mouth
of the Trlnity Rlver at WalIisvllle Reservolr. Hls work
produced important ethnohlstoric and archeological
framevorks for the fndlans of the upper Texas coast. One
maJor outcome fron these studles was hls reflnement of the
ceramlc typology for the area. In thls typology, Aten
deEcrlbed 17 virietles of rndlan ceramlcs f;; ttre' upper
Texas coast (Aten 19832206-2451 .

OnIy one archeologlcal slte has been extensively
excavated in the vlcinlty of the Woods I Springs Earnproperty. The Price Danlel Stte (41 LB 3) was excavated by
Malone ( 1 959 ) . This site 1s located approximately 3
kllometers west of the Woodsr Springs Farms property and 1

kilometer east of the Trlnity Rlver. Thls was a prehlstoric
fndlan campsite that contained slgniflcant quantltles of
cerami.c and llthlc artlfacts.
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Cultural Resource Records Search 

A records search of the Texas. Historical Commission and 
the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory files revealed 
that one 4nown archeological site, 41 LB 16, had been 
located and reported on the Woods' Springs Farm property. 
Also, two prehistoric Indian sites, 41 LB 15 and 41 LB 17, 
had been reported nearby. During a survey of a , proposed 
route for a pipeline, Prewitt (1973a; 1973d) located and 
reported. Site 41. LB 15 within the proposed right-of-way just 
north 'of the Woods' Springs Farm property. He excavated 6 
test-pits and recovered Indian ceramics, projectile points, 
othere lithic tools and some historic ceramics, a gunf lint, 
glass sherds and metal fragments. Prewitt concluded that 
the Indian artifacts represented a late prehistoric Indian 
occupation-  and the historic artifacts might be from 
activities of European settlers or historic Indians who used 
the, campsite. He recommended that the site was not of 
sufficient significance to be nominated to the National  
Register of Historic Places. 

Prewitt (1973b) reported that site 41 LB 17 once 
contained Indian artifacts. It had once been a high sandy 
ridge located along Wood Spring Creek southeast of the 
Woods' Springs Farm property, but the site was destroyed 
when it was removed and used as road fill for Highway 90 
construction. 

Previous Investigations of 'the Woods' Springs Farm Property  

.During.  the pipeline survey Prewitt (1973c) examined a 
portion of the Woods'-Springs Farm property along the south 
side. of Wood Spring Creekwith Andy Kyle,. a local collector 
of Indian artifacts since 1948. Prewitt collected 56 
historic ceramics, square iron nails, 56 bottle glass 
fragments, brick fragments, window pane fragments, 4 flint 
flakeS and 2 Indian sherds. Based on his survey and 

›- 	 information supplied by Kyle and others, Prewitt tentatively 
cc 	 identified the site as the location of Atascosito and it was 

 
cc 	 designated Site 41 LB.16. He defined the site as extending 
co 	 along the high ground just south of the bank of Wood Spring 

Creek: from Sandune Road eastward across Farm Road.  1011 to 
cc c, 	State ,  Highway 146. Prewitt recommended that extensive 

cp I-- V) 	archival research about Atascosito be conducted and 
am 

117 	
extensive test excavations be carried out at 41 LB 16. W UJ  CC 

2!=  g! CD 	 Andy -Kyle has recovered at least 5000 projectile 
CDCC 	 pointse mostly lithic tools, from 78 different sites in CD 
z.) 164 M}- 	southeast Texas. 	Kyle mounted most of his collections in 
cpw 

cc 
 ?.,?7 	picture frames and they are on display at the Sam Houston =  

Regional Library. During 1986,, several members of the 

oL 
oon 	Houston Archeological Society, with the assistance of Mr. cy).4.c_J 

Kyle, reported the 78 sites, photographed the collection, 
analyzed the identifiable projectile points and reported 
their findings. They concluded that all of the prehistoric 
Indian sites appear to represent campsites of nomadic 
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Cu1tural Resource Records Search

A records search of the Texas, Historical Commlsslon and
the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory flles revealed
that one $nown archeologJ.cal site, 41 LB 16, had been
located ard reported on the Woodsr Sprlngs Farm property.
Also, two prehfstoric Indlan sites, 41 LB 15 and 41 LB 17,
had been reported nearby. Durlngr a surv-ey of a proposed
route for. a plpeline, Prewltt (1973a; 1973d) located and
repor'ted, Slte 41 LB 15 wlthln the proposed rlght-of-way Just
north of the Woods I SprJ.ngs Farm property. He excavated 5
test.plts and recovered fndian ceramics, proJectlle polnts,
otheri llthic toola and sone historLc ceramlcs, a gunfllnt,
glass sherds and metal fragments. Prewitt concluded that
the fndian artifacts represented a late prehlstorlc Indlan
occuBatlon' and the hlstoric. artlfacts nlght be from
act.ivltleg of European settlers or hiEtoric Indlans who used
the. campElte-.. He recommended that the slte was not of
suff irclent slgnlflcancq . to be nomlnated to thE National
neqister of, Bistoric Places , .T

: Prerrltt (1973b) reported that site 41 LB 17 once
contained fndian artlfacts. It had once been a hJ.gh sandy
rldge located along Wood Spring Cieek southeast of the
$Ioods I Sprl.ngs Farm property, but the sLte was destroyed
when it was removed, and used as road f111 for Illghway 90
construction .

Prevlous InvestLgatlons of the lyoods I Springs Farm propertv
. Durlng the plpeline survey prewitt (1973c) examined aportlon of the Woods I Sprlngs Farm property along the south

slde of Wood Sprlng Creek.with Andy Ky1e, a local collector
of Indlan artifacts slnce 1948. Prelritt collected 56
historic ceranics, square iron nalls, 56 bottle glass
fragments, brlck fragmeats, window pane fragments, 4 flint
flakes and 2 IndLan sherds. Based on his survey and
information supplled by Kyle and others, Prewltt tentatlvelyidentlfied the site as the Locatlon of Atascoslto and lt was
deslgnated Site 41 LB 16. He defined the slte as extendlng
along the high ground Just south of the bank of Wood Spring
Creek from Sandune Road eastward across Farm Road 1011 to
State . Highway 146. Prer ltt recommended that extenslvearchlval research about Atascosito be conducted and
extenslve test excavatlons be carried out at 41 LB 1G.

Andy Kyle has recovered at least 5OOO proJectile
polntsr, mostly llthic tools, from 78 different sites in
southeast Texas. KyIe mounted most of his collections ln
plcture frames and they are on dlsplay at the Sam Houston
Reglonal Library. Durlng 1986 | several members of the
Houston Archeologlcal Society, wlth the asslstance of Mr.
KyIe, reported the 78 sites, photographed the collection,
analyzed the ldentlfiable proJectlle polnts and reported
their findlngs. They concluded that all of the prehistoric
Indlan sites appear to represent campsltes of nomadlcI
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peoples with a hunting and gathering lifeway. They also 
concluded that the Archaic broad-based subsistence pattern 
of Southeast Texas persisted for over 10,000 years. 
(Kindali and Patterson 19860-4-21). 

.1 
Kindal (1.986) also filed a site report, based on 

Kyle-sinformation and point collection, that grouped. Kyle's 
Indianartifacts from 41. LB 15 and 16 together. Kyle found 
many.-ofthe artifacts.  during. construction of Farm Road 1011 
across Wood Spring Creek, Based on this information.Kindall 
classified the area, as a prehistoric Indian camp site. 
PatterSon provided the following 'information about the 
sizeable- collection of stone projectile points.. that. Kyle 
found in the vicinity- of Wood Spring Creek. Several Late 
Paleo7Indian Period dart points attest to occupation between 
10,000 to 7000 B.P. 	The remainder of the collection covers 
the ArdhaicEarly Ceramic Period (7000 to 1400 B.P.); 	and 
the. Late Prehistoric Period (1400 to 500 B.P.). The General 
Archaic through Late. Prehistoric Period. (7000 to 500 B.P.) 
are -represented by the largest collectionof . 48 points 
(Patterson personal communication, 1987). 

Early History - of the Region  

Indians have probably occupied southeast,  Texas and the 
lower Trinity, River valley for the last 12,000 years. 	They 
first hunted Pleistocene fauna that lived in the deeply 
entrenched Trinity River valley and camped nearby on the 
higivgrOund of the valley walls. These people, now known 
as Paleo-Indians, lived in the region from.  . approximately 
12000 years ago until about 7000 years ago. Their stone 
and bone tools and the fossil remains of Pleistocene fauna 
have been found along McFadden Beach on the upper Texas 
coast'(Long 1977). 

About 5000 years ago Galveston Bay was formed by 
a rising sea level as glaciers melted during the= close of 
the Pleistocene. Prior to that time, sea level was about 70 
meters below its present stand and the Texas coastline was 
approximately 160 kilometers offshore of the present coast. 
As. Galveston Bay formed and the Pleistocene fauna 
dissappeared, shellfish became an important source of food 
for the Indians in the region. These people, now known as 
Archaic Indians, continued their hunting and gathering 
practices by hunting smaller game as the Pleistocene fauna 
became extinct and may have become more nomadic as they 
exploited,  the shellfish resources of the Trinity River delta 
and Galveston Bay. 

Indian-made ceramics were introduced into the Galveston 
Bay region about 100 A.D. Indians began to use the bow and 
arrow instead of short spears that were hurled with the 
atlatl about 500 A.D. These people, who manufactured 
ceramic vessels and utilized the bow and arrow, are known as 
Neo-American Indians. They subsisted on even smaller game, 
and greater varieties of edible plants as they traveled 
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peoples wlth a hunting and gathering llfeway. They also
concluded that the ArchaLc broad-based subsistence pattern
of Southeast Texas persisted for over 10r000 years.
(Klndall, and Patterson 1 986:1 4-21 I .

I
Klndall' '(1985) also flled a slte rePort, based on

Kyle i:s. lnformatlon and polnt collectlon, that grouped KyIers
fndlan' artlfacts fron 41 LB 15 and 16 together. Kyle found
many of. the artl.facts durlng constructlon of Far Road 1011
acroEs Ylood Sprlng creek. Based on thls infornatlon Kindall
classifled the aE€d,. ds a prehlstorlc fndian camp slte.
Petterson provlded the following informatlon about the
slzeable' collectLon of stone proJectile points that Kyle
found in the vtclnity of Wood ,Sprlng Creek. Several Late
Paleo-Indlan Perlod dart points altest to occupatj.on between
19,000 to 7000 B.P. The remalnder of the collectlon covers
the ArChalc-Early ceramlc Perlod (7000 to 1400 B.P.); and
the. Late Prehlstorlc Period (1400 to 500 B.P.). The General
Archaic through Late Prehistorlc PerLod (7000 to 500 B.P.)
are represented by the largest collection of 48 points
(Patterson personal communlcatlon, 1987)

Earlv El.story of the Reglon

rndlans have probably occupled southeast. Texas and the
Iower Ertnity. River valley for the last 121000 years. They
flrst hunted Pleistocene fauna that lived In the deeply
entreribhed Trinlty River valley and caroped nearby on the
h19h: ground of the vaIIey walls. These peoirle, now known
aa Paleo-IndLans. llved In the regl.on from . approxlmately
12r000'. years ago until about 7000 years ago. Thelr stone
and'. bone tools and the fossil remains of PleLstocene fauna
have' been found along McFadden Beach on the upper Texas
coast ( Long 19771 .

About 5000 years ago Galveston Bay. was formed by
a rising sea level as glaciersr melted durlng the: close of
the PleLEtocene. Prlor to that tlure, sea level was about 70
meters below its present stand and the Texas coastllne vras
approxlnately 150 kilometers offshore of the present coast.
As. Galveston Bay formed and the Plelstocene fauna
dlssappeared, shellfish became an lmportant source of food
for the Indlans ln the reglon. These peorle, now known as
Archaic Indlans, contlnued their hunting and gatherlng
practlces by huntlng smaller game as
became extlnct and may have. become
explolted, the shellflsh resources of
and Galveston Bay.

the Plelstocene fiuna
more nomadlc as they
the Trinlty River delta

Indlan-made ceramics were lntroduced into the Galveston
Bay region about 100 A.D. Indlans began to use the bow and
arrov, instead of short spears that were hurled with the
atlatl about 500 A.D. These people, who manufactured
ceranic vessels and utlllzed the bow and arrogr, are known as
Neo-Amerlcan Indlans. They subsisted on even smaller game,
and greater varieties of edlble plants as they traveled
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northward into the interior and returned to the seashore in 
a seasonal round in search of food (Aten 1979;1983). 

First. European contact with the Indians of the upper 
Texas, coasj was probably made by Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca 
or other Spaniards from the ill-fated Navarez expedition. 
InNOvetbercif'1528i,. Cabeza4e Vata and .85 other.  Spaniards 
Werej.shipwrecked on, a small island somewhere on the upper 
Texastoast.:Many historians believe that this was probably 
GilvestOnIsland, but the present-length of the island does 
not fit the description given by. Cabeza de Vaca in his 
accOuntofliVing &,years among the. Indians ofTexas... The 
islandcculd also have been Bolivar Peninsula, because 
Bolivar: Peninsula was probably a much smaller island some 
40,Q years:ago. 

The Spaniards in De Vaca's party gave the Indians small 
glass beads and metal bells as gifts. Eventually the 
Indians acquired all of the European items that the Spanish 
had brought with them 	Cabeza de Vaca..lamed the Indians on 
the,. west :end' of the island, theCapoque and those on the 
eastern end_ of the island the Han. He'was made a prisoner 
of the Capoque, but escaped from the island to live with the 
friendly Charruco Indians of the forest on the mainland. 
Eventually, Cabeza de..,Vaca found. his way across. Texas into 
New. Mexico and then to Mexico: City (Covey1.961)., 

The second. known, European contact with Indians of the 
upper -:Texas coast: area occurred in 1719, when. Simars de 
Bellisle, a French Army officer, and 3 companions were 
marooned on Bolivar Peninsula. After his companions died 
from exposure, De Bellisle was taken prisoner by Indians at 
Galveston Island and in a few weeks was taken to their 
village on the east side of Galveston Bay where he was made 
a slave. After his escape and return to French Louisiana, 
De Bellisle returned to. Galveston Bay with Bernard de La 
Harpe to explore the region and to establish a French fort 
near the Indian village where De Bellisle was held prisoner. 

›- 	 La Harpe failed to win the confidence of the Indians, and 
cc 	 the expedition returned to New Orleans (La Harpe 1971:173- 
cc cc 	 182) . 
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Han as the Attakapa, and the Charruco as the Orcoquiza. In 
1756 the Spanish established Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada 
on the site of Joseph Blanpain's trading post to prevent 

Trade soon developed between the French from New 
Orleans and the Indians along the lower Trinity and San 
Jacinto Rivers. This trade in furs, skins, and bear grease 
in exchange for European tools, ornaments, guns, cloth, and 
whiskey continued until 1754 when Joseph Blanpain, a French 
trader, was arrested by the Spanish for trespassing in 
Spanish Territory and for building a trading post on a 
lagoon just east of the Trinity River near present day 
Wallisville (Epperson and Fullen 1987). 
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northlrard lnto the lnterior and returned to the seashore ln
a seasonal round ln search of food (Aten 1979i19831 .

. rtrst European contact wlth the Indians of the upper
Texas coas! t as probably made by A1var Nunez Cabeza de vaca
or other spaniards from the lll-fated Navarez expeditlon.
In,,,, Novembei' of 1528r, Cqbeza de vaca and.85 other spanlards
were.-- shlpwrecked on a small lsland somewhere on the upper
Texas.coaat. Many hlstorlans bel,leve that this was probably
Galveston. Island, but the present length of the lsland does
no.t r,.fit,, the descriptlon given b1r Cabeza de Vaca ln hls
aEcount, of Ilving 8 years among the Indlans of, TexaE. The
tsland;:. could also. have been Bolivar Peninsula, because
Eollvar Peninsula was probably a nuch smaller lsland some
40Q years ago.
' ';...,,, The Spaniards ln De Vaca ls party gave the Indians small

glass , beads and metal bells as .gifts. Eventually the
IndLans acquired all of the European ltems that the Spanlsh
had brought wlth then. Cabeza de Vaca named the Indians. on
ths. west end of the lsland the Capogue and thosq on the
eastern end of the lsland the Ean. He tras made a prlsoner
of the Capoque, but escaped. from the lsland to live with the
frlendly Charruco rndlans of the forest on the malnland.
Eyentually, Cabeza Qe Vaca found. his lray aqross. Texas into
New Mexr.co and then to Mexlco City (Covey 1961 )-

-- ,The seeond. known, European contact with Indlans of the
upper., Texas coast area occurred Ln 171 9, when Sirnars de
Belllsle, a French Army offlcer, and 3 companlons were
marooned on Bollvar Peninsula. After his companions dled
from exposure, De BeIIisIe was taken prisoner by Indians at
Galveston Island and ln a few weeks was taken to their
vllIage on the east side of GaLveston Bay !,rhere he was made
a slave. After his escape and return to French Louislana,
De Bellls1e returned to Galveston Bay with Bernard de La
Harpe to explore the region and to establlsh a French fort
near the Indian vlllage lrhere De Bellls1e was held prlsoner.
La Harpe falled to win the confldence of the Indlans, and
the expedltlon returned to New Orleans (La Harpe 1971 2173-
1821 .

Trade soon developed between the French from Ner,{
Orleans and the Indians along the lower frlnity and San
ilacinto Rivers. Thls trade ln furs, sklns, and bear grease
in exchange for European tools, ornaments, guns, clothr. and
whiskey continued untll 1754 when Joseph Blanpain, a French'
trader, was arrested by the Spanish for trespassing ln
Spanlsh Terrltory and for building a trading post on a
lagoon Just east of the Trlnity Rlver near present clay
Wal1isviIle (Epperson and FuIIen 1987).

The Capoque Indians became known as the Karankawa, the
IIan as the Attakapa, and the Charruco as the Orcoqulza. In
1756 the Spanish establlshed Presidlo San Agustin de Ahumada
on the slte of .Ioseph Blanpaln's tradlng post to prevent
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further intrusion by the French into the region. They also 
built Mission Nuestra Senora de La Luz for the Orcoquiza 
Indians within the walls of the ptesidio. The presidio and 
the mission, which had been relocated on higher ground to 
the east of' the presidia, were destroyed in September, 1766, 
during a gulf storm. The Spanish rebuilt the mission and 
presidia, but in 1771 they abandoned El-Orcoquisac as the 
place was called (Bolton 1970; Fullen 1978). 

During the late 18th and early 19th centuries the 
native Orcoquiza Indian groups declined, probably due mostly 
to the effects of European diseases. They were replaced by 
the Koasati Indians who came from the Tennessee River area, 
first to the Red River in Louisiana, and then to the Sabine 
and Trinity Rivers in Texas. Remnants of the Koasati 
Indians joined with the Alabama Indians and are known today 
as the.  Alabama-Coushatta Tribe who live on a reservation in 
Polk County, Texas (Berlandier 1969:124). 

It is possible that historic artifacts such as small 
glass trade beads, religious medals, Coins, gun parts, metal 
tools, vermillion, bottle glass, European ceramics, basalt 
manos and metates, and other European artifacts are present 
in the historic Indian campsites in the area. These 
artifacts, if recovered, could provide important new 
information on questions concerning the culture history and 
the culture processes of the native Americans at the time of 
contact with Europeans who entered the region in the 16th, 
18th and 19th centuries. 
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further intruslon by the French lnto the regLon. They also
bullt Misslon Nuestra Senora de La Luz for the orcoguiza
Indians within the walls of the presidlo. The presidio and
the mlsEion, which had been relocated on hlgher ground to
the eaEt. o-f the prealdlo, were deEtroyed ln September, 1756,
during a Siulf storm. The SpanLEh rebullt the mlssion and
presidio, but Lrt 1771 they abandoned El -orcoquisac as the
place was cqllecl (Bolton 1970; FuIIen 1978)

During the late 18th and early 19th centurles the
native Orcoqulza Indlan groups declined, probably due mostly
to the effects of European diseaseE. They were replaced by
the .Koasatl Indians who cane ftom the Tennessee River area,
flrst to the Red River in Loulslana, and then to the Sabine
and Trlnity RiverE In Texas. RemnantE of the Koasatl
IndianE' jolned with the Alabama Indiang and are known today
aE the, Alabama-Coushatta Tribe who live on a reservation ln
Polk Coirnty, Texas (Berlandler 196921241 .

.It is possible that historlc artlfacts such as small
giass trade beads, religloua rnedals, bolns, gun parts, metal
tools, venoilllon, bottle gIass, European ceramics, basalt
manos and metates, and other European artifactE are present
in the historlc IndLan campsites ln the area. These
artifqcts, if recovered, could provide lmportant new
lnformation on questlong concernlng the culture hlstory and
the' culture processes of the natlve Amerlcans at the tine of
contact with Europeans ldho entered the region in the 16th,
1 8th and 19th centuries.
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EL ATASCOSITO 

Jean L. Epperson 

A number of geographical locations in early Texas were 
named Atagboso or Atascosito. This narrative will focus on 
Atascosito near the Trinity River in present day Liberty 
County, Texas. 	The name Atascoso is derived from the 
Spanish noun atasco which means an obstruction or Obstacle. 
When the spanTiE-Hminutive -ito is added to the end of the 
word-the meaning becomes little obstruction. Atascosito  was 
sometimes used to describe a little muddy or boggy place. 
The name was very appropriate for this location as multiple 
springs along the banks of a creek make the area muddy and 
boggy. Anglo settlers often ended Atascosito with an a or 
mispronounced the word; e.g. "Tuscasito". 

IMmediately to the west of the creek, presently known 
as Wood Spring Creek, the valley wall falls away sharply to 
the Trinity: River bottoms which are frequently flooded. 
To.: the east of the springs a high sand ridge and sandy 
plain offer desirable habitation sites. 

Early Place Names  

One of the earliest places named Atascosito was a ranch 
associated with the mission of San Jose de Aguayo, founded 
in 1720: , The ranch was in what is now Wilson County, 3 
miles from Floresville on the west bank of the San Antonio 
River (Castaneda 1976:14;- Heusinger 1936:91,92). 

A stream or arroyo on the east bank of the Trinity 
River above the Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada del 
Orcoquisac was named Atascozo on the 1757 map that Bernardo 
de Miranda made after his explorations in 1756. See Figure 4 
for the locations of Atascozo, an Horcoquisa Indian village 
and Presidio San Agustin (Bryan and Hanak 1961:14). Miranda 
did not indicate that there was a habitation of any kind at 
Atascoso although he covered his map with houses and tepees 
in other places. 

This same location was described in a letter from Fray 
Francisco Vallejo to the Viceroy in February 1758. 	He 
complained about the miserable and unhealthy living 
conditions at the Mission Nuestra Senora de la Luz and 
Presidio San Augustin de Ahumada del Orcoquisac, which was 
founded in 1756 at present day Wallisville, Texas on the 
lower Trinity River. 	Vallejo requested removal of these 
establishments to El Atascoso. Vallejo and Fray Joseph 
Francisco Caro visited Atascosito or El Atascoso y Los 
Tranquillos and said that it-was one small league from the 
Rio Trinidad, had two springs of water capable of sustaining 
the colony, land of good quality, sufficient fire wood, 
horse ponds and abundances (pasturage) for the herds 
(Vallejo 1758). The removal was approved, but never made. 
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EL ATASCOSITO

Jean L. Epperson

' A number of geographlcal locatLonE ln early Texas were
named AtasSoso or Atascosito. Thls narratlve wlII focus on
Atascoslto' neaf the Trinity River in present day Liberty
Countyl Texaa. . The riame Atascoso 1s derlved from the
Spanish noun atasco whLch means an obstructLon or 'obstacle.
When the Spanlsh diminutlve .&. ls added to the end of the
rrordi the rneaning becomeE ltttfa oUstructlon. Atascoslto t aa
s6ire€lmes 'used to desqribe a littl.e muddy or@ffiace.
The name !'ras very approprlate for thls location as multlple
springs along the banks of a cr6ek make the area muddy and
boggy. Anglo settlers often ended AtaEcoslto wlth an a or
mlipronounced the word; d.s. "Tuscasi.to".

fdlmediately to the west of the creek, presently known
as Wood Spalrig Creek, the valley wall falls away sharply to
the Trlnlty. Rlver bottoms. whLch are freguently flooded.
To. the east of the sprlngs a high sand rldge and sandyplain offer desirable habitation sites.

le
EE
coI i* p

iEEH
=6fI HffEE

I E?aH

Earlv Place Names

'ons of the earliest places named Atascosito was a ranch
assoclatedr, wtth''the nlsslon of San Jose de Aguayo, founded
ln 1720. :', The ranch wab In what ls now Wil6on' County, 3mlles from Floresvllld onrthe west bank of the San Antonio
Rlver. (Cdstaneda 1976214i" Heuslnger 1936291 ,921 .

A stream or arroyo on the east bank of the Trlnity
River above the Presldio San Agustln de Ahumada ilel
Orcoqulsac wag named. Atascozo on the 1757 map that Bernardo
de Mlranda made after his exploratlons ln 1256. See Figure 4for the locations of Atascozo, an Horcoqulsa fndian village
and Presldio San Agustin (Bryan and Hanak 1961:14). Mlrandadld not lndicate that there was a habitation of any kind at
Atascoso although he covered his map with houses and tepeesln other places.

Ttlls same location was described in a letter from FrayFranclsco ValleJo to the Viceroy in February 1758. IIacomplained about the mlserable and unhealthy Ilvlngcondltions at the Misslon Nuestra Senora de la L:uz andPresldlo San Augustln de Ahumada del Orcoqulsac, which was
founded in 1756 at present day Wa1llsvl1le, Texas on thelower Trinity Rlver. ValIeJo requested removal of these
establlshments to El Atascoso. VatleJo and Fray iloseph
Franclsco Caro vlsited Atascosito or EI Atascoso y LosTranquillos and said that it. lras one small league from the
Rio Trlnldad, had two springs of water capable of sustainingthe colony, Iand of good guality, sufflclent fire wootl,
horse ponds and abundances (pasturage) for the herds(VaIIeJo. 1758). The removal was approved. but never made.
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Figure 4. 1757 map of Bernardo de Miranda's explorations of 
the province of Texas. 
(reproduced from Bryan and Hanak 1961:14) 
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Louisiana was ceded by France to Spain in 1762. The 
capital of Texas was moved from Los Adaes, present day 
Robeline, Louisiana, to San Antonio, Texas. The east Texas 
missions, no longer necessary, were moved or abandoned 
(Bolton 1970:374). 

The expedition of Nicolas de Lafora in 1766-1768 
mentioned 3 different locations named Atascoso or 
Atascosito. The first named was Atascosito arroyo, beyond 
the Pedernales River. The second was in east Texas. As the 
expedition traveled east, they crossed an arroyo called La 
Nana; and 2-3/4 leagues beyond they camped on the banks of 
the Atascoso. The'third, in Liberty County today, was 
recorded in the diary of Lafora as El Atascoso on October 8, 
1767. The locations of El Atascoso and Orcoquizac are shown 
on the eastern portion of Nicolas de Lafora's map shown in 
Figure 5. 	This is the first mention of a possible 
habitation at what was later to be known as Atascosito. 

... we entered Guajolote (turkey) plain. When it 
rains this plain becomes a lake, at times 
impassable, the water reaching to a man's waist 
and to a horse's belly. We , traveled for four 
leagues to a small rancho at a place• called El 
Atascoso. Here we camped. Extraordinary feat-
ures of this plain are flat-topped mounds, for 
four to six varas in diameter and from one to 
two in height, which nature has scattered about 
in great number making it passable. Rising above 
the surface of the water they serve as a resting 
place for the people who often have to carry their 
goods on their shoulders because the beast become 
worn out, or lack food. On these mounds• they can 
keep their feet dry while packing the loads which 
otherwise would be almost impossible (Kinnaird 
1958:153, 166, 170). 

Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada and Mission Nuestra 

II *cc  abandoned by the Spanish in 1771 (Bolton 1970:374). 
Senora de la Luz, known collectively as El Orcoquisac, were 

cc  
cc) 	 Fourteen years later Fray Joseph Mariano Reyes, who was 7=1 	 stationed at Nacogdoches, was scolded for attempting to 

7.2:Ei cc a restore the mission of the Orcoquisa Indians without first uj  

	

Cr) 	obtaining the consent of his superiors. 	He was told to 
3 z 

	

w L11 	return the cows and the supplies to Nacogdoches. The fact UJ
CC 

en C--) 	N-• 

	

LI N. 	that this temporary mission was at Atascosito rather than 
Orcoquisac was proven by Reyes' statement in1788 that he 

cc 4=, 	was visited at San Juan Capistrano by Orcoquisa Indians who cc *-- co w V3 -- =/ U3 remonstrated with him about returning to El Atascosito and 

r restoring their mission (Leutenegger and Habig 1973:143,153; 
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Loulslana was ceded by France to Spain in 1762. The
capital of Texas was moved from Los AdaeE, present day
Robeline, Louisiana, to San Antonl,o, Texas. The east Texas
misslons, no Ionger necessary, were moved or abandoned
(Bolton 197O23741 .

The expedltlon of Nlcolas de Lafora l-n 1766-1768
mentLoned 3 dlfferent locatlonE named Atascoso or
Atascosito. The flrst named was Atascosito arroyo, beyond
the Pedernales River. The second was in east Texas. As the
expedltlon traveled east, they crossed an arroyo cal1ed La
Nana; and 2-314 leagues beyond they camped on the banks of
the Atascoso. The'thJ.rd, ln Liberty County today, was
recorded in the dlary of Lafora as EI Atascoso on October 8,
1767. The locatlons of EI Atascoso and Orcoquizac are shown
on the eastern portion of NLcolas de Lafora's map shown ln
Flgure 5. This is the first mentLon of a posslble
habitatlon at what was later to be known as Atascoslto.

... lre entered Guajolote (turkey) plain. When it
raLns thls plaln becomes a lake, at tl.mes
impassable, the water reaohlnqr to a mants walst
and to a horset s belly. We traveled for four
leagues to a small rancho at a plac6 called EI
Atascosoi llere lre camped. Extiaordinary feat-
ures of thls plaln are flat-topped moundS, fot
four to six vaias 1n diameter -ind from one to
trro in helght, whLch nature has Ecattered about
ln great number maklng 1t passable. RlsinE above
the surface of the water they sefve as a resting
place for the pdople who often have to carry their
goods on thelr shoulders because the beast become
worn out, or lack food. On these mounds they can
keep their feet dry whlle packing the loads whlch
otherwise would be almost lmpossible (Klnnalrd
1 958:1 53 , 156 , 1701 .

Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada and MlsElon Nuestra
Senora de la Luz, known collectively as El Orcoqulsac, were
abandoned by the Spanlsh in 1771 (Bolton 1970.3741 .Fourteen years later Fray Joseph Marlano Reyes, who was
statloned at Nacogdoches, was scolded for attempting to
restore the misslon of the Orcoquisa Indlans wlthout first
obtalnlng the consent of hls superiors. He was told toreturn the cows and the supplies to Nacogdoches. The factthat thls temporary missLon was at Atascoslto rather than
Orcoquisac lras proven by Reyes I statement tn 1788 that he
was visl.ted at San Juan Caplstrano by Orcoqulsa Indlans who
remonstrated with him about returning to E1 Atascoslto and
restoring thelr mlssion (Leutenegger and Hab19 197321 43,153i
Reyes 1 788 ) .
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Figure 5. The eastern portion of Nicolas de Lafora's map of 
the Province of Texas. 
(reproduced from Kinnaird 1958) 
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Flgure 5. The eastern portlon of Nlcolas de Lafora's map of
the Province of Texas .
( reproduced from Klnnaird 1958)
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The Atascosito Road 

The Atascosito.  Road or lower Camino Real began at La 
Bahia (Goliad) and ran northeastward to a sandy, shallow 
crossing on the Trinity River that had been used since early 
historic times; then 1 league east, or approximately 3 
miles, to the springs near where the settlement of 
Atascosito developed. The eastward extension of the road 
was known as the 000lousas Road. It is not certain by whom 
or when the trace was first called the Atascosito Road. 

From Atascosito a trail led south to Orcoquisac and the 
lower Trinity River. A second trail went northeast from 
Atascosito to Nacogdoches. After the founding of Trinidad 
de Salcedo in 1806 on the upper Trinity River in present day 
Trinity County, a third road ran north to connect 
Atascosito and Salcedo. 

In 1956, Ross G. Partlow; Jr., 	a registered public 
surveyor,_ conducted a study of the Atascosito Road. He 
carried out a field survey and. constructed a map showing the 
probable location of the road -frOm the Trinity River 
'eastward to Big Bayou. . In 1974, Miriam Partlow added 
additional sites to Ross Partlowi s map and the combined 
results of their studies are shown'in Figure 6. Atascosito 
Springs and the site of Atascosito are-also shown on the map 
(Partlow 1974:20). 

Founding of the Military Post of Atascosito.  

Jose Joaquin Ugarte, the commandant at Nacogdoches, 
wrote on November 4, 1804, to the Governor, Juan Bautista de 
Elguezabal, that it was absolutely necessary that a 
detachment of 12 or 15 soldiers be stationed at Orcoquisac 
or Atascosito in order to prevent herds of horses from being 
driven along the coast and taken to Louisiana (Ugarte 1804). 

Sergeant Juan Antonio Urrutia, of the Flying Company of 
San Carlos de Parras, was ordered by the governor on 
January 8, 1805, to leave La Bahia with a squad of soldiers 
to occupy the station at Atascosito. He was instructed to: 
make camp; maintain harmonious relations with the Indians of 
the vicinity; reconnoiter the area for caballadas (horse 

I/ -4 cr 
 c, herds) being driven illegally to Louisiana; apprehend 

persons without passports or with contrabandgoods; 2 
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 T.; 	forestall entrance into the Trinity River of any vessels, 
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ul 	especially those of foreigners; and instructed to build a c., 

	

Lr, 	stockade for his protection (Elguezabal 1805). There is no 
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garrisoned before this time. 

Urrutia reported March 15 that he had constructed seven mcDr- 

	

co cc 	lacals (huts) and a corral at Atascosito (Valle 1805a). 
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Coushatta Indians were living on the opposite bank of the 
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The Atascosito Road

The Atascoslto Road or Iower Camino Real began at La
Bahla (co11ad) and ran northeastward to a sandy, shallow
crossLng on the Trinity River that had been used slnce early
historic u.nesi then 1 league east, or approximately 3
mL1es, to' the. sprlngs near where the settlernent of
Atascosito developed. . The eastward extenElon of the road
was known as the Opelousas Road. It Is not certain by whom
or when the trace was flrst called the Atascoslto Road.

From AtascosLto a trail led south to Orcoqulsac and the
Iower Trinity Rl.ver. A second tralI. went northeast from
Atascoslto to Nacogdoches. After the founding of Trlnidad
de Salcedo ln 1806 on the upper TrJ.nlty Rlver ln present dayTrinlty County, a third road ran north to connect
Atascoslto and Salcedo.

: 14 1956, RosE c. Partlow, Jr., a reglstered public
surveyor, conducted a study of the Atascosito Road. He
carrled otit a field survey and constructed a map showlng theprobable loC'atton of the road from th€' T;lnity Rlver
eastward to Big Bayou- ln 1974, Miriam Partlow added
additlonal sltes to Ross Partlowrs map and thg comblned
results of thelr studies are showniin Ftgure 6. Atascosito
SprLngs and the site of Atascoslto are also shown on the map
(Partlow 1974:2O1.

Foundlng of the Milltary post of Atascoslto

Jose Joaguln Ugarte, the commandant at Nacogdoches,
wrote on November 4, 1804, to the covernor, Juan Bautlsta de
Elguezabal , that it rras absolutely necessary that a
detachnent of,. 12. or 15 soldiers be stationed at Orcoqulsac,or AtascoSito 1n order to prevent herds of horses from being
drlven along the coast and taken to Loulsiana (Ugarte 1804).

Sergeant Juan Antonlo Urrutla, of the Flylng Company ofSan Carlos de Parras, vras ordered by the governor- on
January 8, 1805, to leave La Bahla with a squad of soldlersto occupy the statlon at Atascosito. IIe rras Lnstructed to:
make camp; malntaln harmonlous relations wlth the fndians ofthe viclnlty; reconnoiter the area for caballadas (horse
herds) belng drlven tIlegalIy to r,oulsfEnE]-pprehendpersons wlthout passports or wlth contraband goodsi
forestall entrance lnto the Trlnlty River of any ve6se1s,especially those of forelgners; and instructed Lo build a
stockade for his protectlon (Elguezabal 1805). There ls nolndlcation ln the records that Atascoslto eraE evergarrlsoned before thls t1me.

Urrutla reported March 15 that he had constructed seven
Jacals (huts) and a corral at Atascosito (Valle 1805a).
Coushatta Indians were 11ving on the opposite bank of the
Trinity Rlver from Atascoslto and offered to help the
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Figure 6. Map of the location of a portion of the Old 
Atascosito Road in Liberty County, Texas. 
(reproduced from Partlow 1974:20) 
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commander to defend the settlement if they were needed 
(Salcedo 1805a). 

Immigrants, Visitors and Unwanted Guests  

Frenchman Bernardo Despallier, and Juan Brady, a 
Carmelite priest, proposed a colony and a port at the mouth 
of the Trinity River in 1804. The Spanish Crown, by royal 
decree, approved the opening of the Port of San Bernardo in 
1805; but the crown did not designate the exact place for 
the port, and it never became a reality. The establishment 
of the new town of Trinidad de Salcedo on the Trinity and 
the rumors of the authorization of a port spread rapidly 
through Louisiana. Immigrants began arriving seeking land 
in the area (Salcedo 1806a). 

Trinidad de Salcedo was. founded in February 1806 on the 
east bank of the Trinity River in present day Trinity 
County, Texas. The post was situated on the Upper Camino 
Real road which transversed the country from San Antonio to 
Nacogdoches. Today, Texas Highway 21 approximately follows 
the old route. Trinidad de Salcedo was the nearest Spanish 
garrison to Atascosito and the two maintained frequent 
communications. 

The garrison at Atascosito was soon to host prospective 
settlers and traveling visitors. 	The port was never 
established and the:settlers were directed to the interior 
or expelled by orders of Commandant General Nemesio Salcedo. 
On June 7, 1805, Sergeant Jose Mendes, commandant of the 
detachment of Atascosito, informed Dionisio Valle - in 
Nacogdoches that residents of Attacapas, Louisiana, Juan 
Garnier and Pedro Arzeneaux, with 2 enlisted men arrived and 
were asking for sites to build homes which were promised by 
Brogne de Clouet. 	Mendes was told to detain them at 
Atascosito until a decision was reached about their request. 
These men were the advance scouts for the 300 families 
which Clouet proposed to settle on the previous site of 
Orcoquisac. Eleven families of the settlers arrived in 

	

>-
ct 	

July and were placed in temporary quarters at Camp 
Orcoquisac at Atascosito (Valle 1805b; Valle 1805c; Salcedo 

	

cc 	 1805b; Castaneda 1976:vo1 5, pp. 124,125). 
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Illness swept the post of AtascoSito in July of 1805. 
The commandant, Sergeant Jose Mendes, Corporal Chirino, and 
4 soldiers were sick with chills and fevers. Sergeant 
Mendes was at the point of death and was begging for a 
priest. A messenger was sent for the nearest priest, who was 
at Nacogdoches (Valle 1805d). Mendes died and the official 
report in November was made by Sebastian Rodriguez. He 
stated that there was still sickness at the post and that 
the troops numbered only 12 men (Salcedo 1805c; Rodriguez 
1805). 

Geronimo de Herrera was in command of Atascosito by 
1806. While conducting an exploration expedition through 

I
I
I
I
i

I
I
I
I
I
t
I
T

T

21

commander to defend the settlernent If they were needed
( Salcedo 1 805a ) .

trmmlqrants, Vlsitors and Unrranted Guestg 
i

French,rBan Bernardo Despalller, and Juan Brady, a
Caimellte priest, proposed.a colony and a port at the moulh
of, the Trinity River ln 1804. The Spanlsh Cro\rn, by royal
d€cree, approved the opening of the Port of San Bernardo In
1805i but the-crown dld' not deslgnate the exact place for
the port, and lt never became a reall.ty. The establishment
of'. the netr to!iln of TrLnldad de Salcedo on the Trinlty and
the rutnors of the authorLzation of a port spread rapldly
through LouisLana. Imml.grants began arrlving seeking land
ln the area (Sa1cedlo 1805a).

Trinldad de Salcedo was. founded ln February 1806 on the
east bank of the Trinity River in present day Trinity
County, Texas. The post was sltuated on the Upper Camlno
Real road which transversed the country from San Antonio to
Nacogdoches - Today, Texas Hlghway 21 approximately, follows
the old route. Trlnidad de Sa'lcedo was the nearest Spanish
garrlson to AtaEcosLto and the two maintal.ned frequent
communlcatlons.

The EarrLson at Atascosito vras soon to host prospectl-ve
settlers and travellng vlsLtors. The port $ras never
established and thersettlers were directed to the interlor
or expelled by orders of Commandant Genenal Nemesio Salcedo.
On June 7, 1805, Sergeant Jose Mendea, commandant of the
detachment of Atascoslto, lnfbrmed DLonislo Valle in
Nacogdoches that resldents of Attacapas, Loulsiana, ifuan
Garnler and Pedro Arzeneaux, wlth 2 en}lsted men arrived and
lrere asklng for sites to bulld homes whlch were promised by
Brogne de Clouet. Mendes was told to detain them at
Atascoslto until a decislon. was reached about their request.
These men were the advance Ecouts for the 300 familleswhich Clouet proposed to settle on the prevlous site of
Orcoqulsac. Eleven fanilies of the settlers arrived ln
July and rrere placed ln temporary quarters at Camp
Orcoqulsac at Atascosito (Valle 1805b; Valle 1805c; Salcedo
1805b; Castaneda 1976:vol 5, pp. 124,1251 .

Illness swept the post of Atascoslto 1n July of 1805.
The commandant, Sergeant JoEe Mendes, corporal Chlrlno, and
4 soldlers were sick wlth chills and fevers. Sergeant
Mendes rras at the polnt of death and was begging for aprlest. A messenger was sent for the neareEt prlest, who was
at NacogdocheE (Valle 1805d). Mendes died and the official
report in November was made by Sebastlan Rodriguez. He
stated that there was stlll sicknesg at the post and that
the troops numbered only 12 men (Salcedo 1805c; Rodrtguez
180s).

Geronlmo de Herrera was in connand of Atascoslto by
1806. While conductlng an exploratlon expedltion through

I4
cc
coI ==* 

=oF (')

I EH *
=g_FI EEEE

I E?rE

li



22 

Louitiana and east Texas, Brigadier Gener,al Sebastian Calvo 
de la Puerta y 	 - Makques CasaCalvo" visited 
Atascotito the latt part of 1805 and the first part of 1806. 
Casa-Calvo , was the boundary commissioner between Texas and 
Louisiana'and former governor of Louisiana,. The commission, 
traveling-1:1T water in the Vigilante, the Delfina and letter 
craft, arrived in San Bernardo-Bay (Galveston Bay) where 
they separated. into 2 groups.. 	The, naval detachment 
cOntinueditt*inspecticin and: sounding ofSan Bernardo Bay. 
Casa-Calvo, accompanied by his men including-, Thomas Power 
the surveyor', and Nicolas de Finiels the engineer, rested at 
the recently established post of Atascosito before 
continuing- their return to. Louisiana by. land. Saddle horses 
and- pack muleswere secured and loaded with the expedition's 
equipMent.- - When the expedition left for Nadogdoches, a 
detachment of troOps- fromthe post marched with it (Holmes 
1966:324-339). Nicolas de Finiels drew.a. map of the area 
transversed.by the expedition (Holmes 1963:37). 

Bernardo Despallier, who immigrated with his family to 
Texas in February 1804, was appointed second in command at 
Atascosito and general Indian agent by Governor Antonio 
Corder°. Despallier was granted a monthly salary of 70 pesos 
out of the Mestena fund and arrived in Atascosito on March 
4, 1806, from San Antonio. Cordero attempted to justify, to 
an irate Salcedo, the appointment of a Louisiana immigrant, 
not yet formally admitted, by extolling Despallier's 
knowledge of Indian languages, his friendship with the 
Alabamas, the Choctaws, and the Coushattas and his 
experience as a forester in Lousiana. Salcedo ordered the 
immediate discharge of Despallier and dispensed with his 
salary 	(Cordero 1806a, 1806b; Salcedo 1806b; Despallier 
1806). 	Despallier and his family were listed as residents 
of Trinidad de Salcedo on the 1806 Census (Hatcher 1976:324-
328). 

Daniel Boone, a nephew of Kentucky's famous Boone, was 
a resident of Opelousas before immigrating to Texas. 
Writing from Atascosito on June 11, 1806, Boone asked 

>-- 	 permission to settle in Texas. 	He eventually became a cc  
‹c 	 resident of San Antonio (Hatcher 1976:322-323). 
cc 
co 

In July, Father Domingo Joaquin de Solana, former 
pastor of San Bernardo de la Nueva Godoy, Louisiana, c 	cx ac 

2=ILLI ,- 	arrived at Atascosito by ship from New Orleans. 	Geronimo ci 	V)  

CD 	
Herrera, the commander of the post, considered his arrival 

ti very fortunate and was happy to allow him to remain until cc LC3 	his petition was decided. 	He said, 	"...Divine Providence 2! r r., (,) 
had sent him (Solana) for the spiritual comfort of the men F- cn nir.“5. 	and their families in these critical times when the soldiers 

=D 
c'ILL, 

ora 
?=E?= 	and the small group of families at this post were suffering 

m:la=5EE 	from an epidemic of fever." (Castaneda 	1976:vol. 5, p. 
McD  'In 	328). .:t o 	3 	Father Solana had come apparently as an agent for 
cn cc CL -1 Juan Evalvez„ a wealthy and respected Irishman of New 

Orleans, who desired to found a settlement at Orcoquisac. 
Solana's mission proved futile. 	In the early fall he was 
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LouLsLana and east Texas, Brlgadier cenerFl Sebastian Calvo
de La Puerta y OrFarr1.ll, Maiques Casa-Calvo visited
Atascoslto the last part of 1805 and the first part of 1806.
Casa-Calvo . was the boundary conmissloner between TexaE and
LouisLana.anA formeri governor of LouLslana: The commlsslon,
trave}lng: by, lrater ln the VlqLlante, the Delftna and lessercraft, arriveid Ln San Beriardo Bay ( calvEEton Bay) where
they Eeparated, into. 2 groups. The . naval detachment
contLnued. Its'lnspectlon and soundlng of San Bernardo Bay.
Casa-Calvo, acconpanled by his men lncludLng, Thomas Power
the surveyor, and Nlcolas de Flnlels the englneer, rested at
the recently established post of Atascoslto before
contlnulng'. their return to Louislana. by. land. Saddle horses
and pack mules were secured and loaded with the expeditlonrs
equipment., When the expeditlon left for Nacogdoches, a
detachnent of troops from the'post marched with tt (Holmes
1955:324-339). Nlcarlas de Flnlels drew a rirap of the area
trangversed by the .expeditton (Holnes 1963:37).

. Bernardo DeEpallier, who im.nigrated. wlth his family to
Texaa in February 1804, lras appolnted second Ln command at
Atascosito and, general fndlan agent by covernor Antonio
Cordero. Despalller was granted a monthly salary of 70 pesos
out of the Uegtena fund and arrlved i.n Atascosito on March
4, 1806, from San Antonio. Cordero attenpted to Justlfy, to
an lrate Sa1cedo, the appolntrnent of a.LouLsiana lmmigrant,
not yet formally adnltted, by. extolllng. Despallieris
knowledge of Indian languages, his frlendshlp wlth the
Alabamas, the Choctaws, and the Coushattag 'and his
experlence as a forester ln LousLana. Salcedo ordered the
lmmedlate dlscharge of Despallier and dlspensed t lth hlssalary. (Cordero 1806a, 1805b, Salcedo 18O6bt Despallier
1806). Despalller and hiE farully were lIsted as resldents
of Trlnldad de Salcedo on the 1806 Census (Eatcher 19762324-
328).

Danlel Boone, a nephew of Kentucky ts famous Boone, was
a resldent of, Opelousas before lurnigratlng to Texas.
Wrltlng from Atascosito oflr i[g1E 11 , 1805, Boone askedpernission to settle in Texas. He eventually became a
resldent of San Antonlo (Eatcher 19762322-3231 .

fn July, Father Domingo iloaquln de Solana; forner
pastor of San Bernardo de Ia Nueva. Godoy, Louislana,
arrived at Atascosito by shlp froE New Or1eans. Geronimo
Herrera, the comnander of the post, consldered hl.s arrival
very fortunate and vras happy to allor him to remaln until
his petltlon waE declded. IIe sald. ,t...Dlvine providence
had sent hin (Solana) for the splritual comfort of the men
and thelr famllles ln these crlttcal tlmes when the.soldlers
qnd the snall group of famllies at thls poEt rrere sufferlngfrom an epldeurlc of fever." (Castaneda 1975:vol . 5, p.
328). Father Solana had come apparently as an agent foriluan Evalvez, a wealthy and respected frlshnan of NewOrleans, who desired to found a settlenent at Orcogulsac.Solanars mlsslon proved futile. In the early fall he was
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still at Atascosito, and ill.with malaria. 	The springs at 
Atascosito were both a blessing, providing fresh water, and 
a curse, as a breeding place for mosquitoes. 

On July 30, 1806, the coastal patrol from Atascosito 
apprehended, 4 Spaniards who arrived at the mouth of. the 
Neches River in a pirogue with a cargo of rice and brandy. 
They were ordered to return to their point of departure with 
their cargo and warned that if they appeared on the coast 
again they would be arrested and their merchandise 
confiscated (Faulk 1964:41). 

The number of Spanish troops in Texas reached an all 
time high in November 1806 shortly before the "Neutral 
Ground Agreement" was concluded between Mexico and the 
United States. There were 883 soldiers in the Nacogdoches 
area, 178 at San Antonio, 76 at La Bahia, 76 at Atascosito, 
25 at Trinidad de Salcedo, and 35 scattered at the posts on 
the Guadalupe, Colorado and San Marcos Rivers 	(Salcedo 
1806c). See Figure 7. "Plano Geographico de la Prouyncya de 
Texas". This 1807 map shows the military stance of Texas 
following the Neutral Ground Agreement of 1806; and includes 
the locations of Atascosito and Trinidad de Salcedo (Wilson 
and Jackson 1987:157,176). 

During November 1806 arrivals at Atascosito, reported 
Commandant Geronimo de Herrera, included: 7 Frenchmen from 
Opelousas driving 400 head of stock; 6 families of Attacapa 
Indians from the village of, the same name, in order to join 
those of the same tribe that were already there; Juan 
Erendrek (John Hendrick), an American from Attacapas; with 3 
servants, and 400 head of stock; and 3 soldiers set out to 
escort a family from the Neches that was on its way to 
settle in the province (G. Herrera 1806a). 

A redistribution of troops must have occurred after the 
tensions eased on the border of Texas and Louisiana as 
Herrera-reported on December 1, 1806, that the detachment of 
Orcoquisac:fat AtascositOtotaled 44 men. Four soldiers were 
on the:sick list (G. Herrera 1806b). 

The last month of 1806 proved active when the coastal 
patrol found 5 families at the mouth of the_Neches River who 
had been ship-wrecked. They had lost part of their baggage 
and all of their food supplies. The people were from the 
Calcasieu, and they had come with the object of establishing 
their residence in one of the new settlements in Texas (G. 
Herrera, December 31, 1806). A muleteer, Narsiso Sanchez, 
delivered 9 cargas of flour from Nacogdoches to Orcoquisac 
(Atascosito) and was charged with consuming 1 carga on the 
way valued at 31 pesos and 5 reales (Arrambide 1807). 

It is obvious from the correspondence and later 
references that Camp Orcoquisac, the Post of Orcoquisac and 
Atascosito were one and the same and not the previously 
abandoned Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada del Orcoquisac. 
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stlll at Atascoslto' and lll wlth malarla. The springs at
Atascosito were both a blessing, providlng fresh water, and
a curse, as a breedlng place for mosqultoes.

On JuIy 30, 1806, the coaEtal patrol from Atascoslto
apprehended. 4 Spanlards who arrlved at the mouth of the
Neches ttiver ir1 a pirogue wlth a cargo of rlce and brandy.
They were ordered to return to thelr poilr!. of departure wlth
their cargo and warned that If they appeared on t}re coast
agaJ.n they would be arrested and their merchandlse
conflscated (Fau1k 1964:41 ) .

Th; number of Spanlsh troops in Texas reached an atl
time high in November 1806 shortIy,, .before the "NeutralGround Agreernent'r rras concluded between Mexico and the
United. States., There were 883. soldlers ln the Nacogdoches
area, 178 at San Antonio, 76 at La Bahla;..76' at Atascosito,
25 at Trlnldad de Salcedo, and 35 Ecattered at the posts on
the Guadalupe, Colorado . and San MarcoE I R1vers (Salcedo
1805c)_. See Flgure 7. "Plano Geographlco de, la Prouyncya de
Texasi!. . Thls 1807 nap shows the mllltary stance oi Texas
following the Neutral Ground Agreement of 1806; and lncludes
the locatlons of Atascoslto and Trlnidad de Salcedo (Wllson
and Jackson 1987:.157,176r.

Du,ring 'November 1806 arrlvals at Atascosito, , reported
Comman'dant GeronLmo de llerrera, includbd: 7 Erenehmen from
Opelousas drlvlng 400. head of stock; 6 families of., Attacapa
Indl.ans from the village of. the satne name, In order, to Jolnthose of the same tribe that were already there; Juan
Erendrek (John Hendrick), an Amerlcan from ALtacapas, with 3servants, and 400 head of stock; and 3 soldiers- sei out to
escort a family from the Neches that was on lts way tosettle in the provlnce (G. Herrera 1806a).

A redlstributlon of troops must have occurred after thetenslons eased on the border of Texas and LouLslana as
Ilerrera reported on December 1, 1806, that the detachment of
Orcoquisac at Atascosl.to totaled 44 men. Four soldiers vrere
on the slck list (G. Herrera 1806b).

The last month of 1806 proved actlve when the coastalpatrol found 5 fanllies at the mouth of the Neches Rlver who
had been shlp-wrecked. They had:1ost part of their baqgageand a1I of their food', supplies. The people were from--tfie .

Calcasieu, and they had come wlth the oLlect of establlshlng
thelr residence ln one of the new settlements ln Texas (G.
Herrera, Decenber 31 , 1805). A muleteer, Narsiso Sanchez,
delivered 9 carEas of flour from Nacogdoches to orcoqulsac(Atascosito) and was charged wlth consuming 1 carga on the
way valued at 31 pesos and 5 reales (Arramblde 1807).

It is obvlous from the correspondence and later
references that Camp Orcoquisac, the Post of Orcoqulsac and
Atascoslto were one and the same and not the prevlously
abandoned Presidlo San Agustln de Ahurnada del Orcoguisac.
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Figure 7. Plano Geographic° de la Prouyncya de Texas. 
(reproduced from Wilson and Jackson 1987:176) 
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Flgure 7. Plano Geographlco de la Prouyncya de Texas.
( reproduced from l{Ilson and Jackson 1987t1761
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Father Domingo Solana signed his letters Atascosito de 
Orcoquisac (Hatcher 1919). 

In February 1807 Father Solana. was still at Atascosito 
and it was ordered that a portable chapel be sent to him 
from Bexar.2The.chapel belonged-to the Company of the. Alamo, 
and 25 men`̀  of this company were already at Atascosito 
(Cordero1807): EtatherSolana was very pleased, and in a 
communication to-his, commandant, Geronimo de Herrera, urged 
him to order without delay the transmittal of the altar; 
ornaments', sacred vessels, oblations, wax and everything 
else needed to serve mass and to administer the sacraments. 
He alEic7vaskedHerrera to give him a list of the given names, 
family names and class of each person at the post, 
"...separatingthe soldiers from the civilians'in order that 
they may becompelled everyone (exclusive of those who do 
not have the use of their mind) to prepare themselves and 
make arrangements for their confession within• one month." 

AA.engthy liSt of supplies given-tothe Indians of the 
cbastfroM-August1806to August'1807 included • gunpowder, 
salt,flour, meat and tobacco (G. Herrera 1807a). 	Indian 
interpertert _Carlos Salient, was paid 32 pesos for his 
services, at the rate of 4 pesos per month from March. 10 to 
November 10, 1807 (G. Herrera 1807c). 

On Novembert, 1807i Herrera - conducted a census:of the 
jrnthigrantSr l  their-.= servants- and livestock that- were at 
Atascosito. 	Ten tent - 10.  women, 22 sons,- 13 daughters, 2 
male servants, 1 female,.servant, 673:head of. cattle and. 14 
horses' were-listed. See Appendix, Census Report of Immigrant 
FaMilies at Camp of Orcoquisac, November 1, 1807 (G. Herrera 
1807b). The people had come. from Louisiana and many of 
the surnames recordectby Geronimo de Herrera were. French or 
Anglo-American. 

Visitors by Sea  
• 

. Rapid changes of post commanders and maritime . 
activities underscored the year 1808 at Atascosito. 	At 
least 4 different groups came by sea. In January of 1808, 8 
people- led by Miguel de Larrua, . a Frenchman, came by boat 
from the Trinity River to Atascosito-  and requeSted 
permission to be received -as settlers. The group included 
Larrua's son; 	Carlos Rumanoli, an Italian servant; Juan 
Eugenio Michamps and his wife, Rosa Francisca Verchan; and 
Michamp's servants, Pedro Estevan and Pedro Flogny. All 
were:received by the local authorities as settlerst and in 
1809 Larrua was actually granted permission to examine :the 
coast from Louisiana to Matagorda, - by sea (Cordero 1808b, 
1808e, 1809a). 

Geronimo Herrera left Atascosito sometime. during the 
winter of 1807 after reporting his inability to move the 
immigrants to Trinidad de Salcedo as he had been instructed. 
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Father Dotnlngo Solana slgned his letters AtascosLto
OrcoquS.sac (Eatcher 1919 ) .

In February 1807 Father Solana was stlll at Atascoslto
and lt was ordered that a portable chapel be sent to hlm
from Bexar.. The chapel belonjed.to the Company of the Alamo,
and 25 men" of this company were already at Atascos j.to
(Cordero ,1807).. : Father.. Solana eras very pleased, and in a
com[unicatLon to his commandant, Geronlmo de Herrera, urged
hlm to. order r*ithout delay the transmlttal of the altar,
orrraments, sacred vessels, oblatlons, wax and everything
else needed to serve mass and to admlnlster the sacraments.
Ee also,askeE Ilerrera to give hlm a llst of the glven names,
family names r' and class of each person at the post,
"...separatlng. the soldlers from the civilians ln order that
they. nay be. courpelled everyone (excluslve of those who. do
not have the use of thelr mlnd) to prepare themselves and
make, arrangements for thelr confessLon within one month.tt
( Solana t8O7).

A'lengthy list of supplles gl-ven to--the Indlans of the
coast : frotn AugxrEt. 1805' to August 1807 included gunpowder,
saltr,flour, meat and tobacco (G. Eerrera 1807a). Indian
interperter, Carlos Salient, was pald 32 pesos for his
servicds, at thi: rate of 4 pesos per rnonth from March 10 to
November 10, 1807 (G. Herrera 1807c).

':.
., On November. 1, 1807r, Ilerrera conducted a census of the
luirigrants, thelr- servantE and llvestock that. were at
Atascoslto. Ten menr 'l 0 women, 22 aons, 13 dauEhters, 2
male servants, 1 female, servant, 573 head of qattle and 14
horses were ll.sted. See Appendix, Census Report of Immlgrant
Families at Camp of Orcoquisac, Novembe t, 1, 1807 (G. Herrera
1807b). . The people had come from Louislana and many of
the surnanes recorded. by Geronimo de Herrera were French or
Anglo-Amerlcan.

Visitors bv Sea
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Rapid changes of post commanders and maritlme
actlvltles underscored the year 1808 at Atascoslto. At
least 4 different groups came by sea. In January of 1808, I
people led by Mlgue1 de Larrua, a Frenchman, came by boat
from the Trlnlty Rlver to Atascoslto and reque-sted
permlsslon to be received.as settlers. The group lncluded
Larruars soni Carlos RumanolJ., an Itallan servanti Juan
Eugenlo Michamps and his wife, Rosa FrancLsca Verchan; and
Mlcharnp ls servants, Pedro Estevan and pedro Flogny. AII
were. received by the local authorlties as settlers; -and In
1809 Larrua was actually granted pernisslon to examine the
coast from Loulsiana to Matagorda, by sea (Cordero 1808b,
1 808e, 1 809a ) .

Geronlmo Ilerrera left Atascoslto sonetlme durlng the
wLnter of 1807 after reportlng hls inabillty to move the
immigrants to Trinldad de Salcedo as he had been lnstructed.
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His excuse was that there were not sufficient horses to make 
the move (G: Herrera 1807b). 	Herrera left Miguel Serrano 

• in charge' of the post. Serrano petitioned to be relieved of 
command prior to April 25, 1808 (Cordero 1808c). 

Felipe, Arciniega was appointed to replace Serrano 
(Salcedo 1808b). Arciniega forwarded the military reports 
of Atascosito on August 1, then was replaced by Jose Antonio 
Cuellar as commandant of the post by November 3 (Arciniega 
1808; Cuellar 1808). 

By February' 7, 1808, Father Solana had refused the post 
of Curate of Orcoquisac (Atascosito) stating that the 
settlers of that post were English and French and that he 
did, not speak their language. He also told the authorities 
that the former commandant of the post, Geronimo Herrera, 
arrived in Monterrey and told him that he (Herrera) had 
withdrawn all the troops from Atascosito. Nemesio Salcedo 
requested an explanation from Governor Antoino Cordero as to 
why Herrera had been permitted to leave Orcoquisac to go to 
Monterrey (Salcedo 1808a). Cordero's reply was not found. 
One of the men had been untruthful as the troops had not 
been withdrawn from Atascosito, Perhaps Solana-was trying 
to strengthen his' argument for declining the post of 
curate. 

Four mariners presented themselves to the commander of • 
Atascosito, February 1, 1808. They were sent by Captain Don 
Luis de Clouet, of the Royal Army, to ask permission to 
examine the coast as far as the Trinity and to sound the 
entrance of the river to try to determine whether or- not 
it was navigable. Three of the men, Andres Beray, Antonio 
Molinar and Jose Olivert were still at Atascosito in August 
when the post commander received a communication from 
Nemesio Salcedo expressing his opinion that the mariners 
were "suspicious characters of slight trustworthiness", but 
that-  they had permission to return to Louisiana by way of 
Nacogdoches. They were not to be permitted to return by sea 

›- 	 regardless of their reasons for requesting it (Cordero 
.cr 	 1808a; Salcedo 1808c). 
cc 
03 
.721 	 Nine of the immigrant families from Louisiana were 
-J 	 transfered from Atascosito to the new villa of Trinidad de 44c cc 	ca 

Lu 	 Salcedo during the summer of 1808 (Cordero 1808d; Varela ora 
—cts 	1808). C.0 Lu  
CC 
2 = 	 The annual military report was made in August of 1808 
2 cc 	by Felipe Arciniega. Thirty-four men were listed at the Post 
E43r415;;?.5 	of Atascosito, 16 of whom were ill. 	The munitions, the c/a 
CI U.1C3 co 	

equipment for the horses and the mounts were in serviceable 

	

cc 	condition, but the clothing was worn out, reported Arciniega 
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a 
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al 	(Arciniega 1808). 4cz 
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Permission was given in August for Father Jose Angel 

Cabasos to be replaced at Atascosito, because of the attacks 
of illness which he suffered, by Fray Francisco Maynes 
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His excuse was that there were not sufflcient horses to make
the move (G: Herrera 1807b). Herrera left Migue1 Serrano
in charge of the post. serrano petitloned to be relieved of
command prlor to Apr1l 25, 1808 ( Cordero 1808c)

Fell.pe, Arclnl.ega lras appolnted to replace Serrano
(SaIcedO 1808b); Arclnlega forwarded the mtlltary reperts
of Atascoslto on Augrus t 1, .then was replaced by Jose Anlonio
Cuellar aE cotnmandant of the post by November 3 (Arclnlega
1808; Cuellar 1808).

' By Februaryr 7, 1808, Father Solana had refused the poEt
of .Curat€.' of Orcoquisac (Atascoslto) statlng . that thesettfers of that post were English and French and that he
dld. not speak thek langiuage. He also told the authorltles
'that. the former conrmandant of the, post, Geronlmo llerrera,
arrlved Ln Monterreli and told him that he (Ilerrera) had
wlthdrawn all the troops fron Atascosito. Nemesio SaLcedo
requeEted an explanatlorr from Governor Antoino Cordero as to
why Herrera had been perurltted to Ieave Orcoguisac to go to
Monterrey ( Salcedo 1808a). Corderorg reply was not found.
One .of the nen had been untruthful as the.troops had not
been wLthdravrn fron Atascositoi Perhaps Solana, was trying
to strengthen hls argrument for decllning the post of
curate .

Four mariners presented themselves to the commander of
Atascosito. February 1, 1808. They were sent by Captain Don
Luls de Clouet, of the Royal Army, ..to ask Eermission toexanine the coast as far as the Tr.!.nlty and to sound the
entrance of the rlver to try to determine whether or- not
it was navLgable. Thiee of the men, Andres Beray, Antonio
Molinar and Jose Ollvert werE stlll at Atascoslto in August
whefi the post cornmander recelved a comrnunlcation frorr
Nemeslo Salcedo expressing hls oplnlon.that the marlners
were I'suEplcLous characters of slight trustworthinessrr, but
that they had permlsslon to return to Loulsiana by lray of
Nacogdoches. They were not to be perrnitted to return by sea
regardless of theLr reasons for requestlng tt (Cordero
1808ai Salcedo 1808c )

Nine of the lnrmigrant families from Loulsiana srere
transfered from Atascosito to the new villa of Trinidad de
Salcedo during the sunmer of 1808 (Cordero 1808d; Vare1a
1808).

Ehe annual mllitary report was made in August of lBOg
by Fellpe Arcl,niega. Thirty-four men Here llsted at the Post
of Atascoslto, 16 of whon were 1I1. The munltions r, the
equlpment for the horses and the mounts were in. serviceable
condltlon, but the clothlng. t as rrorn out, reported Arclnlega(Arclnlega 1808) .

Permlsslon was given ln August for Father Jose Angel
Cabasos to be replaced at Atascoslto, because of the attaiks
of illness whlch he suffered, by Fray FrancLsco Maynes
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(Maynes 1808). 

Marcelino de la Garza and 4 other soldiers were sent as 
replacements to Atascosito in September. They brought 5000 
pesos for salaries for the officers and for payment to the 
Indians of,. surrounding villages, for. corn and frijoles 
previously,,bOught from them (S„Herrera 1808). 

In November of 1808, Carlos. Tessier arrived by sea from 
Louisiana and requested permission from the commandant of 
Atascosito to continue his journey to Bexar as he had some 
personal property which belonged to the wife' of the newly 
appointed governor, Manuel Salcedo. Tessier was allowed to 
go. to Bexar because he had a passport to that point, but the 
crew of the boat in which they had come was detained under 
guard until further orders could be received. The boat crew 
was ordered back to New Orleans, and the master was to 
accompany them unless he wished to become a permanent 
settler (Hatcher 1976:136). 

Near the end of December 1808 there appeared at 
Atascosito another mariner and leader of a party of 
immigrants, Francisco: de,  la Rosa.. Rosa, accompanied" by 2 
slaves and '2 servants, came up the. Trinity River in a small 
boat. 	He had anchored his ship, with his family 'of 19 
persons and his belongings, off Culebra Island (Galveston). 
He declared his intention of settling at Bexar, brought 
documents signed by Jose Vidal, Vice-Consul of New Orleans 
and begged to be allowed to proceed to the harbor of 
Matagorda. 	The commandant readily gave the desired 
permission, because he "was convinced of the dangers of 
trying to bring the ship up the Trinity River or of leaving 
it where it was. Governor Salcedo believed that Rosa was a 
contraband trader and issued orders for his detention until 
his case could be decided. The local authorities could not 
carry out, these orders as Rosa was not seen again in Texas 
for ,2 months. Finally, he reappeared at Atascosito with a 
tale of a terrible storm which had blown him all the way to 
Campeche, his 	re-entry into Bahia de San Bernardo 
(Galveston Bay), and his return to Atascosito to search for 
food for his starving people. The commandant apparently 
believed the story and allowed him to depart on another trip 
to seek the port of Matagorda (Hatcher 1976:136,137). 

The year 1809 proved to be relatively tranquil at the 
Post of Atascosito. Commandant Cuellar delivered medals to 
the new Indian Chiefs, Tacpna and Nicopi of the Vidais and 
the Orcoquisa tribes (Calderon 1809; Cuellar I809a). Father 
Maynes had the portable altar transferred and continued to 
minister to the temporal needs of the inhabitants (Prieto 
1809)• The mail for Atascosito was lost due to the flooded 
condition of the San Jacinto River, and smuggling operations 
continued to be of concern 	(Cordero 1809b). 	Cuellar's 
military report in August listed 27 soldiers and officers, 
and 53 horses at the post (Cuellar 1809b). 
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(Maynes 1E08 ) .

Marcelino de 1a Garza and 4 other soldiers were sent as
replacements to Atascosito ln september. They brought 5000
pesos for salarLes for the offlcers and for palrment to the
Indl.ans of .. surroundlng vlllages for corn and friJoles
prevlously.Iought from them (S. Eerrera 1808).

In November of 1808r'Carlos Tessler arrlved by sea from
Louislana and requested pernlssion from the commandant of
Atascoslto to continue hls. J ourney to Bexar as he had some
personal property which belonged to the wife of the newly
appointedr governor, Manuel Salcedo. Tessier was allowed to
go to Bexar because he had a passport to that point, but the
creer of the boat In which they had come was detalned under
guard untll further orders. could be received. The boat crew
r as ordered back to New orleans, and the naster $ras to
accompany them unf.ess he wished to become a permanent
settler (Eatcher 1976:136) .

' NeaE the end of December 1808 there appeared at
Atascosj.to another mariner and leader of a .party of
imnigrants, Franclsco: de. Ia Rosa. RoEa, accompanied by 2
slaves and 2 servants, cane up the Trlnity River in a small
boat. He had anchored hls shlp, with his famlly of 19
persons and hls belonglngs, off Culebra lEland (Galveston).
He declared his intentlon of settllng at Bexar, brought
documents signed by Jose Vidal , Vlce-Consu1 of Ne!, Orleans
and begged to be allowed to proceed to the harbor of
Matagorda. The. commandant readlly ltave: the desiredpermission, because he 'was convinced of the dangers of
trying to brJ.ng the shJ.p up the Trinlty RLver or of leavlng
It where lt waE. Governor Salcedo belleved that Rosa was a
contraband trader and issued orders for his detentlon until
his case couLd be decided. The local authorltles could not
carry out these orders.aE Rosa waE not seen again in Texas
for,2 months. Flnally, he reappeared.at Atascoslto wlth a
tale of a terrible storm whlch had blown hln aII the way to
Campeche, his re-entry lnto Bahla de San Bernardo
(Galveston Bay), and his return to.Atascosito to search forfood for hls starving people. The commandant apparently
believed the story and allowed him to depart on another trlpto seek the port of Matagorda ( Ilatcher 1976..136,137).

The year 1809 proved to be relatlvely trangull at the
Post of Atascoslto. Conmandant Cuellar delivered medals to
the new Indlan Chlefs, Tacpna and Nlcopi of the Vldals and
the Orcoqulsa trlbes (Calderon 1809; Cuellar 1809a). Father
MayneE. .had the portable altar transferred and contlnued to
mlnlster to the temporal needs of the lnhabltants (prleto
1809).. The mall for Atascoslto was lost due to the flooded
condition of the San Jaclnto Rlver, and smuggting operations
contlnued to be of concern ( Cordero 1 80 9b ) . Cuellar ' smilltary report ln August listed 27 soldlers and offlcers,
and 53 horses at the post (Cuellar 1809b).
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1810 and Revolution  

The year 1810 was the formal beginning of the Mexican 
Revolution when Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla delivered 
his eloquent call for independence from Spain on September 
16. The Royalists faced a harrowing decade,  of intrigue, 
conflict and. filibustering in Texas. 

Father Francisco Maynes was transferred to Trinidad de 
Salcedo, where he staunchly defended the conduct of his 
parishioners and the resident foreigners to the visiting 
governor, Manuel Salcedo, in March (Almaraz 1971:53, 54; 
Mills 1980:4, 69, 237; Barker 	1919-1922:vol. 1, pp. 680- 
685). 

Jose Antonio Aguilar assumed command of the Post of 
Atascosito, which he was to administer for over a year. In 
July 1810 Aguilar complained of a serious lack of troops to 
carry on prescribed duties... Desertions and illness had 
taken their toll (Aguilar 1810a, 1810b). 	The. August report 
stated that 12 men were suffering from chills and fever. In 
September and October 6 soldiers were sent to the military 
hospital in Bexar (Aguilar 1810c, 1810d). Aguilar requested 
sick leave for himself in December. He needed medical 
attention for, what he termed, extreme ill health. His last 
correspondence from Atascosito to his superior was a 
military report dated January 1, 1811 (Aguilar 1810e, 
1811). 

1811 Revolution and Counter-Revolution,  

On the night of January 21, 1811, Juan Bautista de las 
Casas, a retired Spanish army. captain, effected a coup 
d'etat-in San Antonio for the revolutionists. . At dawn of 
the 22nd, Casas. and his supporters took over the garrison 
and placed Governor Manuel Salcedo under arrest.'. On the 
first..  day of his. administration Casas freed all 	the 
political. prisoners, and ordered the arrest of all 
European-born Spaniards and confiscation of their property. 
He also dispatched mounted troops to Nacogdoches and La 
Bahia to proclaim the new order and to arrest the commanders . 
and others who refused to recognize his authority (Almaraz 
1971:118). 

Commandant Jose Antonio Aguilar at Atascosito was 
probably deposed as there had been little time for him to 
have been granted a sick leave. A very fawning letter of 
congratulations was written at Atascosito from Pedro Jose 
Trevino to. Casas. Trevino had not been listed the previous 
year on the roster of soldiers at Atascosito but probably 
was a replacement. He wrote in part: 

Since the very day that I arrived at this Post poor 
health has taken hold of me so as to exhaust me. 
Reply if you can furnish me relief, for this 
climate and its rains are noxious to me. Already 
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181 0 and Revolutlon

The year 1810 i,ras the formal beginning of the Mexlcan
Revolutlon . when Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costllla deliveredhis eloquent call for Lndependence from Spain on September
16.__.The S.oyallsts faced a harrowlng decade of inlrigue,confllct aad. flllbustering ln. Texas.

Father Francisco Maynes was transferred. to Trlnldad deSalcedo, where. he staunchly defended the conduct of hisparl.EhlonerE and. the resldent foreigners to the visitinggoyernor, Manugl Salcedo; in March (Alnaraz 1971 :53, S4i
Ylll= t980:4, 69, 237i Barker 1919-1 922:vot. 1, pp. eeO_685).

. JoEe Antonlo Agullar assumed command of the post of
AtaEcosLto, whlch he was to adminlster for over a year. InJuly.1810 Agxl1lar complained of a serLous lack of Lroops tocarry on prescribed duties.. Desertlons and illness had
taken thelr toll (Agullar 181 0a, 1BlOb).r The August report
stated, that 12 men were sufferlng from chllls and fever. fnSeptember and October 6 soldieri were sent to the .nilltaryhospital in Bexar (Aguilar 1810c, 1810d). Agullar requestedslck leave for. hlnself 1n December. Ee needed medicalattentlon for, what he termed, extreme 111 health. Eis last
correspondence from Atascoslto to his superlor was ag!.l!ary report dated January 1, 181 1 (Aguilar 1810e,
1811).

181 1 REvo1utlon and Counter-Revolutlon

On the night of January 21 , 1811, Juan Bautlsta de lasCasas, a retlred Spanish army captal.n, effected a coup
d retat ln San Antonio for the ievolutlonlsts. At dawn ofthg 22dd, CaEas and hls supporters took over the garrlson
and placed Governor Manuel Salcedo under arrest. On thefirst day of his adnlnlstratlon Casas freed aII thepolltlcal prlsoners, and ordered the arrest of aII
European-born Spanlards and confiscatlon of thelr property.tle also dispatched mounted troops to Nacogdoches- aird La
Bahla to proclaln the new order and to arrest the commandersand others who refused to reaognize his authority (Almaraz
1971 :118).

Commandant Jose Antonlo Agul.lar at Atascoslto wasprobably deposed as there had been lltt1e time for him. tohave been granted a slck leave. A very fawning letter ofcongratulations lras wrltten at Atascoslto from -pedro JoseTrevlno to Casas. Trevino had not been listed the previousyear on the roster of soldiers at Atascosito but probably
was a replacement. Ee !,rrote ln part:

Slnce the very day that I arrlved at thls post poor
health has taken hold of ne so as to exhaust me.Rgpfy if you can furnish me relief, for thlsclimate and its ralns are noxlous to me. Already
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the malady of chills and fever is beginning....May 
God put all these difficulties to rights and may 
your mercy • lead us from this Second Purgatory 
(Trevino 1811). • 

Meanw4le - a counter-revolution by the Royalists led by 
Juan Manual Iambrano, toppled the autocratic Casas on March 
1, 1811, in San Antonio.,He.was subsequently court martialed 
in Monclova, found. guilty of treason and shot on August 3. 
His • head: was sent:back to San Antonio to reside on the top 
Of a pole in. the middle of the Military ,  Plaza (Almaraz 
1971:12414 . Hidalgo.. • had been apprehended and.eXecuted in 
Chihuahua July 27, 1811.- 	• • 

The rapid changes in government left a 5 month gap in 
the official correspondence and avoid • in the recorded 
activities of Atascosito.. GOvernor Salcedo' Simon de 
Herrera - and 12 other royalist officers had been sent under 
heavy guard to Monclova. After the restoration of the 
royalist government in Texas and the release of Salcedo and 
his officers, Salcedo went to Chihuahua to conduct the 
proceedings against the revolutionaries. He returned to 
Bexar on September 11, 1811,' but did not resume'his regular 
duties until December 	1811 (Almaraz 1971:125)-. 

	

After 5 months of silenceat AtaScosito - a 	page 
list of personal articles carried by a FrenchMan,- signed by 
Felipe'de la Garza on-July 11, 1811, found its way into the 
official correspondence. The regular correspondence 
resumed on DeCember 9• 1811, with a-report from Andres de 
Saldanas, the new CoMtandant of Atascosito. The report was 
an .inventory.•of horses and mules conSfiCated from Manuel 
Gallardo and his companions, Ignacio Herrera, Felix Mendez, 
Jose. Maria Vasaldua, and Manuel Flores. These men were 
apprehended a little west of Atascosito, while driving a 
large herd of hOrses and mules eastward toward the 
Louisiana border . and. the OpeloUsas market. A. lengthy 
transcription of the arrests and trials in Bexar.'• resulted 
(Garza 1811; Saldanas 1811, 1811-1812). 

Atascosito Post Abandoned  

The Post of Atascosito was abandoned in April of 1812. 
In order to meet the threat of the advancing Magee-Gutierrez 
Filibustering Expedition, Commandant Andres de Saldanas, 
aided by the military commander of Texas, Bernardino 
Benavides, 	and the troops of Atascosito, 'marched for 
Trinidad de Salcedo on the upper Trinity River (Garza 1812a, 
1812b). Atascosito Post was never again occupied for any 
length of time by the military of Spain or Mexico. 

The Atascosito garrison was utilized to reinforce 
Trinidad de Salcedo and Nacogdoches, after which the troops 
were pulled back to San Antonio. The battle of Rosillo, on 
March 29, 1813, between the filibusters and the Spanish 
Royalists ended in the defeat of the Royalists and the 
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your mercy lead us from this Second purgator!
( Trevlno 181 1 ) .

Meanwh|le a counter-revolution by the Royalists led by
Juan Manual Zambrano, toppled the autocratlc Casas on March1, 181 1, Ln San Antoiio..tfe was subseguently court martialedi! Monclova, found gullty of treason and shot on August 3.His head rras sent back to San Antonio to reside on the topof a pole In the mlddle of the Mllltary Plaza (Almaraz
197121.241. Eidlalgo had been apprehended and executed ln
Chihuahua iluly ,27, 1 81 1 .

The rapld changes In government left a 5 month gap 1nthe offlclal correspondence and a void in the recoidedactivitles of AtascoElto. Governor Salcedo, Simon deIlerrera and 12 other royallst offlcers had been sent underheavy guard to Monclova. After the restoratlon of theroyalist governmeht in Texas and the release of Salcedo andhis offlcers, Salcedo went to ChLhuahua to conduct theproceedlngs againEt the revolutionaries. IIe returned toBexar on September 11, 181 1, but did not resume hls regularduties untll December 15, 181 1 (Almaraz 1971:125).

After 5 ruonths of silence at Atascoslto, a 1 page
11st of_pelsonal artlcleq carried by a Frenchman, signed byFellpe de la Garza on July 11, 1911; found lts way iito theofficlal correspondence. The regular corrlspondenceresumed on December 9, lB1 1, with a:report from ai:dres deSaldanas, the new comlrandant of Atascoslto. ttre repoii:wasan inventory of horseE and mules consfLcated from MdnuelGallardo and hls companlols; fgnaclo llerrera, Ee1lx Mendez,Jose Marla Vasaldua, and Manuel Flores. ihese men srere
?pprehended a IlttIe west of AtascosJ.to, while drlvlng alarge herd of horses and" muleE eastward toward theLouislana border end the Opelousas market. n lengthytranscrlptlon of the arrests ind triaLs 1n Bexar ,"=rrit.d(Garza 1811 ; Saldanas 181 1 , 181 1-18121 .

Atascosito post Abandoned

The Post of Atascosito was abandoned in April. of 1g12.fn order to meet the threat of the advanclng Malee-GutlerrezFllibusterlng Expedltlon, Commandant endies de Saldanas,aided. _by the military commander of Texas, seiniidlnoBenavides, and the troops of Atascosltor' marched - iorTrinldad de Salcedo on the upper Trinlty Rlvei (carza 1l1ia;1812b1. Atascoslto post rras never again occupied for anylength of tlme by the military of Spain or Mexico.

The Atascosito garrison was utllized to reinforceTrinldad de Salcedo _and Nacogdoches, after which the troopswere pulIed back to San Antonlo. The battle of nosillo, onMarch.29, 1813, between the flllbusters and the SpiifstRoyallsts ended in the defeat of the Royalists arra [t"
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capitulation of San Antonio. On April 3, 14 Spanish 
officers, who had been made prisoners, were marched about 
1-1/2 miles below the town, and their throats were cut. 
Geronimo Herrera, the former commandant of Atascosito, was 
one of those unfortunate victims, along with Governor Manuel 
de Salcedo„Simon de Herrera and others (Warren 1943:49-50). 

s 

The invasion of • 1812 by Augustus Magee, Bernardo 
Gutierrez and the Republican Army of the North was, stalled 
by dissension among the leaders. Shortly thereafter, they 
were . defeated and scattered by General Jose • Joaquin 
Arrendondo "at'the-battle of.Medina in August 1813. Colonel 
Ignacio:Elizondo was'dispatched to pursue-the fleeing rebels 
and'to.clear Texas of all Royalist enemies. Remnants of the 
invading army, collaborating civilians and Indians' fled-  to 
the neutral ground east of the Sabine River. By the middle 
of —September'. 1813 the country between San Antonio and' the 
Sabine was desolate and. the. Royalists were. back in. control 
of Texas 

Rebels and Reconnaissance  

The New Orleans conspirators, the Mexican revolutionary 
government officials and the Baratarian pirates continued 
to plan for another invasion of Texas. The main routes of 
entry were to be from. Natchitoches to Nacogdoches, down the 
Trinity River to Galveston; the Atascosito-Opelousas Road 
and the water route- from Louisiana to Galveston or 
Matagorda. Bernardo Gutierrez was to- follow the- northern 
route, raising the Indian tribes as he traveled. By 
November 1815 General Jean Humbert, an aging French 
revolution veteran, had left with 50 men to join Henry Perry 
near the mouth of the Sabine River, and the Baratarians 
supplied a ready made navy (Picornell 1815). 

The Spanish were aware of the threat and reconnaissance 
trips were made to Atascosito and to the Trinity, Neches and 
Sabine River mouths, searching for intruders. Usually the 
Indians of the area would warn the authorities in San 
Antonio or La Bahia of alien or covert activities and troops 

cc 	 would be dispatched to-investigate. -  
CC 

In February of 1816, Sergeant Jose del Toro, 
accompanied by 3 soldiers and 2 civilians, was sent to scout 

540c CD 	the lower Trinity and Neches Rivers. On February 20 Toro 1•■ uj 

	

Ce) 	stated: "Came to the San Jacinto where I met the Indio 
CD L ju2  CS/ 	Captain Joyoso with 14 Indians of the Bidais nation who gave 
cc 	 me information that their trader, called Julian, had ordered r, 

him to say that many people had come down to Atascosito to 

	

< x 	stop and that they (the Indians) should give information 
"" to VD I- = to 	 quickly to the Presidio of La Bahia in order that they would 
au_1>‹: 0 = CC 03  cc 	not be deceived by those bad people" 	(Toro 1816). 	On 
m c)  .LU February 26 Toro and the detail rafted over the Trinity and 
...cm< colon  passed the night at Atascosito. Apparently the place was 

uninhabited as nothing is said in Toro's diary about finding 
anyone there. On the morning of the 27th the Sergeant and 3 
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capLtulatlon of San Antonio. on April 3 ; 14 Spanish
offlcers, who had been made prJ.soners, were marched about
1-1 12 miles below the town, and thelr throats were cut.
Geronlr0o Herrera, the former commandant of Atascoslto, was
one of those unfortunate victims, along with Governor Manuel
de Salcedo r,i_F lrnon de Eerrera and others (Warren 1943:49-50).

The lnvaslon of 1,812 by Augustus Magee, Bernardo
Gutlerrez and the Republlcan Arrny of the North was stalled
by dlEsenslon anong the leaders. Shortly thereafter, they
rrere defeated and Ecattered by General Jose Joaquln
Arrendondo at the.battle of Medina In August 1813. Colonel
Ignaclo Ellzondo was dlspatched to pursue the fleelng rebels
and to clear Texas of all Royallst enemleE. Remnants of the
J.nvading arrny, collaboratlng civlllanE and fndlans fled to
the neutral ground east of the Sablne Rlver. By the middle
of September 1813 the country betrdeen San Antonlo and the
Sabine vras desolate and the. Royallsts trere back in control
of,Texas.

Rebels and Recontla 1, ssance

-

fhe New Orleans conspirators, the MexLcan revolutionarlr
governnent offlclalE arrd the Baratarlan plrates continued
to plan fori another invaslon of Texas. The naLn routes of
entry were to be from. Natchitoches to Nacogdochesr. down the
Trlnity Rd.ver to Galveston; the Atascosito-Opelousas Road
and the water route friour Louislana to Galveston or
Matagorda. Bernardo cutlerrez. was. to follow t,he northern
route, raislng the Indl.an trlbes as he traveled. By
November 1815 ceneral Jean Eumbert, an aglng French
revol.utLon veteran, had left wlth 50 men to Joj.n. Eenry Perry
neaE the mouth of the Sabine River, and the Baratarlans
supplled a ready made navy (Plcornell 18151.

The Spanlsh were avrare of the threat and reconnalssance
trips were nade to Atascoslto and to the Trlnity, Neches and
Sabine River mouths, searchlng for lntruders. Usually the
Indians' of the. area would warn the authorltles in San
Antonlo or La Bahia of' al1en or covert actlvities and troops
vrould be dlspatched to lnvestlgate.

In February of 1815, Sergeant Jose del Toro,
accompanled by 3 soldlers and 2 civlllans, was sent to scout
the lower Trlnlty and Neches RLvers. On February 20 Toro
stated: 'rcame to the San Jacinto where I metr the fndlo
Captaln Joyoso wtth 14 fndians of the Bidals nation who gave
ne lnformation that thelr trader, called JulJ.an, had ordered
hlm to say that many people had. come down to Atascoslto to
stop and that they (the Indtans) should glve inforrnatlon
quickly to the Presldio of La Bahia In order that they would
not be decelved by those bad peopleri (Toro 181 6). On
February 26 Toro and the detatl rafted over the Trinlty and
passed the nlght at Atascoslto. Apparently the place was
uninhablted as nothlng lE said 1n Torors dlary about flndlng
anyone there- On the morning of the 27th the Sergeant and 3
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Soldiers left to reconnoiter the old Presidio of Orcoquisac. 

They examined all the land in the immediate area of 

Orcoquisac without finding any trace of people having been 

there and then they returned to Atascosito on March 2. On 

March 3 the 2 civilians sent to reconnoiter the mouth of 

the Neches returned and reported that they likewise had not 

seen any gathering of revolutionists. The detachment 

departed Atascosito on the same day and crossed the Trinity 

River for the return trip to La Bahia (Varela 1816). 

Sergeant Antonio Aguirre of the Company- of La Bahia del 

Espiritu Santo was detached in November of 1816 to 

reconnoiter the mouths of the Trinity, Neches, Sabine and 

Calcasieu Rivers for a party of outlaws reported to have 

assembled. Aguirre struck the Trinity on November 17 where 

he stayed 4 days, delayed by heavy rains.-< Resuming his 

march, he stopped 3 days at Atascosito and was told by 

Indians that a large party of men had arrived in canoes at 

the house of a foreigner named Bree (Bray) that was situated 

on. the Trinity near Atascosito. Aguirre found the trail of 

about 200 men on foot. He followed them a short distance, 

then fearing treason on the part of the Indians, he decided 

to proceed- to the Calcasieu River. He arrived there on 

December 4 and gathered information about the movements of 

the insurgents. 	Aguirre began his return trip on January 

22, 1817, and was delayed on the Sabine until February 11 by 

a rise in the river. Crossing the river, he shaped his 

course for the Trinity. Here, he observed that 'a party of 

Indians, Spaniards, Frenchmen and Americans, who had held 

that point (Perry's Point?) for the rebels, had withdrawn. 

He met a Eddies Indian who informed him that 103 Americans, 

negroes, mulattoes and Spanish had occupied the abandoned 

Presidio of Orcoquisac, but had left that position February 

13 to join the outlaws at Galveston Bay. Aguirre returned 

to La Bahia (Aguirre 1817). 

During the Spring of 1818 a mixed group of settlers 

led by exiled French soldiers from Napoleon's Army founded 

>- 	 an illegal colony on the Trinity River. They were aided by 
cc 

the corsair, Jean Lafitte, who was in control. of Galveston 
oc 	 Island by this time. The group began to build fortifications co 
171 	 and homes, and called the settlement Champ D'Asile (Hudson, 

ed. 1969:123-132). 

LU 

	

I-- 01 	
The Spanish authorities were soon apprised of this 

E 5 12:  U.J w intrusion, and Captain Juan Castenada and 240 soldiers were 

2! 
cc LI  

LO sent to expell the invaders. The Indian informants described 

C)cc 	 the location of the settlement as some 6 or 7 leagues below 

/53: ( 	Atascosito, between the Trinity River and a creek pass known 

	

cpw?-1.?- 	as Cayo Gallardo (Castenada 1818a). This place was probably = 	
present day Moss Bluff. ix) cc 

M 	U-I 
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:71 	 Castenada departed from Mission San Juan, September 

16, 1818. 	After crossing the Trinity River on October 12, 

the Spanish passed through Atascosito at 8 a.m., saw no 

signs of the French and made no mention of anyone else 
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solallers left to reconnoiter the old Presidlo of orcoquisac.
They examined all the land in the lmmediate area of
Oreoqulsac wlthout findlng any trace of people having been
there and then they returned to Atascoslto on March 2. On
March 3 the 2 civilians sent to reconnoiter the mouth of
the Neches 4,eturned and reported that they likewise had- not
seeD any githerlng of revolutlonistE. The detachment
departed AtaEcoElto on the same day and crossed the Trlnity
River for the return trlp to La Bahla (Vare1a 1816).

Sergeant Antonlo Agulrre of the Conpany. of La Bahla del
Espirltu Santo : was detached ln November. of 1816 to
reconnolter the,mouths of the Trlnity, Neches, Sablne and
calcasleu Rlvers for a party of outlaws reported to have
assernbled. Aguirre struck the Trlnlty on November 17 lrhere
he stayed 4 days, delayed by heavy ralns- Resuming his
march, he stopped 3 days at Atascoslto and was told by
rndlans' that a large party of .riren had arrlved in canoes at
the house of a forelgner named Bree (Bray) that ldas sltuated
on the Trlnlty near Atascoslto. Agulrre found the trall of
about 200 men on foot. Ee followed theur a short dl.stance,
then fearlng treason on the'part of the rndians, he decided
to proceed. to the Calcasleu Rlver. He arrived there on
Decenber: 4 and gathered Lnformatlon about the movements of,
the lnsurgents. Agulrre began hls return trip on ilanuary
22r.1817, and was delayed on the Sabind until February 11 by
a rise in the river. Crossing the rlver, he shaped his
course for the Trinity. Here, he observed that a party of
Indi.ans, Spaniards, Frenchmen and Amerlcans, who had held
that. point (Perryt s Polnt?) for the rebels, had wlthdrawn.
He met a Bidias Indlan who lnformed hln that 103 Amerlcans,
negroes, mulattoes and.Spanlsh had occupled the abandoned
Presidio of Orcoquisac, but had left that position February
13 to JoIn the outlaws at calveston Bay. Aguirre returned
to La Bahla (Agulrre 1817).

. During the Spring of 1818 a mlxed group of settlers
Ied by exlled French soldlers from Napoleon's Army founded
an illegal colony on the Trlnity River. They were aided by
the corsal.r, ilean Lafitte. who was ln control of calveston
Island by thls tlme. The group began to buitd f6rtiflcations
and homes, and called the settlement Champ D'Aslle (tludson,
ed. 1969:123-132) .

The Spanish authorltles were soon apprlsed of thls
intruslon, and Captain Juan Castenada and 240 soldlers were
sent to expell the invaders. The Indian informants descrlbed
the location of the settlement as some 6 or 7 leagues below
Atascoslto, between the Trlnlty Rlver and a creek pass known
as cayo Gallardo (Castenada 1818a). This place was probably
present day Moss Bluff .

Castenada departed from Mlssion San Juan, September
16, 1818. After crossing the Trinity River on October 12,
the Spanlsh passed through Atascosito at 8 a.m.r sEnr no
slgns of the French and nade no mentlon of anyone else
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there. Traveling south, the troops were contacted by their 
advanced scouts and informed that the enemy fortifications 
were not at Cayo Gallardo, as previously thought, but were 
farther below on the banks of the Trinity and had been 
abandoned. Continuing south, Captain Castenada encountered 
3 Americans living at the mouth of Turtle Bayou at a place 
called PunAo de Busto.. He expelled the Americans, sent 
messages to the Galveston conspirators to vacate the island, 
then began his return trip. He destroyed the French 
fortifications on the Trinity. This task was completed on 
October 31, 1818', and Castenada. continued north to. Atasco-
sito, the Atascosito road, then west to San Antonio de Bexar 
(Castenada 1818b, 1818c). 

On November 22, 1819, Lt. Jose Salinas made his report 
to his superior on his mission to reconnoiter Atascosito and 
the coast. 	A. detachment of 30 soldiers, under the command 
of Sergeant Juan Galban, arrested Don Benito Pariente, his 
servant Pablo Salinas and a Xaraname Indian. The men had 
been on their way into the Conchate town (lower village of 
the Coushatta Indians) for supplies. Pariente told Galban 
that :4 of his countrymen and 2,  Xaraname Indians were taking 
care of his horse herd at Atascosito. The soldiers pushed 
on to Atascosito where they found only a trail leading south 
to Cayo Gallardo. At Cayo Gallardo they encountered the 
herd and the drovers, whose number had been augmented by 5 
Americans. A skirmish ensued. Two American6 were killed. 
Two of the Spanish and the 2 Indians were captured along 
with 96 horses and mules belonging to Parientes. Proceeding 
to the mouth of Cayo Gallardo, to a place called El Muey 
(el muelle, the wharf?), the soldiers found the abandoned 
house of Captain• Frances. 	Having taken a boat across to 
the west bank of the Trinity River, Captain Frances called 
to the troops, inquiring as to who they were. On learning 
their identity, he said they were his-enemies having 
killed 2. of his companions, then he disappeared into the 
woods. The soldiers burned the wooden house and departed 
(Salinas 1819). 

11 
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 gi 	
1820 and 1821, as the Spanish Royalists were occupied 
elsewhere. 

The Republic of Mexico and George Orr  

Mexico formally declared its independence on August 
20, 1821. A liberal policy of immigration by the Mexicans 
encouraged Anglo-Americans to flood into the lower Trinity 
River region of Texas. With this tide came George Orr, a 
former captain in the Republican Army of the North under 
Bernardo Gutierrez,and Augustus Magee (Partlow 1826). Orr 
immigrated from Louisiana in 1821' with his common-law wife 
Tilpah and his son, Thomas (Abstract #26945; Osburn, ed. 
1963:16,17). The family settled on the road near the springs 
at Atascosito, and in 1831 acquired title to the league of 
land which included their home and the site of the former 

›- 
All was quiet. on the lower Trinity during the years , 
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there. Travellng south, the troops were contacted by their
advanced scouts and lnformed that the enemy fortiflcatlons
were not at Cayo Gal}ardo, as prevlously thought, but were
farther below on the banks of the Trlnlty and had been
abandoned.'Continuing south, Captaln Casteiada encountered
3 Anericans llving at the ntiuth of Turtle Bayou at a place
ca1led Punto de Busto. He expelled the Anerlcans, sent
meEEages to'the Galveston conspirators to vacate the J.sland,
then lbegan his return 'trip. Ee dest?oyed the French
fortlflcatlons ort the Trlnlty. Thls task was completed on
October' 31 i' 1818"; and'Castenada , contl.nued north to Atasco-
31to, the Atascosito road, then west to San Antonlo'de Bexar
( Castenada 1 81 8b, 1818c).

-' OnrNovembet 22, 1819, I;t. Joae Salinas made his report
to'hls Euperlot-oh hl.s mlsslon to reconnolte! Atascosito and
the coast. A. detachtnent of 30 soldiers, under the conmand
of, Sergeant Juan Galban, arrdsted Don Benito Pariente, his
servant Pablo Sallnas and a Xaraname Indian. The men had
been on thelr rray into the Conchate towE ( Iolier vlllage of
the Coushatta IndianE) for supplJ.es. Parl.ente told Galban
that 4 of. hls,countrl4nen and 2,'Xaraname Ifldians were taklng
care of hls horse herd at' Atascosito. The soldlers, pushed
on to Ataacoslto wheie,they found' only a trall leading south
to Cayo Gallardo. At Cayo Gallardo they encountered the
herd and the drovers, whose number had been'augnnented by 5
Amerlcansa.. A sklrmlEh ensued. Trro Amerlcand were kllIed:
Two of the Spanlsh and the 2 Indians lvere .captured along
with 95 horses and mules belonging to Parl.entes. Proceedl,ng
to . the mouth of,'- cayo callardo, to a place called EI Muey
(4 g1g!p,. the wharf?),. the soldiers found the abandoned
house of Captaln. Frances. Eavlng taken a boat across to
the west bank of the Trinlty Rl,ver, Captaln Frances called
to the troops, lnqulrlng as to srho they were. On learning
thelr identlty, he sald they were his enemies having
klllett 2. of hls companions, then he disappeared into the
woodE. The soldlers burned the wooden houge and departed
(Salinas 1819). .

A11 lras qulet on the lower Trlnlty during the years
1820 and 1821 , as the Spanlsh Royalists I ere occupied
elsewheie.

The Republic of Mexlco and Georqts Orr

Mexlco formally declared lts lndependence on August
20, 1821 . A llberal pollcy of lmnJ.gration by the Mexicans
encouraged Anglo-Americans to flood into the lower Trlntty
Rlver reglon of Texas. Wlth thls tide came George orr, a
former captaln ln the Republlcan Army of the North under
Bernardo Gutlerrez, -and Augustus Magee (Partlow 18261 . Orr
lnmlgrated from Louislana ln 1821'wlth hLs common-Iaw wlfe
Tllpah and hls son, Thomas (Abstract #26945i Osburn, ed.
1953:161171. The family settled on the road near the sprlngs
at Atascoslto, and In 1831 acgulred tltle to the league of
land which included their honre and the site of the former
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Spanish military post of Atascosito. The Orr home was 
considered an important stopping place for travelers on the 
Atascosito Road. 

Orr, born in Pennsylvania, was 42 years old in 1826. 
He listed:himself as a gunsmith, farmer and stockraiser. 
His wife, Tilpah (Delphine) Berwick, born in. Louisiana, was 
23 years of age. She was the daughter of Thomas Berwick II 
and his wife, Rachel Comstock (Foret 1986). The Orr's first 
child, Thomas, was born in Louisiana about 1819. Martha and 
William 	were born in Texas about• 1823 and 1825 
respectively. 	Tilpah apparently died and Orr married 
Priscilla Clark, the daughter of John Clark and Esther 
Comstock in 1831 or 1832. 	Priscilla was a first cousin to 
Tilpah Orr, as their, mothers were sisters. 	Two children 
resulted of this union: John, born about 1833, and Joanna, 
born about 1835 (Osburn 1963:16,17). 

Orr assumed the leadership of the settlers in trying to 
procure titles to their lands from the Mexican government. 
He and Henry W. Munson were the first elected joint alcaldes 
of the Atascosito District in 1826. Orr served again as 
alcalde in 1828 and 1829 and a third time in 1833. 

The Atascosito District was bounded on the east by the 
Sabine River, on the west by the San Jacinto River, on the 
north by the municipality (district division) of Nacogdoches 
and on the south by the Gulf of Mexico., including all 
islands- and bays within . 3 leagues of the sea shore (Munson 
n.d.,1826). Local administration of the government was 
conducted at. Atascosito fram 1826 until 1831 when it was 
changed to the new town of Liberty 3 miles to the south. 

On January 25, 1831, Jose Francisco Madero, the General 
Land Commissioner for Texas, arrived at George Orr's home at 
Atascosito and proceeded to issue land titles to the 
settlers. Orr received title to a league on April 23, 1831, 
which began at the Trinity River and extended east to 
include his improvements at the Springs of Atascosito 
(General Land Office 1831). Orr's wife stated later that he 
had acquired the rights of Jose Maria Felan to the property 
prior to applying for the land grant 	(Abstract #26945: 
4,5,17,18). 	Felan was apparently traveling with Madero 
becaused he signed many of the land transactions. Perhaps 
he was receiving a gratuity for facilitating matters. 

A visitor to Texas in 1831 vividly described 
Atascosito thus: 

Tuscasito, instead of being a town or even a 
village, is a mere stopping place on the way to San 
Antonio, with a single house and a blacksmith's 
shop. It is situated on a sand Prairie, where are 
hardly any signs of vegetation, yet where Indian 
corn will grow, and look well if barely put into 
the ground, 	though it will not yield a large 
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Spanish mllltary post of Atascosl.to. The orr home lras
consldered an irnportant stopplng place for travelers on the
Atascosito Road.

Orr, born ln Fennsylvanla, was 42 yeats oId in 1826.
Ee llsted.-' himself as a gunsmith, farmer and stockraiser.
IIls wife;. Tllpah (Oelphine) BerwJ.ck, born ln Louisiana, was
23 years of age. She wds the daughter of ThomaE Bentick II
and hls wife, Rache1 ComEtock (Foret 1986). The Orrrs first
chlldr'Thomae, was born in,Loul.sl.ana about 1819. Martha and
Wllllam yrere . born.. Ln Texas about 1823 and 1825
respectlvely;. Tilpah apparently dlledl and orr marrled
Priscllla Clark, the daughter of John Clark and Esther
Constock in 1831 or 'l 832. Prlscitla was a flrst cousin to
Tllpah Orr, as theLr mothers were Eisters. Two chlldren
resulted of thls. unlon: John, born about 1833, and Joanna,
born about 1835 (Osburn 1963216,171.

Orn assumed the leadership of the settlerE ln trying to
procure titles to their lands from the Mexican government.
IIe and Eenny W. Munson.: nere the first elected Jolnt alcaldes
of the Atascositb. Dltstrlct ln 1826. Orr served agaln as
alcalde in 1828 and 1829 and a thlrd tlme in 1833.

Tle Atascoslto Dlstrlct was bounded on the east by the
Sabine Rlver, on the rrest by the san .7acl.nto RLver, on the
north by the munlclpallty (dtstrlct dlvlslon) of Nacogdoches
and on the south by the Gulf of Mexico,, inc'Iudlng aII
islands' and bays withln 3 lea$res of .the sea shore (Munson
n.d.,18261 . Local adminlstratlon of the government eras
conducted at AtascoELto from. 1826 until 1831 when lt \as
changed to the nelr tolrn of Llberty 3 nlles to the south.

On ilanuary 25, 1831 , Jose Franclsco Madero, the General
Land Comml,ssloner for Eexas, arrlved at George Orrrs home at
AtascosLto and proceeded to lssue land tltles to theEettlers. Orr recelved title to a league on Aprll 23, 1831 ,whlch began at the Trinity Rlver and extended east to
include hls improvements at tha Springs of, Atascosito
(General Land Of,flce 1831 ). Orr's wife stated later that he
had acqulred the rights of Jose Marla Felan to the property
prlor to applylng for the land grant (Abstract #269452
4,5,17 ,18) . Felan was apparently travellng with Madero
becaused he signed many of the land transactl.ong. perhaps
he was receiving a gratuity for facllltating matters.

A vlsitor to Eexas ln
AtascosLto thus:

1831 vlvldlly described

Tuscaslto, instead of being a town or even a
village, ls a mere stopping place on the way to San
Antonlo, wlth a slngle house and a blacksmith's
shop. ft is situated on a sand Prairie, where are
hardly any signs of vegetation, yet where Indian
corn will grow, and look wel} lf barely put lnto
the ground, though it w111 not yleld a large
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harvest. I have heard it said that forty bushels 
to an acre is a very great crop on that tract. The 
view from that spot is fine, looking out upon the 
bay. Mr. George Orr, who has lived there several 
years, has  a family of fine children; but there is 
no othex inhabitant in the vicinity. The spot is 
important to travelers; and there is a yard for 
horses, which is a very unusual thing. An election 
was held there about the time of our visit to 
Anahuac, at which settlers from a great extent of 
surrounding country assembled, all, or nearly all, 
North Americans. 	It was held on the Sabbath, 
according to the common custom in Mexico; the 
polls were opened in Spanish. and English, and the 
tellers having been appointed, the voting went on. 
One old man of ninety had come on horseback about 
sixty miles. This "republican" meeting was held 
in a small log building just erected for a 
courthouse; in the rear of which a cart was backed 
up on the Prairie, with a barrel of whiskey in it, 
furnished with a spigot, and free to all (Anonymous 
1975:76; Holley 1985:122). 

The traveler describing the view "looking out upon the 
bay" undoubtedly was looking at the flooded Trinity river 
bottom at Atascosito. The election was held May 22, 1831, 
at the newly established town of Liberty and evidently where 
the log building was built for the courthouse, even though 
the quote leads you to believe it was Atascosito (Blake 
n.d.). 	The old man of ninety who came on horseback about 
sixty miles to attend the election was probably Beasley 
Prewitt who lived on the west side of the Trinity River 
about 6 miles distance. 

CD E5 	Atascosito. Orr was presumably buried on the home place 1.42.  
CD U7 along with his first wife. His family continued to live 
z ac 

 C-3 cr, N- there (Orr 1828). Im 
V)  C) 
= Cf) 	 A vivid descriptive narrative of the Atascosito (nuix?: 
m:la:g3 cc  crossing and road at the Trinity River was written by an 

cc' 
. 	early settler. During

,
the Run-Away-Scrape in March of 

cn ct z o:_a 1836 hundreds of refugees, fleeing before the advancing 
Mexican Armies, crossed the San Jacinto River at Lynchburg, 
then either took the road east to Anahuac or the road north-
east to Liberty. Those going to Liberty struck the Old 
Atascosito Road and arrived at the Atascosito Crossing on 

George Orr died in 1835 leaving his neighbor, Reason 
Green, as administrator of his estate (Abstract #26945:16). 
The circumstances of his death are unknown, but he 
complained of fever and illness in 1828 when asked by 

cc 	Stephen F. Austin- to apprehend the Hardins. The Hardins 
c

▪ 

 c 	 were Orr's neighbors who were- wanted on a murder charge in 03 
Tennessee. His excuse may have been reluctance on his part 
to arrest his friends and neighbors, but it's possible that 

ct- cc c) 
uj 	 he was in ill health. The Spanish repeatedly suffered from 
F- C1 chills and fever, 	probably" malaria, while living at 
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harvest. I have heard lt said that forty bushels
to an acre ls a very great crop on that tract. The
vlew from that spot ls flne, looklng- out upon the
bay; Mr. George Orr, who has lived there several
years, las a fanlly of flne childreni but there is
no othef Lnhabltant In the vlcinity. The spot ls
lmportant to travelersi and there ls a yard for
horses, wh1ch, ls a very unusual thlng. An electlon
wag held there about the . tLme of our vlslt to
Aaahuic, at-whlch settlers from a great extent of
surrounding country assenbled, all, or nearly all,
North Amerl-canE. ft was held on the Sabbath,
acgordlng to the common . custom ln Mexicoi th;polls were opened In Spanish and Engllsh, and the
tellers havlng been appolnted, the votlng went on.
One old man of nlnety had come on horseback about
slxty nlles. This r'republican" meetlng was held
ln a small log bulldlng Just erected. for a
courthouse; 1n the rear of whLch a cart was backed
up on the Prairle, wlth a barrel
furnlshed with a splgot, and free
1975.76i EoIley 198521221 -

of
to

whJ.skey in it,
all ( Anonlarous

The traveler descrlblng the vlew rl1ookLng out upon thebay" undoubtedly was looklng at the flooded irinlty- river
bottour at Atascosito. The election rra s held Vtay 22, 1831 ,at the newly establlshed town of Llberty and evldently wherethe log bullding was built for the courthouse, even though
the quote leads you to belleve it waE Atascoslto (Blake
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n. cI. ). The old man of nlnety who came on horseback about
sixty mlles to attend the electlon was probably BeaEley
Prewltt who. Ilved on the west slde of the Trlnity Rlver
about 6 miles dlstance.

ceorge Orr dled ln 1835 leavlng hls nelghbor, Reason
creen, as admlnistrator of hls estate (Abstract #26945216).The cl.rcumstances of his death are unknown, but he
complalned of fever and lI1ness ln 1828 when asked by
Stephen F. Austin to apprehend the Eardlns. The Eardins
rrere Orr's nelghbors who were- wanted on a murder charge ln
Tennessee. Els excuse may have been reluctance on hls part
to arrest his friends and nelghbors, but itrs posslble that
he was 1n 111 health. The Spanlsh repeatedly suffered from
chlIls and fever, probably malarla, whlle Ilving at
AtaEcosito. Orr waa presuurably burled on the home place
along with hls first wlfe. His fanlly contlnued to live
there (Orr 1828).

A vlvld descrlptlve narratlve of the Atascosito
crosEl.ng and road at the Trlnity Rlver was wrltten by an
early settler. During the Run-Away-Scrape in March of
1835 htrndreds of refugees, fleelng before the advancing
Mexlcan Arnles, crossed the San Jacinto Rlver at Lynchburg,
then elther took the road east to Anahuac or the road north-
east to Llberty. fhose golng to Llberty struck the OId
Atascosito Road and arrived at the Atascoslto Crosslng on
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the west bank of the Trinity. The Dr. Peasant. W. Rose family 
was among the refugees. 	The, reminiscences of his 
daughter, Dilue Rose Harris, give, a graphic. description of 
the terrain and a poignant narrative of the people's 
suffering. ,The river was at flood stage, and she said that 
the_ horrors'of,crossing were beyond her power to describe. 
When -their partY got to the.terry the water.broke over the 
banks and ran around them. Theit.family was-the last to get 
to the boat, and-more than 500 people were left on'the west 
bank. When they landed the lowlands were under water and 
everybody was rushing.for the prairie 3 miles, away. 

1161 crossed a bridge that_was under water. As soon 
as we crossed a man with.ascart and oxen drove on 
the bridge, and it broke down, drowning the oxen. 
That prevented,  the people: from crossing as the 
bridge was over a slough that looked. like a. 
We, got:to the prairie an&.found a great many 
families camped there. The other families stayed 
all night in the bottom without fire or any thing 
to eat, and the water up in the carts. It took 
four days to get everything. out of the water. . The 
town of Liberty was three miles from where we 
camped. My little sister that had been sick died 
and was buried in the cemetery at Liberty. 
(Harris 1900-1901:85127, 155-189). 

The refugees must have camped near the Orr home, but 
the Roses did not mention the Orrs. 

The widovvOrr married her overseer•, Benjamin... Franklin, 
in August 1837 	(Williams. 1984:#314). 	The Franklins 
continued to keep a hostel and boarding house at Atascosito. 
David Carlton- Hardee, a boarder from 1838 to 1840, made 
interesting observations in a letter about his hostess and 
the house.' Mrs. Franklin was described- as tall and- slender, 
swarthy of complexion and homely,. but. very-  industrious and 
an exceptionally fine cook. Her_ mother, Esther Clark and a 
negro woman helped-with the cooking.- Hardee • said, "The 
house was a sort of gemble (sic) with a good many rooms to 
it. Like most of the houses it was built of cypress slabs 
and covered with cypress boards and the floors were made of 
cypress puncheons. With a long broad front-gallery it was a 
comfortable place to stay at." A.spring house and a • stable 
on the premises were mentioned (Hardee 1897). 

Thomas, Martha and William, the children of Orr by 
Tilpah, his common-law wife, were declared to be legitimate 
children and heirs, "capable in law of inheriting their 
parent's property, in the same manner as if they had been 
born in lawful wedlock" on January 26, 1839, by a special 
act of the Congress of the Republic of Texas 	(Gammell 
1898). 	This action may have, been initiated by the 
administrator of the Orr estate because Mrs. Franklin and 
her husband were selling the land. 
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the west bank of the Trinity. The Dr. Peasant W. Rose famlly
was among the refugees. The reminlscences of hls
daughter, Dilue Rose Harrl's, give. a graphic descrlptLon of
the- teriain and a polgnant narratlve of the people's
sufferLnq. fhe rlver $ras at flood stagei and she sald that
the horior9'of crossing were beyond her power to describe.
when their^party got to the ferry the water broke over the
banks and ran around them. Their famlly was the last to get
to the boat, and nore than 500 People were left on'the west
bink. whei they landed the lowlands lrere under water and
everybody was rushlng for the prairle 3 miles' away'

' l{E crossed a brldge that was under water. As soon
as we crossed a man wi'th.a cart and oxen drove on
the bridge, and it broke down, drowning the oxen.
Ihat prevented the people from crossing as, the
brldge. was over a slough that Iooked llke a river.
YIe. got to the prairJ.e and. found' a great many
famllles canped there. Tha other farnilles stqYed
all night in the bottom wltbout flre or any thing
to eat, and the water up In the carts. It took
four days to get everythlng out of the water- The
town of Llberty \ aE three mlles from where we
camped. My llttle sister that had been El'ck dled
and- was burled in the cemetery at Llberty.
(Harrlg 1900-1 901 185=1 27 , 155-1891 -

The refugees must have camped near the orr home, but
the Roseg did not mention the Orrs.

The widow.. orr married her overseer', BenJanln Franklln,
in Augrust 1837 (Wllllans 1984:#314). The Frankllns
continued to keep a hostel and boarding house at Atascosito.
DavLd Carlton Hardee, a boarder from 1838 to 1840, made
interestlng observations in a letter about hls hostess and
the house. Mrs. Franklin was descrlbed as taltr and slender,
swarthy of complexlon and honely, but very lndustrious and
an exceptlonally flne cook. Her mother, Esther Clark and a
negro woman helped with the cooking. Eardee sald, "The
house was a sort of gemble (sic) with a good many roomE to
it. Like most of the houses it was bullt of cypress slabs
and covered with cypress boards and the floors were made of
cypress puncheons. With a long broad front gallery It was a
comfortable place to stay at." A spring house and a stable
on the premises were ment.ioned ( Ilardee 1897).

Thomas, Martha and Wil11am, the children of Orr by
Tilpah, his common-Iaw wlfe, were declared to be legitimate,
children and heLra, "capable in law of inheriting thelr
parentrs property, in the same manner as if they had been
born In lawfu1 wedlockrr on January 26, 1839r by a special
act of the Congress of the Republlc of Texas (Gammell
1898) . Thls action may have been lnitlatetl by the
administrator of the orr estate because Mrs. Franklin and
her husband were selling the land.
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A partition was made of the George Orr league in August 
1845. Mrs. Priscilla Franklin received 781 acres including 
the old improvements where the Orrs had lived. The balance 
of the property was divided among the Orr children, except 
that which had been sold previously (Abstract #26945; Orr 
n.d.). Sep Figure 8. Partition of the George Orr League. 
Mrs. Franklin sold on July 18, 1846, 200 acres and the new 
improvements on the east side of her 781 acres to Kitty 
Warring. This sale did not include the old Orr home place. 

The Franklin family had moved to Sabine Pass in 
Jefferson County by 1850. Mrs. Franklin's mother was not 
living with the family at this time. She may have died and 
been buried at the Atascosito homestead (Abstract #26945:18; 
Abstract #166615:22,23; U. S. 1850 Census). 	Mrs. Franklin 
sold her remaining interest in the George Orr league, March 
1, 1860, to Charles H. Ruff of Jefferson County. 	Mrs. 
Franklin's ownership of the property at the time of this 
sale is doubtful as the property appears to have been sold 
for taxes earlier (Abstract #26945:16). 

Mr. Franklin died just before the Civil War, and Mrs. 
Franklin survived him by only a few years (Russell 
1986:38). 

The Orr home at Atascosito Springs was torn down about 
1882 after having been owned and lived in by a number of 
families. Mr. Stephen Green remembered it as a "low" house 
just back of three walnut trees at Woods' Springs about 

3 miles from Liberty. 	The house faced north and across 
the road from the house was the spring. "The water was 
clear and sparkling and cool as water which had been iced," 
stated Mrs. Julia Welder in 1897. 	She also described the 
many broken bricks where the chimney once stood on the west 
end of the house and a little distance behind the house 
site were many pieces of charcoal, the remains of the old 
blacksmith shop. Mrs. Welder also said that the underground 
cistern was still there. (Welder to Hardee, September 3, 
1897). 

Orr Homestead Chain of Title  

This study is primarily concerned with who owned and 
lived on the property, and what kind of structures may have 
existed at or near Atascosito Springs. The chain of title 
of the Orr homestead tract of land is not complete due to 
the fact that the Liberty County Court house burned on 
December 12, 1874 and the records were destroyed. Some deeds 
were re-recorded, but not all (M. Partlow 1974:175). 

The Republic of Mexico granted to George Orr, on 
April 23, 1831, one league of land on the Trinity River in 
the State of Coahuila and Texas (Abstract #26945). 
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A partition was nade of the George Orr league in August
1845. Mrs. Priscllla Franklln recelved 781 acres lncluding
the old improveurents where the Orrg had lived. The balance
of, the property was dlvided among the Orr chlldren, except
that which had been sold previously (Abstract #26945i Orr
n.d.). Sef' ftgure f. iartLtlon-of the ceorge Orr Leagnre.
Mrs. FranklLn sold on July 18, 1846. 200 dcres and the new
lmprovements on the east slde of her 781 acres to Kitty
warring. This sale did not include the old orr hoine place.

The FranklLn famlly had moved to Sabine Pass in
Jefferson County by 1850- MrE. Fianklln's mother was not
living wlth the famlly at this tlme. She uray have died and
been buried at the Atascoslto homestead (Abstract #26945t18i
Abstract #156615222,23i U. S. 1850 Census). Mrs. Franklin
sold her remalning lnterest 1n the ceorge Orr league, March
1, 1860, to Charles E. Ruff of Jefferson County. Mrs.
FranklLn's ownership of. the property at the tlme of this
sale Is doubtful as the property appears to have been sold
for taxes earller (Abstract 1t26945'.161 .

Mr. Franklln dled Just before the Civll War, and Mrs.
Franklln survlvea hlm by only a few years (Russe1l
1 985:38 ) .

The Orr home at AtascoElto Springs was torn down about
1882 after havlng been owned and lived ln by a number of
famlIles. Mr. Stephen Green rernembered It as a t'Iowtt house
Just back of three walnut trees at Woodsr Springs about

3 mlles fron L1berty. The house faced north and across
the road frorn the house was the spring. rrThe water tras
clear and sparkllng and cool as water whlch had been lced, "stated Mrs. Julla 9felder in 1897. She also descrlbed the
many broken brlcks where the chinney once stood on the west
end of the house and a Llttle dl.stance behlnd the house
site were many pieces of charcoal , the remains of the o1d
blacksurlth shop. Mrs. Welder also sald that the underground
clstern was stlll there. (Welder to Eardee, September 3,
1897).

Orr Eomestead Chaln of Title
This study is prlmarlly concerned with who owned and

llved on the property, and what klnd of structures may have
exlsted at or near Atascoslto Sprlngs. The chain of title,
of the Orr homestead tract of land ls not complete due to
the fact that the Llberty County Court house burned on
December 12, 187.4 and the records were destroyed. Some deeds
ldere re-recorded, but not all (M. Partlor, 19742175) -

The Republic of Mexlco granted to George orr,
Apr1l 23, 1831 , one league of land on the Trinlty Rlver
the State of Coahulla and fexas (Abstract #269451 .
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Figure 8. Partition of the George Orr League..  
(reproduced from Abstract #26945) 
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The Orr family lived on their land grant at Atascosito 
Springs in a long, flow cypress house. 	This may not have 
been the first home that Orr built there for his family. 
George Orr died in 1835 and his family continued to live at 
the springs. Mrs. Orr married. Benjamin Franklin, and they 
sold many acres of the Orr league to John S. Booth and A.W. 
Desmuke. These sales, did not include the home place, but 
apparently were the reason a partition of the property was 
sought and obtained. 

The following chain of title is contained in Abstract 
#166615 in the files of the Pickett law firm in Liberty, 
Texas. The George Orr League was partitioned on August 25, 
1845, and the widow, Mrs. Prisilla Franklin, received 781 
acres and the old improvements where George Orr had lived. 

A break in the title record occurs here. The Franklins 
moved to Jefferson County prior to 1850, and, perhaps, did 
not keep the taxes paid on the property. 

T.S. Boone to George Woods, Dec.27, 1856, deed for 581 
acres. . There is no mention in the records of how T. S. 
Boone acquired the property. Boone and Woods were living 
next door to.  one another, in the Wallisville Community, when 
the 1860 census was taken (U. S. Census 1860). 

Priscilla Franklin to C.H. Ruff, March 1, 1860, deed to 
1/4 undivided part of Orr headright. Ruff never assumed 
ownership of the property, perhaps because it had already 
been sold for taxes. 

By some accounts the Franklins abandoned the homestead, 
the ,  land. lay vacant and was used as a camp for Confederate 
soldiers during the Civil War (Welder 1897b). 

W. G. Woods, a son of George Woods, and his family was 
living at or near the springs during the 1870 Census (U. S. 
Census 1870). 

George Woods died before February 27, 1878, at which 
time a probate was completed of his property. The 640 acre 

U-1  CZ; 	homestead went to his heirs. 
z 9 

Another break in the chain of title occurred at this 
LCD time. It was not of record how E. G. Thompson acquired the 

C-D 
cC o 	property. 
1.15  M
r 
) 

v.) ›- 	E. G. Thompson estate sale at court house door, May 
a:  cocc 	1878, 81 acres to W. L. Douglas and S. R. Perryman. I=  

133  
CL .-J 

	

	 W. L. Douglas and S. R. Perryman deed to Jane H. 
Hardin, November 7, 1882, of 81 acres. The old Orr home was 
reported to have been torn down about 1882. Did Mrs. Hardin 
tear it down in order to build another house? Was this when 
the so-called Layle house was built? 
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The Orr fantly lived on thelr land grant at Atascosito
Sprlngs in a long, '1ow cypress house. Thls may not have
been the first home that orr bullt there for his family.
ceorge Orr died In 1835 and hls fanily contlnued to live at
the springs_. Mrs. orr marrled. BenJ anln Franklin, and they
sold many qbres of the Orr leagrue to John S. Booth and A.W.
Desnuke. These sa1es, dld not lnclude the home place, but
apparently were the reaion a partitlon of the property vras
sought and obtained.

The following chain of title ls contalned ln Abstract
#166515 in the flleE of the Pickett law flrm in Llberty,
Texas. The George Orr League was partitloned on August 25,
1845, and the widow, Mrs. Prlsilla Franklin, receJ.ved 781
acres and the old improvements where ceorge Orr had IIved.

A break ln the title record occurs here. The Franklins
moved to Jefferson County prlor to 1850, and, perhaps, dld
not keep the taxes pald on the property.

T.S. Boone to George lrloods, Dec.Z? , 1856, deed for 581
acres. There ls no nentlon in the records of how T. s.
Boone acqulred the property. Boone and lvood s were livlng
next door to one another, ln the Wallisvllle Comraunlty, when
the 1860 census was taken (U. S. Census 1860).

Priscilla Franklin to C.E. Ruff, March 1, 1860, deed to
1/4 undlvided part of Orr headrlght. Ruff never assumed
ownershlp of the property, perhaps because lt had already
been sold for taxes.

By some accounts the Frankllns abandoned the honrestead,
the land lay vacant and was used as a camp for Confederate
soldiers during the Civil War (Welder 1897b).

w. G. woods, a son of George woods, and his family was
Ilvlng at or near the sprlngs durlng the 1870 Census (U. S.
census 1870).

ceorge Woods died before February 27, 1878, at whlch
time a probate was completed of hls property. The 640 acre
honestead went to hls heirs.

Another break In the chain of tltle occurred at thls
t1me. It \raE not of record how E. G. Thonpson acqulred the
property.

E. G. Thonpson estate sale at court house door, May
1878,81 acres to W. L. Douglas and S. R. Perrynan.

w. L. Douglas and S. R. Perrynan deed to Jane H.
Eardin, November 7, 1882, of 81 acres. The oId Orr home was
reported to have been torn down about 1882. Dld Mrs. Ilardin
tear lt down ln order to bulld another house? Was thls when
the so-called Layle house was bullt?
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Henry Woods and Mary E. Kelley, heirs of George Woods, 
to attorney James G.. Minter, February 5, 1886, 81 acres. Was 
this transaction done to clear the title? 

Jane H. Hardin died April 28, 1892. Heir, Gus Hardin to 
W. B. Gree#i March 26, 1894, 81 acres. 

. 	• 
W. B. Green died October 16, 1917. The Old Billy Green 

homestead was mentioned. Heirs, W. Jeff Green, et'al. to J. 
N. Haywood. 

J. N. Haywood sold to B. M. Layle, JanUary 1, 1920, 60 
acres. 

B. M. Layle to E. B. Pickett, Jr., January 19, 1921, 60 
acres. The Pickett family owns the property at the present 
time. 

Memoirs  

Miss Betnardine Pickett .remembers. an old house being on 
the property.in-.the vicipityOf.the tool. shed -just to the 
west of the large old sycamore tree... The hbuse.-•,faced south 
and the farm road. She said the. Layie_faMily lived there. 
Since the Layles only had.the.property.1 year and the house 
was old in the 1920's, it was pkobably built by an, owner 
Prior to the Layles..Mise Pickett did not remember when the 
Layle house was torn.down.... The present7day:camp house was 
moved to the. property 	 (Bernardine Pickett 
personal commUnicatid0,1988). The red barns and corrals 
were built some 30 year's' ago, or around 1957, and a pond was 
dug. in the pastute: south of the cattle barns in 1950 
(Bradford Pickett. personal communication, 1988). 

Conclusions  

The Atascosito Springs-Woods' Springs Farm property has 
been home for a number of different, historically 
significant, culture groups including, 	Indian, Spanish, 
Mexican and Anglo-American people. The written history of 
the interaction between these culture groups at Atascisito 
Springs has provided some insight into cultural changes that 
have taken place on a broader spectrum in east Texas. 

Archeological evidence of known structures built in the 
area may still remain on the Woods' Springs Farm property. 
These would include a ranchito in the 1750s and 1760s, a 
temporary mission in 1785, the military post of Atascosito 
(1805-1812), George Orr's house or houses (1821-1882), Orr's 
blacksmith shop, a spring house and a corral as well as the 
Layle house. The numerous Indian, Spanish, Mexican, and 
Anglo-American people who lived there probably left many 
artifacts as archeological evidence of their activities. 

J9

Henry woods and Mary E. Kelley, helrs of George woods,
to attorney James G., Mlnter, February 5, 1885, 81 acres. Was
this transactLon done to clear the tltle?

Jane E. Eardin dled April 28, 1892. Helr, Gus Hardin to
V{. B. Greerf; March 26, 1894, 81 acres.

W. B. Green dLed October 16, 1917. The Old Bllly Green
homestead was mentioned. Ilelrs, W. Jeff Greenr et al. to J.
N. Salmood.

if. N. Eay$rood sold to B. M. Layle, January 1,1920,60
acreE .

B. M. Layle to E.. B. Plckett, Jr.; January 19, 1921 , 60
acres.
tlme.

The Plckett famlly owns the property at the present
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Itlemoirs

Misa Bernardlne Ptckett remenbers an qld house belng on
the property tn.the vlclnity of the tocl shed Just to -the
west of the large old sycamore tree. The house. faced south
and the farm road. She said the Layle fanlly lived there.
Since the Layles only had the property 1 yeiir ind the house
was old ln the 1920's, lt was probably built by an ownerprior to the Layles. Mlss Plckett dld not remember when the
Layle house was torn down. The present-day camp house was
moved to the property ln 1946 or 1947 ( Bernardlne pickett
personal communlcatlon, 1988). fhe red barns and corrals
were bullt sorne 30 year's ago, or around 1957, and a pond was
dug in the pasture south of the cattle barns ln 1950
(Bradford Pickett personal conmunicatlon, 1988).

Conc lus l-ons

The Atascosito Sprlngs-Woods r Springs Farm property has
been home for a nurnber of dJ.fferent, historlcally
slgniflcant, culture groupE includlng, Indlan, Spanlsh,
Mexlcan and Anglo-Amerlcan peop1e.. The wrltten history ofthe lnteractlon betrreen these culture groups at Atascisito
Springs has provlded some inslght into cultural changes that
have taken place on a broader spectrum in east Texas]

Archeolog1ca1 evldence of known structures built in thearea may still remaln on the Woods I Springs Farm property.
These would lnclude a ranchlto in the 1750s and 1760s, -a
lemporary mlssion ln 1785, the milltary post of Atascoslto
(1805-1 812), ceorge orr's house or houses \1A21 -1gAZ), orr's
blacksmith shop, a spring house and a corral as weLl as the
Layle house. The numerous Indlan, Spanlsh, MexLcan, and
Anglo-American people who lived there probably left 'many
artifacts as archeologlcal evldence of thelr actlvitles.
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RESULTS OF THE STUDY 

This section provides an explanation of the 
investigations undertaken and specific information gathered 
about the Woods' Springs Farm property. This work included 
analyzing artifacts gathered in 1987 and analyzing aerial 
photographs of the study area. Field work was confined to 
the Woods' Springs Farm property and included an 
archeological reconnaissance, constructing a map of the 
structures on the property, a pedestrian survey of the 
property and stratigraphic tests of 2 selected areas. 
Figure 9 is the map of the Woods' Springs Farm. 

Aerial Photographs of the Woods' Springs Farm 

Several aerial photographs were located and inspected 
for additional information about the project area. The 
archives of the county engineer's office in Liberty, Texas, 
contained black and white aerial photographs of the area 
taken November 9, 1938; November 27, 1938; May 26, 1958; and 
December 12, 1964. What is believed to be the Layle house 
and several outbuildings are shown on the 1938 photographs. 
The house was located north of the old Atascosito roadway 
approximately where the tool shed is today. 	Smaller 
structures were to the north and east of the house. The 
present day barns and camphouse were not present. The 1958 
photograph shows the present barns and camphouse but the 
Layle house and outbuildings have been removed. The 1964 
photograph shows the same barns and camphouse and a more 
recent cattle shed that was constructed just east of Farm 
Road 1011 and just south of the creek. 

Jean Epperson took oblique color infrared slides of the 
farm area from a low flying aircraft with a 35 mm camera on 
February 12, 1987. 	These slides were viewed and 3 were 
printed as 8 x 10 photographs. 	The photographs provided 

cc
cc 	 more detailed close up views of the farm area than the black 
cc 	 and white photographs. As expected, significant vegetation 
fX1 	 changes could be seen around the tool shed, barns, corrals 

and camp house, but no significant vegetation changes in 
4:ccc c, 	undisturbed areas of the property were seen that might 
o 	c..) 	indicate buried archeological resources. _Epperson took a 
cD ,— 9 	second set of aerial photographs using color slide film on Lti 

cC7= 	; March 9, 1987. These slides were viewed and no significant 
features that might indicate buried archeological resources,  en cc  

c' 	were seen. 
u)  L15 
C:)x 	 Artifact Category Terms cc Fo) 

- 1-1-1  

	

M Cr) 	Several general terms were used to categorize artifacts •=r 
recovered during the study. The term stone was used for 
lithic artifacts, chips and chunks of chert, or petrified 
wood. Bone was used for all bone recovered. Most samples 
were poorly preserved and in very small unidentifiable 
fragments. None of the bone samples appeared to be modern. 
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RESULTS OF THE STUDY

Thls . sectlon provides an explanatlon of the
Lnvestigatlons undertaken and speclflc informatlon gathered
about the Wgodsr Springs Farm property. ThLs work lncluded
analyzi.ng -^artifacts gathered in 1987 and analyzing aerial
photographs of the study..area. Field erork was confined to
the Woods I Sprlngs Farm property and lncluded an
archeologlcal reconnalssance, constructlng a nap of the
structures on the property, a pedestrlan survey of the
property and stratigraphJ.c tests of 2 selected areas.
Flgure 9 ls the map of the Woodsr Spr!.ngs Farm.

Aerlal Photoqraphs of the WoodE I Sprinqs Farm

Several aerlal photographs were located and inspected
for addltlonal lnformation about the project area. The
archives of the county engineer's offlce in Llberty, fexas,
contalned black and whlte aerial photographs of the area
taken November 9, 1938i Novenb et 27,1938; May 26, 1958; and
December 12, 1954. What is belleved to be the Layle house
and several outbulldings are shown on the 1938 photographs.
The house was located north of the old Atascoslto roadway
approxinately rrhere the tool shed is today. SmaIler
Etructures wbre to the north and east of the house. The
present day barns and camphouse r{ere not present. The 1958
photograph shows the present barns and camphouse but theLayle house and outbulldlngs have been removed. The 1964
photograph shows; the same barns and camphouse and a more
recent cattle shed that vraE constructed Just east of Farm
Road 1011 and JuEt south of the creek.

Jean Epperson took obllgue color lnfrared slides of the
farm area frorn a low flylng aircraft wlth a 35 nn camera on
February 12, 1987. fhesE slldes were vlewed and 3 n ere
printed as 8 x 10 photographs. The photographs provlded
nore detalled close up vlews of the farm area than the black
and white photographs. As expected, sigmiflcant vegetatlon
changes could be seen around the tool shed, barns, corrals
and camp house, but no slgnlflcant vegetatlon changes in
undisturbed areas of the property vrere seen that might
lndlcate buried archeologlcal resourceg. , Epperson took a
second set of aerial photographs using color slldte fllm on
March 9, 1987. These slides were vlewed and no signiflcant
features that nlght lndicate buried archeologlcal resources.
were seen.

Artlfact Cateqorv Terms

Several general terns lrere used to categorlze artifacts
recovered durlng the study. The term stone was used for
Iithic artifacti, chlps and chunks of cheit, or petrlfled
vrood. Bone was used for aII bone recovered. Most samples
r ere poorly preserved and in very small unidentlfiable
fragments. None of the bone samples appeared to be modern.

I
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Figure 9. Map of the Woods'  Springs Farm. 
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Flgure 9. Map of the Woodsr Springs Farm.
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The term Indian ceramics was used for unglazed low-
fired earthenware ceramics that are of Indian manufacture. 
The typology developed by Aten (1983:220-245) was used to 
describe the Indian ceramics:. 	The term Anglo ceramics was 
used for all other ceramics recovered. These included any 
ceramics manufactured in Britain, Europe or America during 
the late 18th, 19th or,20th centuries- Flat glass sherds 
were categorized as sheet glass and curved glass sherds were 
categorized as - bottle glass. Most ceramic and bottle glass 
sherds were too small to determine vessel shape or type. 
Almost all metal objects were heavily oxidized iron and most 
were nails or fragments of nails or wire. Small brick and 
mortar fragments were also found. All items recovered were 
saved, catalogued, and described. Tables were prepared that 
list the provenience, quantity and description of the items 
recovered- . 

Limited Reconnaissance of the Woods' Springs Farm  

On April. 1, 1987, a limited reconnaissance was 
conducted in the vicinity of the barns and tool shed by 
Liberty County Historical Commission members Sandra Pickett 
and Jean Epperson. They were assisted by Dr. Margaret 
Henson and archeologists Jack Hudson and Mark Price. They 
found several sherds of Anglo ceramics and other historic 
artifacts on the surface in the dripline of the tool shed 
and excavated 4 shovel tests northwest of a very large 
sycamore tree that is located east of the shed. They also 
excavated 3 shovel tests northwest of the tool shed. Table 
1 is a list of the artifacts recovered by the group. They 
did not record the provenience of each artifact. These 
materials, particularly the creamware and pearlware 
ceramics, indicate that a pioneer Anglo-American settler 
probably lived nearby. 

Archeological Reconnaissance and Mapping  

An initial one day archeological reconnaissance of the 
Woods' Springs Farm property was undertaken on January 26, 
1988, by the principal investigator, assisted by 4 members 
of the Liberty County Historical Commission and 2 

-J 
-J 	 volunteers. The group made several traverses across the 
IIS CC c) 	pastures and closely inspected most of the disturbed areas Lui  
CD 	Cel 	around structures and fences on the property. No Indian 

C:31 
CO UJ 1 	artifacts were found, but several sherds of Anglo pearlware 
ac 

c.) 
ceramics were located in the dripline of the tool shed. 

c.3  
C)  CC =1 

	

ct X 	 The map of the Woods' Springs Farm, shown in Figure 9, 
V)  U.1 CO 	was constructed by using the surveyor's plat map and taking cr) 0 Li., a ra 

m cc co  cc 	measurements along the east-west fence just south of the 
. uu roadway designated the Old Atascosito Road. Each structure 

<0000 was measured and plotted on the map and elevations were cnctw:.7.1 
taken with an alidade and plane table. The barns and 
corrals are situated on the northern edge of a relatively 
level sandy plain that is approximately 14 m above sea 
level. Just north of the Old Atascosito Road, the land 
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Ihe term rndlan ceramlcs was used for unglazed low_fired earthenware ceramics that are of rndlan manufacture.
Th" typology developed by Aten (1983:220-245) wal -u;;d--4"
deEcrlbe the Indian ceramlcs. The tern Anglo ceramlcs vrasused . for a]l other ceramLcs recovered. Theie included i"vceramlcs. nanufactured ln-Br1taln, Europe or Amerlca durlngthe late 18th, 19th or,20th ceni,urles'. riatliisi-;h;;aswere categorl,zed as sheet glass and curved glass sherds rderecategorlzed as bottle_gIass. MoEt ceramic and bottle gii.ssherds were too srnall to determln" .r"s""i 

"ir"p.--;;- E6;.Alnost all netal objects were heavLly oxldlzed iron ana irSstrfere na1ls or_ fragments of nalls or wire. Ssrall brick andmortar fragrnents were also found. Al.l iters iecoveiea "Ei.i?"9d1 catalogued, and descrlbed. fables were prepared thatl1st the -provenlence, guantLty and descrlptfon- oi' [tre-fiemsrecovered.

on Aprll 1r 1997., a. Ilnlted reconnalssance wasconducted in the vlclnlty of, the barns and tool shed UVLlberty county Elstorical, c6mmlsslon m"rters sandra ii.r."it
end ilean Epperion. . Ehelz were asslsted by pr. r,laigiietHenson and archeologists: ilack Eudson and uari< ertcel -fhey
found several sherds of Anglo ceraEics and othei -tristoi:."
artlfacts on the surface ln the drrpline of the toor sheirand excavated 4 shovel tests northwest of a very fiigeEycamore. tree that is. located east of the shed. *rey aiioexcavated 3 shovel tests northwest of the tool shed. -Tabie
1 ls a list of the artlfactE recovered by the gro.rp. tfr.Vdid not record the provenience of eaclr artliact'. - Th;;"materials, partlcularly the creamware and pearlwarecerarnl.cs,, lndlcate that a ploneer Anglo_tunerlcan' ieEtfE,probably lived nearby.
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An lnltlal one day archeological reconnaissance of the
fpgqs' Sprlngs Farn. property $ras undertaken on January ,e,1988, by the princlpal inv-stlgator, asslsted by 4 m3mbersof the Llberty County Historlcal Comnlssioi and zvolunteers. The group nrade several traverses across thepastures and closely inspected most of the dlsturbed areasaround structures and fences on the property. No fndianartlfacts were found, but Eeveral sherds-of inglo pearlwiie
ceramLcs were located in the drlpllne of the toSI siee:

The. map. of the Woodsr Springs Farm, shown ln Flgure 9,was constructed by uslng the surveyor,s plat map and taklngmeasurements along the east-west fence Just siruth of theroadway designated the otd Atascoslto Road. Each structurewas measured and plotted on the map and elevatlons weietaken with an alldade and plane tifte. The barns andcorrals are sltuated on the northern edge of a relativelyIeve1 sandy plain that is approxlmateiy 14 m ;bo;;- ;;"level . Just north of the OId AtaEcosilo Road, the land
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Table 1. 	Description of artifacts recovered during 
reconnaissance in 1987. 

:OUANTITY: DESCRIPTION • 
• 

• 1 : 
: 11 : 

1 • 
: 1 : 
: 44 : 
: 6 : 

2 : 
: 4 : 
• 5 

5 : 
•  : 
• 1 : 
• 4 : 
• 1' : 
• 1 : 
• 1 : 
• 1 : 
• 1 : 
• 
• 1 • 
;- 

: 
• 

1 • 

Indian ceramic, Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
Iron nails. 
Iron staple 
Iron cultivator blade 
IronHfragments 
Brickfragments 
Sheet glass fragments, light yellow tint 
Sheet. glass fragments, light blue tint 
Sheet glass fragments, clear 
Bottle glass fragments, clear 
Bottle glass fragments, amber 
Bottle neckand lip,Aouble ring, clear 
Anglo ceramic, creamware, plain, body sherds 
Anglo ceramic, peerlwam plain, basal sherd 
Anglo ceramic, pearlware, ,plain body sherd 
Anglo ceramic, pearlware, handpainted blue, body sherd 
Anglo ceramic, pearlware, plain, rim sherd 
Anglo ceramic, pearlware, handpainted blue floral design 
basal sherd.  
Anglo ceramic, 
body sherd 
Anglo ceramic, 
transfer print 
Anglo ceramic, 

pearlware, embossed, hand painted blue 

transitional pearlware/whiteware, black 
of woman, body sherd 
ironstone, plain, body sherd 

• 

• 

• 

Table 1.
reconna 1 s sance

:dUANTITY! 7

{3

Descrlptlon of artifacts recovered during
in 1 987.

OESCRIPTION
! --------i --= -------:----- ------:
: 1 : Indian ieramLc, Goese Creek PlaLn, var. unspec. :
: 11 : Iron nalls :
: 1 : flon staple :
: 1 : Iron cultlvator blade :
| 44 ! Iron fragmBnts :
i 6 : Brlck fraqments 2

2 2 3 Sheet gfass fragments, light y611ot, tint :
, 4 : Sheet glass fragments, light blue tlnt :
: 5 : Sheet glass fragments, cleat i
: 5 : Bottle glass fragments, clear :
2 2 : Bottle glass fragments, ambet :
a 1 : Bottle neck and llp' double r1ng, clea! :
z 4 : Anglo ceramic, creamuare, plaln, body sherds :
: 1 s Anglo ceraml,c, pearluare, plaln, basal'sherd :
: 1 : Anglo ceramLc, peallu,are, pla.ln body sherd ) i
, 1 : Anglo ceramlc, pearluare; handpalnted bluer body sherd :
: 1 : Anglo ceramic, pealIu,ale r plaln, rlm sherd :
: 1 : Anglo ceramic, pearlunrel handpalnted blue floral design :

: basal sherd :
1 : Anglo celamlcl pearluare, embossed, hand painted blue :

: body sherd :
1 : Anglo cetamlc, transitional pearluare/uhlterrrare, black :

: : transfer prlnt of uornan, body sherd
! 1 : Anglo ceramlc, lronstone, plaln, body sherd

d.
CE
CEI

=
-t46 oIu)
OF (',
<D= ?
Lr-l - u)E'-' hz. l= F-
9EoN
"?trErFE==
-+cocc
E2oEu) <. 4: J



44 

slopes.. downward to.  Wood. Spring. Creek. 	The creek is 
approximately 6 in below the Old Atascosito Road. 	The road 
has been leveled and filled with crushed limestone in some 
areas and is currently used for access to the property. 

Intensive Pedestrian_Survey  

A 100% intensive pedestrian survey was carried out on 
the Woods' Springs Farm property on March 26, 1988. The 
survey was accomplished by 26 students from the Liberty 
Middle School: who were members of the school's Junior 
Historians Club. Their work was supervised by 2 of their 
teachers and 9 other adults. Six survey crews were formed 
and the property was inspected by the crew members walking 
approximately an arm's length apart. When an artifact was 
found the principal investigator assisted the crew in 
identifying the artifact, assigned the artifact a number and 
marked the location on a master map. Crew chiefs noted the 
artifact on survey forms and bagged each artifact 
separately. 	See Figure 10 for the locations of the items 
recovered during the pedestrian survey, and Table 2 for the 
descriptions of the items recovered. 

Some of the historic artifacts found around the tool 
shed are probably from the Layle house occupation, but 
others, particularly the creamware and pearlware ceramics, 
suggest that an early Anglo-American house site, perhaps the 
George Orr house site is nearby. 

The concentration of Indian and historic artifacts 
along the fence east of the barns suggested that a 
significant Indian component may be present in this area. 
Of particular importance was a small glass bead that was 
found at location S-15 during the survey. Another small 
glass bead was found on the surface at location S-41 during 
later testing of the area and is included in this data. 

Only 1 artifact was recovered from the field east of 
cc 	 Farm Road 1011. This was an Anglo ceramic sherd found near cc 
cc 	 the Old Atascosito Road on the northwest edge of the field..  
co 	 Based on this survey and the information previously 
-J 	 gathered, the area around the tool shed was chosen for 

2

▪ 

 CC CD 	stratigraphic testing. 
0 I- 

▪ 

 VI 
C.0 	9 	 Archeological 	Testing of 41 LB 16 
CC 	LI" 

cc 
2! =  
c' < X 	

Archeological testing began on April 9 and was 
CD completed on April 11, 1988. 	Six teams of 2 adults each 

• UJ I- 	participated each day. 	An east-west base line was cra  

	

>c›- 	established along the fence just south of the Old Atascosito 
03 CC ▪ Road. A grid system was established by assuming that the MI= am  ▪ west corner post of the fence would be North 0 and East 0. to < 

Measurements in meters were made parallel and perpendicular 
to the fence line. Locations of test units were determined 
by using this grid system. 
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slopes downward to Wood SprJ.ng Creek. The creek 1s
approxlurately 6 ru beiow the Old Atascoslto Road. The roadhas been leveled and fllled wlth crushed llurestone in some
areas and IE currently used for access to the property.

Intenslve Pedestrlan Survev

A l OOt intenslve pedestrlan survey was carrled out on
the Woods I Sprlngs Farm property on llaich 26, 19g9. Thesurvey was accomplJ.shed by 26 students frorn the Llberty
Mlddle Schoo]-: who were memberg of the schoolrs Junlor
Elstorians Club. Their work was supervlsed by 2 of theirteachers and 9 other adults. SJ.x survey crews were formed
and the property was inspected by the crew members walklng
approximately an armrs length apart. Irlhen an artlfact wasfound the prlnclpal lnvestigator assLsted the crew in
ldentlfylng the artifact, assigned the artLfact a number and
marked the location on a master map. Crew chlefs noted theartifact on survey forms and bagged each artl_fact
separately. See Figure 10 for the locatlons of the items
recovered durlng the pedestrian survey, and Table 2 for the
descriptions of the items recovered.

Some of the historlc artlfacts found around the toolshgd are probably from the Lay1e house occupatlon, butothers, partlcularly the creamware and pearlware ceramics,
suggest that an early Anglo-American house Eite, perhaps the
George Orr house site ls nearby.

Tle concentratlon of fndlan and historlc artlfactsalong the fence east of the barns suggested that a
slgniflcant fndian component may be present in thls area.gf particular importance was a snalI glass bead that wasfound at locatLon S-15 during the survey. Another smallglass bead was found on the surface at location S-41 duringlater testlng of the area and is lncluded in thls data.

Only 1 artlfact was recovered from the field east of
Farn Road 1011. Thls t{as an Anglo ceramLc sherd found near
the O1d Atascoslto Road on the northwest edge of the f lelil.
Based on thls survey and the information prevlously
gathered, the area around the tool shed was chosen for'stratigraphic testlng.

Archeologlcal Testing of 4I LB 16

Archeological testing began on April 9 and lras
conpleted on Aprll 11, 1988. Slx teams of 2 adults eachparticlpated each day. An east-vrest base llne lra s
established along the fence Just south of the OIil Atascoslto
Road. A gricl system was establLshed by assuming that the'
west corner post of the fence would be North 0 and East 0.
Measurements ln meters were made parallel and perpendicular
to the fence Iine. Locatlons of test units were determined
by using thls grid systen.
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Table 2. 	Description of artifacts recovered during the 
pedestrian survey. 

:LOCATION: oTY: 	 DESCRIPTION 

5-1 	: 	1 	: Sheet glass, blue green tint 
: 	S-2 	1 	:.Indian ceramic, bone tempered, plain 

S-3 	1 : Indian ceramic, bone tempered, plain 
: S-4 1 	: Indian ceramic, Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 
: 5-5 1 : Indian ceramic, bone tempered, pliih 
: S-6 • 1 : Anglo ceramic, ironstone, plain, body sherd from bowl 
: S-7 • 1 : Bottle glass fragment, purple tint 
: S-8 • 1 : Anglo ceramic, pearlware, plain body sherd 
: S-9 1 : Brick and mortar fragment 
:. 5-10 : 1. : Indian ceramic,. O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 
: S-11 1 : Bottle glass fragment, purple tint 
: 5-12 • 1 	: Indian ceramic, Goose Creek Incised, var. unspec. 
: 5-13 : 1 	: Iron nail, round 
: 5-14 : 1 	: Iran staple 
: 5-15 : 1 	: Glass bead, long cane, round cross section, translucent : 
• • : white, 2.5 mm dia x 6 mm long 
: S-16 : 1 : Brick fragment 
: 5-17 : 1 : Anglo ceramic, creamware, plain, body sherd 
: 5-18 : 1•: Anglo ceramic, pearlware, plain, body sherd 
: 5-19 : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, ironstone, plain, rim sherd of plate 

S-19 : 1 	:. Anglo ceramic, ironstone, plain, basal sherd of plate 
: 5.-20 : 3 : Sheet glass, light green tint 	 • 

: 5-21 : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, ironstone, plain, body sherd 	 • 
: 5-22 : 1 	: Sheet glass, light blue green tint 
: 5-23 : 1 	: Bottle glass, clear 
: S-24 : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, pearlware, hand painted blue floral 	• 
• : pattern, body sherd 
: S-25 : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, pearlware, plain, basal sherd 

5-26 : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, creamware, plain, body sherd 	 • 
: 5-27 1 	: Anglo ceramic, stoneware, blue white Bristol glaze, body: 
: S-28 : 1 : Sheet plastic fragment 
: S-29 : 1 	: Sheet glass, light blue green tint 

5-30 : 1 	: Sheet glass, light blue green tint 
: S-31 : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, pearlware, blue transfer print both sides: 

: body sherd 
: 5-32 : 1 	: Bottle glass, light blue green tint 
: 5-33 : 1 	: Brick fragment 
: 5-34 : 1 	: Iron nail, square 

5-35 : 1 	: Indian ceramic, Baytown Plain, var. Phoenix Lake 	• 
: S-36. : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, transitional pearlware/whiteware, plain 	: 

• : body sherd 
: S-37 : 1 	: Iron nail, square 
: 5-38 : 1 	: Iron nail, square 

5-39 : 1 	: Anglo ceramic, pearlware, plain, body sherd 
: 5-40 : 1 	: Stone, petrified wood chunk 
: 5-41 : 1 	: Glass bead, slight barrel shape, tumbled, opaque white, : 

• 
• 

: 3 faint brown stripes around circumference of bead, 
: 3 mm diameter x 5 mm long 
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TabLe 2. Descrlption of artifacts recovered durlng the
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:LoCATIoN: OrJ:

:S-1 :1
:S-2:1
:... S-3 2 1

:S-4:1
: S-5 :.1
:5-6:1,
:5-?:l
:S-8:1
:S-g:1
:S-10:1
: S-11 . 1

: S-12 : 1

: S-1 I : 1

:S-14:1
:5-15:1

s-16
s-1?
s-18
s-19
s-19
s-20
s-21
s-22
s-23
s-24

s-25
s-26
s-27
s-28
s-29
s-30
s-31

s-32
s-33
s-54
5-35
s-36

s-3?
s-38
s-39
s-40
s-41

: Sheet gl,ass, blue green tint - :
: Indlan ceranlc, bone tenpered, plain :
: Indlan ceramicn bon6 terperedr plal.n :
: Ind1an ceramlc, Goose Creek Plaln, var. Anahuac :
: Indlan caramlc, bone tempeled, plain :
: Anqlo ceramic, ironstone, plain; body sherd from boul
: Bottle glass fragment' pulple tlnt
: Anglo ceramlc, pearluare, plaln body sherd
: Brlck and moltar fragment
: Indian ceramlc, 0rNeal Plaln, var. Conuay
: Bottle glass fragment, purple tlnt
: Indian ceramlc, Goose Creek Inclsed, var. unspec.
: Iron nail, round
: Iron stapla
: Glass beadl long cane, lound cross sectlonr translucent
: uhite, 2.5 nm dia x 6 mm long

: f : Erick fragment
: 1 : Anglo ceramJ.c, creaflr,Jare, plain, body sherd :
: 1' : Anglo ceramlc, pearluate, plaln' body sherd :
: 1 : Anglo ceram!.c, lronstone, plaln, rim sherd of plate :
: 1 :. Anglo ceramic, ironstone, plaln, basal sherd of plate :
: 3 : Sheet glass' llghL green tlnt :
: 1 : Anglo ceramic, ironstone, plain, body sherd :
: 1 : Sheet 91ass, llght blue green tint :
: 1 : Bottle glass, clear :
: 1 : Anglo ceramic, pearluare, hand painted blue floral :
: : pattern, body sherd :
: 1 : Anglo ceranlc, pearluare, plaln, basal sherd :
: 1 : Anglo ceramLc, crearuare, plaint body sherd :
: 1 : Anglo ceramic, stoneuare, blue urhlte Bristol glaze, body:
: 1 : Sheet plastlc fragment :
l 1 : Sheet glass, light blue green tint :
i 1 : Sheet g1ass, light blue green tint. :
: 1 : Anglo celamic, pearlurare, blue transfer print both sides:
: : bodY sherd :
: 1 : Bottle glass, llght blue green tint :
: 1 : Brick fragment :
: 1 : Iron nail, square :
: 1 : Indlan ceramlc, Baytorrln Plain, var. Phoenix Lake :
: 1 : Anglo ceramic, transitlonal pearluare/r,rhlteuare, plain :
: : body sherd :
:. 1 : Iron nall, square :
: 1 : Ilon nall, square :

: 1 : Anglo ceranic, pearluare, plaln, body sherd :
: 1 : Stone, petrified uood chunk :
: 1 : Glass beadl slight barrel shape' turnbLed, opaque uhite, :
: : 3 faint broun stripes around circumference of bead' :
: : 3 rufl dlamete! x 5 mm long :
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All -stratigraphic- test units were 30 cm x 30 cm,. and 
were excavated by shovel and trowel in 10 cm levels measured 
from the ground surface. Excavated material was passed 
through 1/4- inch mesh hardware cloth. All materials left on 
the screen were saved except unmodified pebbles, crushed 
oyster shell. from the roadway and iron concretions that form 
naturally.. Xnthe soil. Artifacts and- other materials saved 
were bagged, and stratigraphic test reports were-  filled out -
as each  level. was excavated. Munsell soil colors were 
determined —and recorded for each level.-  Most units were 
excavated fro0 70 cm to 100'cm in depth to sterile. clay. 
When sand -̀.deposits were deeper, then,-'a 7 cm• diameter 
coring tool 190 cm long was used to attempt to determine the 
depth of thO.underlying-  clay. • 

Excavation- information was tabulated by excavation unit 
number, depth excavated• and depth of clay. 	Other 
observations were' nOted• as• remarks. Munsell soil color was 
determined fOr -  each level,. but was not.included in the -
tabulated infOrmation„Generally„the soil excavated was a 
loamy fine sand • that varied in color,.frOm10•YR,  4/2 dark 
grayish brown at the surface•to-10 YR 5/3, brown near the top 
of the clay.: 

Provenience of artifacts and other materials recovered 
were tabulated by type, excavation unit number, level and 
quantity. Description of Indian ceramic and Anglo ceramic 
artifacts were tabulated• by type, unit number, level and a 
complete description. 	This information is presented as 
tables of data in the following discussion. 

stratigraphic Test of Area A  

Thee  first area tested was in the vicinity of the tool 
shed and near the north wall of one of the barns. This area 
was designated Area A. Thirty-seven stratigraphic test 
units were excavated 5 m apart wherever possible. The tool 
shed, a very large sycamore tree, the roadway and the barns 
were avoided. See Figure 11. Location of stratigraphic 
tests in Area A. Unit 32 was designated but was not 
excavated as it was located in the roadway. 

Table 3 is a summary of the stratigraphy of Area A. 
The soil excavated was a loamy fine sand that varied in 
color from 10 YR 4/2 dark grayish brown at the surface to 10 
YR 5/3 brown near the top of the clay. Depth of the clay 
increased from 50 cm west and north of the tool shed to 
greater than 190 cm east of the tool shed. Very wet sand 
was encountered at 180 cm in the deeper tests. Most of the 
area was disturbed by pocket gophers. The area tested 
between the road and the barn showed disturbance from human 
activity. 	Numerous crushed oyster shell fragments, used as 
road fill, were found in Units 33, 35 and 38. A 5 cm to 10 
cm thick strata of sandy clay was found in Units 36, 37 and 
38. 
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All stratigraphic test unlts were 30 crn x 30 c[r andwere excavated bv shovel and trowel in 10 cm levels meisuredfrom the q=orni Eurface. - e*"i"it.a materlal. $ras passedthroush 1/4:inch mestr traidwar;-;i;E;: A1r marerials reft onthe screen were saved except "n "ditr.a ;;;bi;;;- lii"n"aoyster shelL fronr the roadwiy -""J--ii"" concretlons that formnaturally fn the sol.l. -aiEir.-,!E"-iia otrr"" materlars savedwere bagged, and strattsraphlc t"st-i"poii;-*;;;;iii;d ouras each lever was excavited - uunsErr sorr -coioiJ- *.."deternlned' and recardea-roi-eictr iJi'Lr. MoEt unlts wereexcavated' from ?0 cm to 100 cm ln-depth to -stei]ire- 
"i"y.When Eand deposlts_were deeperr---tilen, a 7 cm diametercorlg9 tool 190 cm- rong was uied'to-ittempt to determine thedepth of the underlyfng cfiy.--

Excavationi informatlon was tabulated by excavatlon unitnumber,. . depth excavated and aepitr of' - 

"i.vl 
---"oir,..

observatlons were noted-"" ."*iif.. - Munsell so1l color wasde-terurlned for each ldvel; -Urit'""" not included In thetabulated informatlon. -ce"6."rii, "Erre sorr excavated was aIoamy flne sand that varied i"-t6f"" from 10 yR 4/2 darksravlsh brown at ttre iuriiJi-ti"r d-fr's7i--uro*rr-r..i'ir,"-topof the clay.
Provenience of artifacts and other nraterlals recoveredwere. tabulated by type, excavatlon unft numUerl--f-.i;i.-i"aquantitv' oescriotlon- ot rnaiin- ceiamrc ana ingio'ceramr.cartifacts were tabirlit;a p1, tG;" iiit ,ro*t"r, 1evel and aconplete descriotlon. - _ 

r[rls- - i;fo;;;t'on ls presented astabtes of data rir trre-rori;;i"s;i;;illsron-
Stratlqraphlc TeEt of Area A

The flrbt area tested was in the vicinlty of, the toolshed and near the north wall 
"f "".-"i the barns. Thls areawas deslgnated Area A. tfri.rti_serr"n stratlgraphic testunlts were excavated s m "paii-wir"iJ"i,. posslble. The tool

:l:tl, a y:.{ Iarge sycamoie tree, the roadway and the barnsvrere avolded. See F-lgure-11. 'f,ocatfon of stratiqraphictests ln Area A. - U;1[-3i 
""" 

-iJ"ignated but wis .not
excavated as it was located in the ;;;a;il.-- l

Table 3 ls a _sunnary of the stratigraphy of Area A.
I3i""":*1, iil.i{.lii.uxi! i.giln fiiil;iia;i:r*:ii:t" itm s/g brown near,the top--i'th; ;i;;. _ Depth of rhe claylncreased from 50 crn w6st and ";;tfl of the tooL shed togreater than 190 cm_-east of ttre Iooi srreal- -iJiy i.i*""rralras encountered at 180 cm in tire -aeiiEr tests. Most of the
!iEi::i"",,:'::I5o:suoh!l!i:: "g:*15;*"."i*".:H",iniiiactivltv. Numerous 
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""road fiII, were found rn u"it=,jjl-si"e"a ae. A 5 cm to 10cm.thlck strata of sandy ctay-wiJ'tiina in Unlts 36, 37 and
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Figure 11. Location of stratigraphic tests in Area A. 
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Did not core 
: Wet at 180 cm, cored to 190 cm 
: Wet at 180'cm, cored to 190 cm 

: Wet 
t Wet 
• 

at 180 cm, cored to 190 cm 
at 180 cm', cored to 190 cm 

Table 3. Stratigraphy of Area A. 
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EXCAVATION WDEPTH 	t DEPTH 
UNIT 	- 	EXCAVATED : OF CLAY.: 
NUMBER 	: in cm 	: in cm 

• 

>- 
1-j CC 
s-.• <C. 

03 

	

tc, CC 	0 
Lu 

• • 	I— 	Cr) 

6. 2   w a.)  
V 	ti 

	

ti
'•- • • 	= 

ct cp  F- < 

2 

4 
5. 
6 
7 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17' 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 .  
23' 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 -  
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

37 
38 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• 
• 

• • 

• • 

: 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
: 
: 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

: 

40 
30 
30' 
50 
30 
50 
60 
70 
70 
90 
80 

120 
40 
60 
50-  
70 

180 
80 

110 
100 
60 
50 
58.  
70 
90 

100 
BO 

100 
70 
70 
60 

70 
70' 
70 
70 

70 
70 

• 40 • 
• 30 • 

30 
50 

: 	30 
• 50 

170 
-- 170 
• 160 
: Unknown 
: Unknown 
: Unknown 
• 40 

60 
50 

• - 	100 
180 

: Unknown 
: Unknown 
: Unknown 

60 
: 	60 

58 
• 70 
: 	90.  

185 
: Unknown 
: UnknOwn 
t 	70 

70 
• 65 
• 
• 70 

80 
105 

: Unknown 
• 

: 	100 
: Unknown 

REMARKS 
: 

• Wet at 180 Cm, cored to 190 CM 
• Wet at 160 CM, cored to 170 CM 

: Wet at 160 CM, cored to 180 CM 

• This unit was not excavated 
SOMe road shell 0 cm to 40 cm.  

Road shell 0-10 cm 
Sand cored to 90 cm 
Sandy, clay strata:30 cm to 35 cm 
Clay strata 30 cm to 40 cm .  
Sand cored to 180 cm 
Dense road shell 3 cm to 10 cm 
Clay strata 37 cm to 40 cm 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

LIJ 

CC  03 CC 
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Table 3. Stratlgraphy of Area A.

: EXCAVATION IT DEPTH : DEPTH : REIIARKS :
: TJNIT : EXCAYATED : OF CLAY.: ! :
: NUMBER :lncm : incm : :
:------------:-----------:----------:-- ------:
31:402
r2:303
:3:30:
i4:50
:5:30
:6:50:50:
27:60:170:
:I:?0:1?0::
:9:70:160:;
: 10 : 90 : Unknoun : LJet at 18O cm, cored to 190 cm :
: 11 : g0 . : Unknoun 3 lret at 160 cm, cored to 170 cm :
| 12 , 12O : Unknouln : Uet at 160 cm, cored to 180 cm :

40:40:
60:60:
50:50:
70:100:

180 : 180 :
80 : Unknorun : Dld not core

: 13 :
| 14 :
: 15 :
: 16 :
217t
: 18 :

221 :
222:
223:

.20

:30:

40:
30:
30:

:50:
:30:

60:60:
50:60:
58:58:

lOz7O:
7o:?0:

: 19 : 110 : lJnkn'durn : lret at 180 cm, cored to 190 cm :
, 20 : 100 : Unknoun : lJet at 180 cm, cored to 190 cm :

.24:70:'lO:
225:90:90:
r26:100:185:
3 2? : 80 : lJnknoun. : ly'et at 180 cm, cored to 190 cm :
a 28 : 100 : Unknorrrn : l/et at 1 80 cm, cored to 1 90 cm :
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:31 :60:65::
| 32 : ! : This tnit uras not excavated :: 33 : ?O : ?O : Some road shell 0 cm to 40 cm ::34:70:80::
: 35 2 ?O : 105 : Road shell 0-10 cm :: 36 2 70 : lJnknouh : Sand cored to S0 cm :: : : . : Sandy clay strata 30 cm to 35 cm :. 3? 2 10 ! 100 : CIay strata 30 cm to 40 cm :3 38 | ?O : lJnknoun : Sand cored to 180 cm :: : : : oense road shell 3 cm to 10 cm :: : : : Clay strata 37 cm to 40 cm :



50 

Twenty-five Indian ceramic sherds were recovered from 
Area A. Table 4 lists the provenience for each specimen and 
Table 5 is a description of each artifact. Eighteen of the 
sherds are of the sandy paste Goose Creek type and some were 
found to depths of 90 cm. One of these sherds is a very 
small fragment with an incised line. These sherds may 
indicate an early Neo-American Indian occupation, but could 
have been manufactured as late as historic times. Three of 
the sherds are of the grog tempered Baytown Plain type that 
appear in the ceramic chronology later in time than Goose 
Creek types. One sherd is a sand tempered O'Neal Plain 
type, commonly found in Indian sites in the Sabine Lake 
area. Three sherds contain bone temper that indicate a late 
prehistoric or historic Indian occupation. 

A total of 22 stone specimens were recovered from Area 
A. Twenty-one appear to have been modified by Indians. 
Table 6 lists the provenience of the specimens. Most of the 
specimens are small flakes, chips and chunks of chert or 
petrified wood that were not modified into useful tools. A 
retouched flake of tan chert, 23 mm long x 8 mm wide x 3 mm 
thick was found in Level 3 of Unit 4. The distal end of a 
broken biface tool of reddish brown petrified wood, 17 mm 
long x 16 mm wide x 4 mm thick, was recovered from Level 5 
of Unit 15. The distal end of another biface of reddish 
brown petrified wood, 15.5 mm long x 16.5 mm wide x 4 mm 
thick, was found in Level 9 of Unit 25. A very heavy chunk 
of iron like ore, 52 mm long x 37 mm wide x 21 mm thick that 
weighed 100 grams, was found in Level 3 of Unit 26. 	It 
appeared to be volcanic in origin as some surfaces were 
vitrified and others contained numerous bubbles. None of 
the surfaces showed wear from use as a grinding tool, and it 
did not appear to be a fragment of a basalt mano or metate 
commonly utilized by the Spanish. 

Fifty-two specimens of bone were recovered from Area A. 
Table 7 lists the provenience of each specimen. Most 
specimens were very small fragments of poorly preserved 
bone, while a few were fragments of long bone that had been 
snapped. None of the bone fragments appeared to be modern. 

.__1 	 Several bone fragments had been gnawed by animals. 	One 
aloc C, 	identifiable bone was recovered from Level 7 of Unit 3. •=- LL1  
0 I— Cr, 	This was a 1st phalanx of a Bison or Bos. Dimensions of the 

i? C.D m Lu 	 bone were 63 mm long x 25 mm wide x 18 mm thick. LU LI  Ln 
CC 	C•v. = to 2 LI  r-- 	Table 8 lists the provenience of each metal object n cc  r-- 
1— CD  a)  [ :t 7)  X 	recovered from Area A. 	Most of the 245 metal specimens 

n
= cdo I— 	recovered were heavily corroded iron fragments of nails, 

u1><
= cc Fa cci-- 	barbed wire and sheet metal. Two fragments of a rectangular 
:i n u_i 	cast iron plate, 	9.5 cm long x 2.8 cm wide x 4.5 mm thick, 
..tc mr' aca c•- .-1- .3.: .._1 were found in Level 6 of Unit 4 . Markings cast in the 

plate appear to be "BLOO" and fragments of a screw remain 
near one end. A broad, iron, U-shaped handle was found in 
Level 2 of Unit 9. 	The handle is 11.5 cm long x 12 mm wide 
x 6 mm thick. One iron button was recovered from Level 3 of 
Unit 9. 	It was made of sheet metal with a rolled edge and 
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fvrenty-five Indlan ceramic sherds were recovered from
Area A. Table 4 llsts the provenLence for each speclmen and
Table 5 is,a descrlptlon of each artlfact. Elghteen of the
sherds are of the sandy paste Goose Creek type and some were
found to depths of 90 cE. One of these sherds ls a very
small fragment. wlth an inclsed line. T'hese sherds may
indlcate an early Neo-American Indlan occupatlon, but could
have been manufactured as late ae hlstoric tines. Three of
the sherds are of the grog tempered Baytown Plain type that
appear ln the ceramlc chronology later ln tlme than Goose
Creek types. One sherd ls a sand tempered OrNeal Plaln
type, commonly found in Indian sltes ln the Sablne Lake
area. Three sherds contain bone temper that indicate a lateprehlstorlc or hlstorlc Indian occupation.

A total of 22 stone specJ.mens lrere recovered from Area
A. Twenty-one appear to have been modified by Indians.
Table 6 lists the provenJ.ence of the speclmens. Most of the
specimens . are small flakes, chlps and chunks of chert or
petrlfled wood that were.not modlfl-ed lnto useful tools. A
retouched flake of tan chert, 23 mm long x 8 mm wide x 3 mm
thick was found ln Level 3 of Unlt 4. Ehe dlstal end of a
broken blface tool of reddlsh brown petrified wood, 17 tml
Iong x 16 mm wide x 4 mm thlck, !,as recovered fron Level 5
of Unlt, 15. The distal end of another blface of reddish
brown pelrlfted wood, 15.! mm long x 15.5 mm wlde x 4 mm
thlck, was found in Level 9 of Unlt 25. A very heavy chunk
of lron llke ore, 52 mm long x 37 mm wide x 21 mm thlck that
welghed 100 grams, was found in Level 3 of Unit 26. It
appeared to be volcanlc in origLn as sone surfaces $rere
vitrlfled and others contalned nunerous bubbles. None of
the surfaces showed wear from use as a grindlng tool, and it
did not appear to be a fragment of a basalt mano or nretate
commonly utilized by the Spanish.

Fifty-two speclmens of bone lrere recovered from Area A.
Table 7 lists the provenlence of each specimen. Most
specinens lrere very surall fragrments of poorly preserved
bone, while a few were fragments of long bone that had been
snapped. None of the bone fragments appeared to be modern.
several bone fragTments had been gnawed by anlnals. one
identlflable bone lras recovered fron Level 7 of Unlt 3.
This was a 1st phalanx of a Blson or Bos. Dimensions of the
bone were 63 mm long x 25 nm wide x 1E-frm thlck.

Table I llsts the provenlence of each metal obJect
recovered from Area A. Most of the 245 metal specimens
recovered were heavlly corroded lron fragrments of nai1s,
barbed wlre and sheet metal. Two fragrments of a rectangular
cast lron plate, 9.5 cm long x 2.8 cm wide x 4.5 rur thlck,
rrere found in Level 6 of Unit 4 . Marklngs cast in the
plate appear to be 'rBLoo'r and fragTments of a scre!, remaln
near one end. A broad, iron, U-shaped handle was found in
Level 2 of Unit 9. The handle 1s 11.5 cm long x 12 mm wlde
x 6 mm thick. One lron button vtas recovered from Level 3 of
Unit 9. It was made of sheet metal with a rolled edge and
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Table 4. Provenience of Indian ceramics recovered from Area 
A. 

:10 cm : 
:LEVELS: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ,8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 : 
: 	: 	 : 
: 1 • . 1 
: 2 • . 1 
: 3 . .- _ 1 	1 	1 	 1 	1 	 1 
: 4 • . 1 
: S • . 
: 6 . . 
: 7 : . 	 3 
: 8 . . 
: 9 : . 	 3 
: 10 	. . 
: 	:' 	 : 
:TOTAL : Q 1 0 0 1 1 II 0 0' 1 0 7 2 1 0 1 0 0 0: 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 
:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 : 
• : 	 : 
: 1 : 	 1 	 : 
: 2 	1 	 1 	-1 1 : 
: 3  .• 	 1 	• • 
: 4 : 	 1 	 1 	 1 	: 
• 5 .• 	 .• 
. 6. 	.• 	 .• 
: 7 : 	 • 
: 8 : 	 1 	 • 
: 9 • 	 • 
: 10 	: 	 • 

:TOTAL : 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 0 1 1 : 

EXCAVATION UNITS 

TOTAL INDIAN CERAMICS RECOVERED = 25 

Table 4.
A.
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Provenlence of fndian ceramlcs recovered from Area

:10 cm : , EXCAUATION UNITS z

:LEUELS:1 2 3 4 5 6 7,8 910 11 12 13 14 15 16 1718 19:
: ------: ----- ------------:
31i1:
22 ! 1 :
: 3 i-- 1 1 1 1 1 1 :
24 : 1 :
:5::
:6::
.? : 3 :
.A
:9:3:
: 10 :
: ------: ----- -------------:
:T0TAL:0 1 0 0 1 1 0r0 0 1 O ? 2 1 0 1 0 0 0!

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 3? 38 :

.2 . 1

24:1
:5;
:6:..,
:8:1
rCr
:10 :

1 11:
.t.
t.

d.
CT
cEt

=
-J(6 o6H EgE E
cE t-' h2* F-
PEo*i^<r><
=uJq4rFdffix>
-*coE
EgoE
U) <,d J

:------:----- -------------:
:ToTAL:0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 01 1:

T0TAL INDIAN CERA$ICS RECOVERED = 25



• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

52 

Table 5. Description of Indian ceramics recovered from Area 
A. 

:UNIT-LEVEL: 	 DESCRIPTION 

2-3 
5-3 
6-3 
10-3 
12-3 
12-7 
12-7 
12-7 
12-9 
12-9 
12-9 

: 	13-1 
13-3 
14-4 
16-3 
21-2 
25-4 

• 28-8 
31-4 

• 33-1 
34-2 
35-3 
35-4 
37-2 
38-2 

:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Incised, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 
:Baytown Plain, var. San Jacinto 
:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Grog and bone tempered 
:Bane tempered, plain 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Baytown Plain, var. Phoenix Lake 
:Baytown Plain, var. San Jacinto 
:Bone tempered plain 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

TabIe
A.
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Descrlptlon of fndian ceranLcs recovered from Area

:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
:Goose Creek Plal.n, var. unspec.
:Goose Craek Plain, var. unsp6c.
:Goose Ereek Plain, var. unspec.
:Goose Creek fncised, var. unspec.
:Goose Creek P1ain, var. Anahuac
:Goose Creek Plal,n, var. Anahuac
:Goose Creek Plainr var. unspec.
:Goose Creek PIaIn, var. urspec.
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
:Goose Creek Plaln, var. Anahuac
:Beytou,n Plain, var. San Jacinto
:OtNeal Plai.n, var. Conuny
:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac
:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
:Grog. and bone tempered
:Bone tempeled, plaln
:Goose Creek Plaln, var. unspec.
:Baytoun Plain, var. Phoenix Lake
:Baytoun Plain, var. San Jaclnto
:Bone tenpered plain
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
:GoosB Creek Plain, var. lJnspec.

:UNIT-LEVEL: OESCRIPTION

2-3
5-3
6-3

10-3
12-3
12-7
12-1
12-7
12-9
12-9
12-9
13-1
13-3
144
16-3
21-2
254
284
314
33-1
34-2
35-3
35Jr
37-2
38-2

E
CE
@
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Table 6. Provenience of stone recovered from Area A. 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 
:LEVELS: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 : 
	 : 
: 	1 	• . 1 	1 	1 	 : 

: . • 2 	 1 	 1 	• . :  
. : 	1 1 	 2 	 1 3 • 	 _ 	 • . 	 . 

• • . • 4 	 1 	 1 : 	 . 
• : • 5 	 1 . 	. 	 . 

• . 	 : . 6 . ■ 

: 7 : .  
: 8 . . : 
: 9 • . 1 	 • 
: 10 	• . 1 	 • . 
: 	  
:TOTAL : 0 0 0 1 3 0 2 0 3 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 2 0 0: 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 	 . . 
:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 : 
: 	: 	 : 
• . 1 	1 	1 	 : 
: 2 	 • . 

• • 3 	 1 	 • . :  
• 4 	• . 	. 	 1 • 
: 5 • 

	

. 	 • . 
• : . • 6 • 	 1  

. 7  . 	 • . 	. 	 . 

. 	. 	 • . 8 . 	 . 
9 . . 1 1 	 • . 

: 10 	• . 
: 	: 	 : 
:TOTAL : 0 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 : 
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TOTAL STONE RECOVERED =. 22 
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Table 5. Provenl,ence of stone recovered from Area A.

i
:10 cm : . EXEAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:12 3 4 5 6 7.8 SlO11 121t14 1516 1?19 19::------:--.--- --------_____::1:111
.2: 1

:3:.'1 1 2
.4:-1
:6:
:8:
:9:1
: 10 : 1

:10 cm : EXCAVATIoN UNITS
:LEVELS:2o 21 22 23 24 25 26 2? 2A 29 30 31 32 3J J4 35 36 3? JE ::------:-----
:1:11 ..)
:3:1.
.4 ' 1:.:
:6:1
.a
:8 : :
:9:11 :
: 10 : I
: ------ : -----
:T0TAL:0 1 0 01 1 2 O O 1 0 O O O O O 0 0 1;

TOTAL STONE RECOVEREO = 22

tot!FCOz. c)3e
rf,6f,Go'<r><u-, c.J u

E==scoE
-T IJJ

=3=
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Table 	7. 

:10 cm 	: 
:LEVELS : 1 
: 	: 
: 	1 	• . 
• 2 	: . 
• 3 
• 4 	• . 	. 
• 5 . 	: 
. 	. • 6 	• 
• 7 	•• . 	. 
• . . 	8 	• 
.9 	: . 

. • 10 	. 

. . 	. 
:TOTAL 	: 0 

:10 cm 	: 
:LEVELS :20 
•	 
: 	1 	• . 
• 2 	• . 	. 
: 	3 	• . 
• : 4 	• . 
• 5 	• . 	. 
: 	6 	• . 
: 	7 	• . 
. 	8 	: 	1 . 
• . 	9 	: 	1 
• 10 	. 
: 	: 
: 	• . 
:TOTAL 	: 2 

. 	: • 

Provenience of bone recovered from Area A. 

, 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 	 • . 
2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7, 8 	9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 : 

: 
. 1 	 1 	• 

	

1 1 	• . 
2 	1 	1 	 • . 
3 	4 	 • . 

1 	 1 	•  . 
* . 

1 	 • . 
. . 
. . 
• •  
. 
. . 

0 	0 	0 	1 	0 	5 	0 	2 	4 	0 	2 	0 	0 	0 	2 	0 	2 	0: 

EXCAVATION UNITS  
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 : 

1 	2 	 • 
1 	2 	2 	 2 	•  

. . 
• 1 	 6 	: 

	

2 	: 

	

13 	• . 
. 

• .  
: 
• • 
: 
. 

1 	3 	4 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	1 	0 	0 	0 	0 23 	0 	0 	0: 

TOTAL BONE RECOVERED = 52 
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Table 7. Provenlence of bone recovered from Area A.

EXCAVATION UNITS:10 cm : .
:LEVELS:1 2 3 4 5 6 ?,8 910 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19:
: - ------: ---- --------------:

Z4:

:6:

.o
: 10 :

a4:
:6:
:8:
.o
: 10 :

211
34

1.
1a

1.

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS ,2O 21 22 23 24 25 26 2? 2A 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 3? 38 :
: -------: ---- --------------:

12
122

6
2

13

TOTAL BONE REC0VERED = 52

to
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EXCAVATION UNITS 
13 14 15 

1 	1 
4 3 5 
1 

6 3 8 2 23 8 0: 

7 8 	9 10 11 12 

1 1 1 
3 	9 1 2 
_ 36 3 
6 1 

t 3 52 0 6 2 

EXCAVATION UNITS 

:10 cm : 
:LEVELS: 1 2 3 
: 	: 
: 	1 	: 1 7 
: 	2 	: 2 5 3 

3 	,: 1 3 1 
: 	4 	: 1 

5 	: 
: 	6 	: 
: 	7 	: 
: 	8 	: 
•: 	9 	: 
: 	10 	: 

:TOTAL : 4 9 11 

:10 cm : 

16 17 18 19 	: 

1 3 6 
1 11 2 

8 
2 

• 

• • 

4 5 6 

514 2 
11'16 

3 2 2 

8 27 20 

:TOTAL : 7 0 3 2 11 
	

4 0 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 3 3 5 

• 1 : 
: 	2 : 
: 	3 : 

4 : 
5 : 

: 	6 : 
: 	7 : 
• 8 • 
: 	9 : 
: 	10 : 

• 

4 : 
1 : 
1 : 

.• 
• 

6 : 

1 

2 	1 1 4 1 
3 	2 1 5 	1 	1 2 

2 	1 

1 
1 

1 
	

1 

Table 8. Provenience of metal recovered from Area A. 
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:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 : 

TOTAL METAL RECOVERED = 245 
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Table 8. Provenlence of metal recovered from Area A.

,
:1O cm : i'
:LEVELS:'l 2 3 4 5

: 3 .:1 3'1 3 2 2
.4 :1

EXCAVATION UNITS :
6 7 8 91011 12 13 14 1516 1?18 19:

:'1 : 1 7 514 2 1 t 1 1 1136 :
| 2 22 5 3 11 '16 3 I 1 2 4 3 5 I11 2 2.-_36 3 1

61
8:

21:
.Ja6; :
ara:
-oa:
:g:.
. a l_la ru a :
!------!----- --------------:
:ToTAL:4 911 82?20 1 352 0 6 2 6 J I223 I O2

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2? 2A 29 30 3't J2 3J J4 35 J6 3? 3g :
: ------ ! - ---- --------------:: 1 22 1 1 41
.2 :3 215 1 1 21 Z S 4;: 3 . 2 1 1. 1:. 4 : 1 2' 1 ::5 :1 1 1 ::6:1:
2 ? :1 1 !:8:1
.o
:10 : :
: r ---- -: - -- --
:rorAL : ? 0 3 2 11 1 4 o 3 2 2 0 o--;-;--;-:--;--;-;

T0TAL fiETAL REC0VEHED = 2a5

CE

cc
@

=J46 o
oF (',
--2 AEu s

uaz)= F-
:JCEO!l^{r>(
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measured 14 mm in diameter x 3 mm thick. One thin sheet 
copper fragment was found in Level 1 of Unit 5. 	It was 11 
mm long x 8 mm wide x 0.5 mm thick. Two brass items that 
are probably from a shoe were recovered from Unit 9 . A one-
piece brass eyelet was recovered from Level 3. It was 10 mm 
in diametee overall with a 5 mm diameter hole. A one-piece 
brass hook-for retaining a shoe lace was recovered in Level 
4. It was 6 mm in diameter and 6 mm tall. A larger two-
piece oval shapped brass grommet with 4 prongs was found in 
Level 4 of Unit 30. It measured 32 mm long x 25 mm wide x 4 
mm thick, and had remnants of leather sandwiched between its 
2 parts. A fragment from an unidentifiable thin sheet brass 
object was recovered from Level 3 of Unit 11. It was once a 
larger, well-finished, symmetrically shaped object, that was 
broken at one end and hammered and cut at the other. 
Dimensions were 33 mm long x 23 mm wide x 1.5 mm thick. A 
modern shotgun shell case was found in Level 2 of Unit 22 
and another was found in level 2 of Unit 28. 

Provenience of sheet glass recovered from Area A is 
listed in Table 9. Only 12 clear glass fragments were 
recovered. Eleven appeared to be from window panes ranging 
from 1.5 mm to 2.5 mm in thickness. One fragment was plate 
glass that was 3 mm thick. 

Table 10 lists the provenience of 59 bottle glass 
fragments recovered from Area A. Several specimens were 
clear glass, but most had a light purple or a light green 
tint. 	A thicker fragment, dark brown in color, was found 
in Level 2 of Unit 6. Only 2 patinated glass fragments were 
recovered. One had a metallic luster on all surfaces and 
was recovered from Level 2 of Unit 34. The other patinated 
glass sherd was a light tan color on all surfaces and was 
found in Level 3 of Unit 35. 

Brick and mortar fragments were found in 12 of the 37 
units excavated. 	Table 11 lists the provenience of the 
fragments. All fragments were too small to determine if 
they were from earlier hand-made bricks or from modern 
bricks. Much of the mortar was burned suggesting that the 
fragments came from a fireplace. 

Table 12 lists the provenience of Anglo ceramics, and 
Table 13 describes the 32 specimens recovered from Area A. 
Three porcelain sherds and 1 small red earthenware fragment 
with a green lead glaze were recovered. The red earthenware 
fragment may have been from a vessel manufactured in Mexico. 
The 1 creamware, 15 pearlware and 1 transitional pearlware 
sherds were from vessels that were probably brought to the 
area prior to the Civil War. 	The remaining 11 sherds of 
refined earthenware, whiteware, ironstone and stoneware 
probably represent later occupations of the area from the 
time of the Civil War to the present. 
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measured 14 mm. ln diamet'er x 3 mm thick. One thin sheet
copper fragxuent was found in Level 1 of Unit 5. It was 11
mm long x 8 mm wide x 0.5 mn thlck. Two brass items that
are probably from a shoe were recovered from Unlt 9 . A one-
plece brass eyelet $ras recovered from Level 3. ft vras 1 0 rnln

1n diarnetet' overall wlth a 5 mm dlameter hole. A one-plece
brasE hook-- foi retaLnLng a shoe lace was recovered 1n i.eve}
4. It was 6 nm ln dlameter and 6 mm taIl. A larger two-
piece oval shapped brass grommet lrtth 4 prongs Iras found in
Level 4 of Unit 30. It Eeasured 32 nn long x 25 mm wide x 4
mn thick, and had remnantE of leather sandwLched between lts
2 parts. A fragnent from an unldentlflable thln sheet brass
obJect was recovered from Level 3 of Unit 11. It was once a
Iarger, well-flnlshed, symmetrlcally shaped obJect, that sras
broken at one end and hamnered and cut at the other.
DLmensions were 33 nm_ long x 23 nrn vride x 1.5 mn thlck. A
modern shotgun Ehell case was found in Level 2 of Unit 22
and another was found ln level 2 of Unlt 28.

Provenlence of sheet glass recovered from Area A is
llsted in Table 9. Only 12 clear glass fragments ldere
recovered. Eleven appeared to be fron wlndow panes ranglng
from 1.5 mm to 2.5 mn ln thickness. One fragment was plate
glass that waE 3 mm thick.

Table 10 llsts the provenience of 59 bottle
fraqTments recovered from Area A. Several speclmens
clear glass, but most had a llght purple or a light
t1nt. A thicker fragment, dark brown In color, was
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Ln Level 2 of Unlt 6. Only 2 patlnated glass fragments t ere
recovered. one had a metalllc luster on all surfaces and
was recovered from Level 2 of Unlt 34. The other patlnated
glass sherd was a llght tan color on all surfaces and was
found in Level 3 of Unit 35.

Brick and srortar fragments were found ln 12 of the 37
units excavated. Table 11 lists the provenlence of the
fralments. AII fragrments were too small to deternlne tf
they r{ere from earller hand-made bricks or from modern
br1-ks. Much of the nortar was burned suggestlng that the
fragrnents came from a flrePlace.

Table 12 lists the provenience of Anglo ceramlcs, and
Table 13 describes the 32 speclmens recovered from Area A.
Three porcelaln sherds and 1 small red earthenware fragirnent
wlth a green lead glaze were recovered. The red earthenware
fragnent may have been from a vessel manufactured in Mexlco.
The 1 creant are, 15 pearlware and 1 transltional pearlware
sherds were from vessels that were probably brought to the
area prior to the civil war. The remaining 11 sherds of
refined earthenware, whltevrare, ironstone and stonet are
probably represent Iater occupatlons of the area from the
tlme of the Clvil War to the present.
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Table 9. 	Provenience of sheet glass recovered from area A. 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 	 • . 
:LEVELS: 1 	2" 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 : 
: 	. 	 : 
- 	1 	: 	 1 	: . 

• • . 	. 	 . • 2 	 1 
•• 4 3 	• . 	.  
• 4 	• 	 • . 	. 	 . 
• 5 	* . 	. 	 : 
. 	. 	 : .6 	. 

.7 	• 	 . . 	. 	 . 
: 	8 	. . 	 • . 
: 	9  
: 	10 	: 	 : 
: 	  
:TOTAL : 0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	4 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	2 	0 	0: 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 
:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 : • 

• 1 	.. 	 2 	 • 
• 

• • 

	

2 	 1 	 • 

	

3 	: 2 	 1 
: 	4 
• 5 	• 	 • 
: 	6 
: 	7 
• 8 	• 
: 	9 
: 	10 
: 	: 
:TOTAL : 2 	0 	0 	0 	3 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	1 	0 	0 : 

TOTAL SHEET GLASS RECOVERED = 12 
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Provenlence of sheet glass recovered from area A.Table 9.
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Table 	10. 
A. 
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Provenience of bottle glass recovered from Area 

:10 cm 	: 	i. EXCAVATION UNITS : 
:LEVELS: 1 	2,- 3 4. 5 6 7 	8 	9.10 11 	12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 : 
• •  : 
: 	1 	: 	1 	1 3 1 2 2 1 - 
• 2 	: 	2 	1 . 1 3 1 	1 	1 1 3 2 1 : 

: • 	3 	• 	1 .  4 3 	1 1 2 : 
. 	. • 4 	• 1 1 
•  . 	5 	• . 1  
• 6 	• . 1  
• 7 	. . 	. : 
.8 	• . 	. • : 
. 	9 	. . 	. . . 
: 	10 	: . : 
• •  
:TOTAL : 2 	2 	2 1 4 8 1 	0 	5 	0 	4 	1 0 0 1 4 6 3 0: 

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS 
:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 : 

• 1 	• 1 2 
• 2 	1 	1 1 1 1 : 
• 3 	• 	1 1 2 • . 
• 4 	• 1 1 : 

5 1 • . 
• 6 
• • 	7 	• • 
• • 	8 • 

• 9 
• 10 

•  

:TOTAL : 0 	2 	1 0 2 2 1 	0 	0 	1 	0 	0 0 0" 1 2 0 2 1 : 

CC TOTAL 	BOTTLE GLASS RECOVERED 	= 	59 
CC 
Ct3 

Table 10.
A.

Provenlence of bottle glass
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recovered from Area

:10 cm : 7

:LEVELS:1 2.3 4 5 6
EXCAVATION I.JNITS
1A 910 11 12 13 14 15 16'l?18 19:

:1 : 11 31 z'.t:
. 2 .21
24:

:6!
:8:
rO

: 10 :

131 1 1 13 21 :
1 4 3 1 12 :

11 :
1:

1:

l.

't 1:
1.

:10 cm : EXCAUATION UNITS
:LEVELS:20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 2S 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 3? JE

24:

:6:

:g:
.O

: 10 :

12
11 1

11

!------:----- -------------:
:TOTAL:O 2 1 O 2 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 O-1 2 O 2 1:

TOTAL BOTTLE GLASS RECOVEREO = 59
:>-
t,<t

ico
"rJ

E,Ot!Fc,)z. (J
3F:

lr)
(Jii
cc o'<F><u.t ('J l-;
frz*
" (nul
."r . Ll-l>ou)
<CJ
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Table 11. Provenience of brick and mortar fragments recovered 
from Area A. 

:10 cm : 
:LEVELS: 1 

• 1 	.: 
: 2 : 

• 	

3 
• 

• 	

4 

• 	

5 • 
: 6 • 
: 7 
: 8  

. 
: 10 	: 

:TOTAL : 0 

EXCAVATION UNITS 	 • 
2 3 4 5 6 7,  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 : 

4 	 2 	2 18 	• . 

	

1 	2 	 1 1 	: 

	

2 1 	1 52 	 : 

	

1 	 • . 

0 0 0 6 3 0 3 52 0 0 0 2 0. 0 3 19 0 	: 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 
:LEVELS:20. 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 : 

: : . 1 	 1 	 1 	 '1 	 : 
: 2 : 	 1 	 1 : 
. 3. 	.• 	 • 
: 4 : 	 • 
• 5 • 	 • . 
• 6 • 	 • 
• 7 .• 	 : 
: 8 .• 	 .• 
: 9 	: 1 	 : . 
: 10 	 : 

:TOTAL : 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0: 

TOTAL BRICK AND MORTAR RECOVERED = 94 
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Table 11 . Provenlence of brlck and mortar fragrnents recovered
from Area A.

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:12 3 4 5 6 ?rI910 11 12 13 14 15 16 1?18 19:
3 -- ----: - ---- -------------:

24:

:6:

:8:
.o
: 10 :

4
12

21 152
1

2 218 :
.l 4

E,
CE
@
-J

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:2O 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 2A 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 3? 38 :
: ------: ----- ---- - ---- --- -:
: 'l : 1 1 ' 1 :
.').4/t.
.a
24:.
.F
t'l
.q
. o .,1
: 10 : :
:------:----- -------------:
:ToTAL:1 0 0 0 2 0 0 01 0 0 0 0 01 0 01 0:

T0TAL BRICK AND II0RTAR REC0VERED = 94

EEO
,- (€z. <t
(J,. Eu)fF-
tsoN<F><LiJ et L--

E=r*cocz
a .uJ
=ogl<o.:J
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Table 12. Provenience of Anglo ceramics recovered from Area 
A. 

:10 	cm :. 	- 
:LEVELS: 1 	2 

. : 	1 	• 

. : 	2 	• 

. : 	3 	• 

. : 	4 	. 
: 	5 	: 

. : 	6 	. 

. : 	7 	. 
: 	8 	. . 
: 	9 	: 
: 	10 	• . 
: 	: 
:TOTAL : 0 	1 

:10 cm : 
:LEVELS:20 21 
: 	  
: 	1 	• . 
: 	2 	• . 
: 	3 	• . 
: 	4 	• . 
: 	5 	: 
: 	6 	: 
: 	7 	. 
: 	8 	. 
: 	9 	. . 

. :10 	. 

:TOTAL : 0 	0 

3 

0 

22 

0 

4 

1 

1 

23 

1 
1 

2 

5 

2 
1 
1 

4 

24 

0 

6 

1 

1 

25 

1 
1 

2 

EXCAVATION UNITS 
7 	'8 	9 10 11 	12 

1 
1 

0 	0 	2 	0 	0 	0 

EXCAVATION UNITS 
26 27 28 29 30 31 

2 	1 
1 

1 
1 	 1 

1 
1 

4 	0 	0 	2 	1 	2 

13 

0 

32 

0 

14 

0 

33 

1 

1 

15 

0 

34 

1 

1 

16 

0 

35 

1 
1 
1 
1 

4 

17 

1 

1 

36 

0 

18 

1 

2 

37 

0 

-1 

• . 

	

19 	: 

: 
• . 

. . 

. 

. . 

.  . 

. . 

. 
: 
: 

0: 

. . 
38 : 

1 
• . 
• . 

	

1 	: 

TOTAL ANGLO CERAMICS RECOVERED = 32 
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Table 1 2. Provenience of Anglo ceramlcE recovered from Area
A.

!10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
ILEVELS:1 2 3 4 5 6 ?'B 910 11 12 13 14 1516 1?18 19:
! ------ ! ----- ---------:----:

,1:
1_1 :

!122
.2: 1 111 1

:3:'1 1

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEUELS320 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 3J J4 JS 36 3? 38 :
:______:_____ ____ __-.i,____-__- __ ________:
:'l:121
22 : 1 1 1

:3:11
.4r11
:5:1
:6:1
:83
rO

: 10 :

,lr.
111 :

a.
.t.

: ------: ----- -------------:
:ToTAL:0 0 O 2 O 2 4 O O 2 1 2 0 1 't 4 O O 1:

ToTAL ANGL0 CERAmICS REC0UERED = 32CE

cc
cct

=JScc o6Y I;sfr ts
cE r-, !':
o=-F-
Efr5rdflx>
-ncncl?2aECD<O.J
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Table 13. Description of Anglo ceramics recovered from Area 
A. 

:UNIT-LEVEL: ' 	 DESCRIPTION 	 : 

: 	2-2 	:Pearlware, mocha pattern, black on orange, body sherd  
: 4-2 	:Pearlware, plain, body sherd 	 : 
: 	5-1 	:Porcelain, plain, body sherd 	 . 

	

_5-1 	:Porcelain, plain, body sherd 	 • 
: 	5-2 	:Creamware, plain, body sherd 	 : 
: 	5-3 	:Pearlwara, blue transfer print, rim sherd 	 • . 
: 6-2 	:Pearlware, slip decorated, brown bands and white wavy lines : 
. :on light greenish-brown background, rim sherd of large bowl : • 
: 	9-2 	:Pearlware, hand painted green and brown floral design, 	• . 
. :body sherd 	 • • 
: 	9-3 	:Whiteware, plain, rim sherd 	 . . 
: 17-3 	:Transitional pearlware/whiteware, black transfer print, 	• 
: :body sherd 	 : • 
: 18-1 	:Refined earthenware, slipped green & brown bands, body sherd: 
: 18-3 
: 23-1 
: 23-2 
: 25-2 
: 25-3 
: 26-1 
: 
: 26-1 
: 26-3 	:Red earthenware, green lead glaze, possibly handle fragment : 
: 26-4 	:Pearlware, hand painted blue floral pattern, rim sherd 	• 
: 29-1 	:Stoneware, alkaline glaze an one side, body sherd 	 • 
: 29-6 	:Whiteware, plain, body sherd 	 • 
• 30-4 	:Pearlware, yellow hand painted floral pattern, body sherd 	: 
: 31-2 	:Pearlware, embossed and hand painted green, body sherd 	• 
: 31-5 	:Whiteware, plain, body sherd 	 . . 
: 33-2 	:Refined earthenware, flow blue, body sherd 	 • 
: 34-2 	:Pearlware, mocha pattern, black on orange/black band, body : 
: 35-1 	:Whiteware, blue on one side, body sherd 	 • . 
: 35-2 	:Pearlware, blue transfer print both, sides, body sherd 	: 
: 35-3 	:Pearlware, plain, body sherd 	 . • 
: 35-4 	:Refined earthenware, flow blue, rim sherd 	 • . 

-J 	 : 38-1 	:Pearlware, handpainted black band, rim sherd 	 : 
--1 

:Ironstone, plain, body sherd • . 
:Porcelain, plain, body sherd : 
:Pearlware, blue transfer print, body sherd : 
:Pearlware, plain, basal sherd • . 
:Refined earthenware, flow blue, body sherd • . 
:Refined earthenware, blue & yellow banded slip decorated • 
:& black transfer printed on white, body sherd  
:Pearlware, blue transfer print, rim sherd • 
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Table 13. DescrlptloR of Anglo ceramics recovered from Area
A.

I

:UNIT-LEVEL:'" OESCRIPTION
: ----------: - ----:-------- -------:
a 2-2 ' :Pearlu,alE, mocha patternr black on orange, body sherd i
z 4-Z
: 5-1
: .- _5-1'
2 5-2
! 5-3
. 6-2

: 9-2

: 9-3
. 1?-3

: 18-1
: 18-3
. 23-1
2 23-2
2 25-2
2 25-3
: 26-1
z

| 26-1
: 26-5
2 264
: 2S-1
! 29-6
: 30Jr
t31 -2
: 31 -5
. 33-2
z 34-2
: 35-1
: 35-2
: 35-3
: 35-4
: 38-1

:Peeflu,are, plain, body sherd :
:Polcelain, plaln, body sherd :
:Polcelaln, plaln, body sherd :
:Crearuale, plain, body sherd :
: Pealluare, blue ttansfer print, rim sherd i
SPearlurare, sllp decorated, brorrln bandb and uhite uavy lines :
:on light greenish-broun background, rlm sherd of large borrll :
:Pearluare, hand painted green and brorrn floral design, :
:body iherd
:lrihlteuarE, plain, rim sherd
:Transltlonal pearlure/uhiteuere, black transfet
:body sheld
:Raflned earthenuare, slipped green & broun bands,
:Ironitone, plaln, body sherd
:Polcelain, plaln, body sherd
lPearluare, bLue transfer print, body sherd
:Pearld,aie, plain, trasal sherd
:Reflndd earthenuare, florrl blue, body sherd :
:Reflned eaitheriuare, blLid &.yellou banded slip decorated :
:& black transfer prlnted on rrrhlte, body sherd :
:Peirlrrrire, blue transfer prlnt, rim sherd a

:Red eatthenu€re, green lead g1aze, posslbly handle fragment :
: Pearlnare, hand palnted blue floral pattern, rlm sherd :
:Stoneuare, alkallne gJ.aze on one side,'body sherd :
:lJhLteuale, Flain, body sherd :
:Peelluare, yellor, hand palnted floial pattern, body sherd :
:Pearluale, embossed and hand painted green, body sherd :
:ltlhlterrrare, plain, body sherd :
:Reflned barthenruare, florrl bluer body sherd :
:Pearluare, mocha pattern, black on orange/black band, body :
:lr,hlteu,are, blue on one slde, body sherd :
:Pea!lua!B, blue transfer prlnt both sldes, body sherd :
:Pealluare, plain, body sheid
:Refined ei"ir,enrir", ifor-uir", rim sherd ;
:Pearluare, handpalnted black band, rim sherd :

print, :

body sherd:

cc
G
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Stratigraphic Test of Area B  

The second area tested was east of the barns in the 
vicinity of the east-west fence and the Old Atascosito Road. 
This area was designated Area- B. Ten stratigraphic test 
units were. "excavated 5 m north of the fence along a east-
west. line and 10 units,were excavated along a north-south 
line,-Unit8 were spaced 10 . m apart. See Figure 12, Location 
of stratigraphic tests in Area B. 

Table 14 is a- summary-  of the stratigraphy of Area B. 
Thee soil excavated` was a loaMy fine- sand that. varied in 
color- from 10 YR 4/2 dark grayish brown at the surface to 10 
YR 5/3 brown near the.top of the clay. Most of the area was 
disturbed by pocket gophert. 

Seventy'Indialtceramit'sherdt were recovered from Area 
B. Table 15 lists the provenience for each specimen, and a 
description of each sherd is listed in Table 16.. All of the. 
sherdt'were relatively small; Forty of the sherds were of 
the sandy paste Goose Creek Plain type.. Three sherds were 
of the- Goose Creek Indised type. One had.2 linet around the 
rim separated by small punctates. Another. had lip notching, 
and the third sherd was incised with vertical lines near the 
lip. These sherds may indicate an early Neo-American Indian 
occupation,-. but Could.  have been.  manufactured . as  late as 
historid tiMet One of'thesherds- wtsgrog tempered Baytown 
Plain,-  var. Phoenix Lake type that appears later in time in 
the ceramic chronology than the appearance of Goose Creek 
types. .Twelve sherds were sand tempered-O'Neal Plain type, 
commonly found in Indian sites in the Sabine Lake area. 
Twelve sherds contained bone temper that indicate. a late 
prehistoric or historic Indian occupation. One sherd was 
Mandeville Plain and 1 sherd was sand. tempered with a 
brushed-exterior with asphaltum applied along a break. 

Only 4 stone specimens were recovered from Area B. All 
were very small chips of tan chert. Table 17- lists the 
provenience of the specimens. 

cc 
Twenty-nine specimens of bone were recovered from Area • 

Oa 	 B. None of the specimens appeared to be modern. Table 18 
lists the provenience of each specimen. All specimens were 

44c 
—J 	 very small fragments of poorly preserved bone. 	No icc 
IELLI cr:  r- 	identifiable bone was recovered from Area B. 

c) 
a!) 

cc 	 Table 19 lists the provenience of the metal objects 
N, recovered from Area B. Only 4 items were recovered. One • 0  (..) 	
43 

	

CC c=3 ~ 	was a fragment of a square iron nail from Level 2 of Unit 
cd, 	41, and another was a round iron nail recovered from Level 1 

CD Ea 8 it 	of Unit 58. Two items were small unidentifiable iron 
2=  cc co c= 	fragments. 
20 uu 

GQ,  co < 
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The second area tested was east of the barns in the
vlclnlty of the east-wegt fence and the OId Atascosito Road.
Thls "iea . was designatbd Area B. Ten strattgraphlc test
unlts were -excavated 5 ur north of the fence along a east-
rrest Ilne and'10 unltg,wera excavated along a iorth-south
llne. Unl.ts were spaced 10 m apart. See Flgure 12.. Locatlon
of strattgraphlc tests Ln Area B.

Table 14 IE a summary of the stratlgraphy of Area B.
The sol,l; excavated was h loamy f,Lne sand that varled 1n
color from 10 YR 412 dark grayish brown at the surface to 10
YR 5/3 brown near the top of the clay. MoEt of the area was
dlsturbed by pqcket gophers .

seventy rndlan ceramlc sherds were recovered from Area
B. Table 15 llsts the provenlence for each speclmen, and a
descrJ.ptlon of each sherd ls listed 1n Tab1e 15. A11 of the
sherds were relatively small. Forty of the sherds were of
the sandy paste Goose Creek Plaln type. Three sherds $rere
of the Goose Creek Iiiclsed type. one had 2 llnes around the
rlm separated by small punctatea. Another hadl lIp notching,
and the third sherd was lnclsed wlth vertical lines near the
Ilp. These sherds may indlcate an early Neo-Amerlcan Indian
occupatlon, but could have been manufactured as late as
hlEt6rlc tines. one of'the sherds wds grog tempered Baytovrn
Plalr, var. Phoenlx Lake type that aPpears later in time in
the ceramLc chronology than the appearance of coose Creek
types. twelve sherds were sand tempered O'Neal Plaln type,
conmonly found ln Indlan sltes ln the Sablne Lake area.
Twelve sherds contalned bone teurper that indlcate a late
prehlstorlc or hlstorlc Indian occupatlon. one sherd !'ras
Mandevllle Plaln and 1 sherd was sand tempered wlth a
brushed exterlor with asphalturn applled along a break.

OnIy 4 stone speclmens I ere recovered from Area B. A1I
!{ere very small chlps of tan chert. Table 17 llsts the
provenlence of the sPeclmens .

rwenty-nine speclmens of bone rrere recovered from Area
B. None of the specimens aPPeared to be modern. Table 18
Ilsts the provenlence of each speclmen. AII speclmens were
very snall fragTments of poorly preserved bone. No
iclentlfiable bone iras recovered from Area B.

Table 19 llEts the provenience of the metal obJects
recovered from Area B. only 4 items were recovered. one
was a fragment of a square iron nail from Level 2 of Unit
41 , and another was a round iron nall recovered from Leve1 'l

of Unlt 58. Two iteurs were small unldentlflable iron
fragments.
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Figure 12. Location of stratigraphic tests in Area B. 
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Table 14. Stratigraphy of Area S. 

: EXCAVATION : DEPTH 	: DEPTH 

	

REMARKS 

: UNIT 	 : EXCAVATED : OF CLAY : 
	

• 

: NUMBER 	. k, in cm 	: in cm 	: 
	

• 

39 	• . 70 . '70 • 

• 40 • 80 • 80 • 

	

. 	 . 	: 	 : 

	

6 	 . 9 41 	 90 : 	 0 • .  

• 42 	• 	100. 	• 	140 	• 

	

: 	 . 

	

: • 	
-• - 	100 	 • 

	

43 . 	 170 . 

	

: 	 44 	• . 100 	: Unknown : Did not core 

• 45 	• 	100 	: Unknown : Did not core, wet 

	

: 	 46 	• . 100 	: Unknown : Did not core 

• 47 	• 	90 	• 

	

. 	 . 	 . 	90 	: 

• : 
. 	 48 	 100 	: 

	160 

	

: 	 . 	 . 	 . 

	

: 	 49 	. 	100 	: Unknown : Sand cored to 190 

50 

	

: • 	 • 	100 	: 	100 	: . 

1 • 51 	 100 	• 

	

. 	 . 	 : 	130 	: 

	

100 : 	 . • 52 	• 	100 	: 
	

• 

	

. 	 .  

• 53 	• 	100 	: Unknown : Did not core : 

• 54 • 100 	 190 • . : 	 . 	: 

• 55 • 100 • 180 • 

	

. 	 . 	 . 	 . 

. 56 	: 
	

100 	
. 	

110 	
. 

	

: 	 . 	 . 	 . 

• • 57 • 60 	 60 : . : 	 : 

. 58 	: : 	 . 	100 	: Unknown : Sand cored to 190 

sand at 100 cm : 

• • 

CM • 

• 

• • 
• 

CM 

Table. 15. 	Provenience of Indian ceramics recovered from 

Area B. 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 

:LEVELS:39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 : 
	 • 

: 1 	: 2 	 1. 	1 	 : 
: 2 	: 1 	 1 	2 1 3 	1 	1 	 . . 
: 3 : 	1 1 2 2 	1 3 	1 3 	1 	 1 	: 
: 4 	: 1 	2 3 	1 	1 1 	 1 2 	 : 
• . : 	 4 	 2 	1 1 	1 : 
. . 6 : 

5 
. 	 1 1 5 1 	 1 1 : 

: 7 : 	 3 	2 	 1 	 • . 
• • a 	 1 . : 	 : 

: 9 : 	 2 	 : 
• 10 	. . : 

:TOTAL : 4 0 3 4 8 3 2 10 12 6 1 3 4 2 6 2 0 0 2 0:  

TOTAL INDIAN CERAMICS = 70 
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Table 14. Stratlgraphy of Area B.

: EXCAUATION : 
.DEPTH : DEPTH , 

.REMARXS

: UNIT : EXCAVATED : OF CLAY '! :
: NUMBER :,'ln cm : ln cm : :
3------------: -----------: ----------: -- ------:?o:

80:
90:

ltto :
: 43 -:- 100 : 170 :
a 44 : 10O : unknoun : 01d not corE :
: ' 45 : 100 : Unknom : DId not core, uet sand at 100 cm :: 46 : 100 : Unknoun : oid not core
.41 :90:90:
:48:100:160:
! 49 : 100 : Unknorn : Sand cored to 190 cm
:50:100:100:
: 51 : 100 : 130 :
252:100:100:
: 53 : 100 : lJnknoun : Dld not core
254:10Or190:
:55:100:180:
:56:100:110:
!5?:60:60:
: 58 : 100 : Unknoun : Sand cored to 190 cm

Table 15.
Area B.

:10 cm :

Provenience of fndlan ceranics recovered from

EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:39 40 4'l 42 43 44 45 46 4? 4A 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 5? 58 :
: ------: ----- ----- -----------:

!39!?0:
:40:80:
a 41 :90:
.42:100:

.,
:8:
rO

: 10 i

CE

cc
cc!

=J
46 o
OF (',

EE E
rf,,

6:: - i-
EEETdfrx>
-*cocE
?2aE(/J<CJ

11
1 213 'l 1

22 13 13 'r

111 12
4211

1151 11
32 1

1

2

: 1 .2
.2 :1
:3:11
i 4 :1 2 3

:T0TAL:4 0 3 4 6 3 21012 6 1 3 4 2 6 2 0 0 2 Or

T0TAL INDIAN CERAfiICS = 70

I
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Table 16. Description of Indian ceramics recovered from Area 
B. 

' 
:UNIT-LEVEL: 	 DESCRIPTION 	 : 
: 	  
. . 	39-1 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
: . 	39-1 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 	 : 
. 	39-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 	 . . : 
: 	39-4 :Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 	 : 
: 	41-3 	:Bone tempered plain 	 : 
: 	41-4 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway' 	 : 
• . 	41-4 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 	 . . 
• . 	42-3 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 	 : 
• . 	42-4 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 . 
• . 	42-4 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
: 	43-2 	:Bone tempered plain 	.... .. 	 : 
: 	43-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 	 . . 
• . 	43-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
: 43-7 :Bone tempered plain 	 : 
• . 	43-7 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 • . 
• . 	43-7 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 • . 

. : 	44-1 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. .  
: 	44-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac  .  
: 	44-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 	 . 
: 	45-4 :Baytown Plain, var. Phoenix Lake  
. 	 . 45-6 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. . 	 . 
: 	46-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 . 
. 	46-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : : 
. 	 . 46-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. . 	 . 
• . 46-5 :Bone tempered plain 	 • . 
• . 	46-5 	:Bone tempered plain 	 • . 
: 	46-5 	:Bone tempered plain 	 . . 
• . 	46-5 	:Bone tempered plain 	 • . 
. 	46-6 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 . . 	 . 
: 	46-7 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 	 : 
• . 	46-7 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 	 : 

. : 	47-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. . 	 . 
: . 	47-3 	:Goose Creek Incised, var. unspec. 	 : 

. : . 	47-3 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway  
: 	47-3 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 	 : 
• . 	47-4 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 • . 
: 	47-6 	:Bone tempered plain 	 . 

. : . 	47-6 	:Bone tempered plain  
. . 	47-6 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway  
: 	47-6 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 	 : 
• . 	47-6 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 • . 
: 	47-9 	:Bone tempered plain  .  
• . 	47-9 	:Bone tempered plain 	 • 
• . 	48-1 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 	 • . • . 	48-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 • . 
• . 	48-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 i . 
• . 	48-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
• . 	48-4 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 
: 	48-6 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 
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Table 16. Descriptlon of fndian ceramics recovered from Area
B.

I

:UNIT-LEVEL: ' OESCRIPTI0N :
!----------!:- ---:--------- _______:
: 39-1 :Goose Creek Plal,n, var. unspec.
: 39-1 :Goose Creek Plaln, var. Anahuac
: 39-2 :GoDse Creek Plain, var. Anahuac
: 39-4 :Goose Creek P1aln, var. Anahuac
: 41 -3 :Bone t6mpeEed plaln
a 414 :OtNeal Plain, var. Eonruay-
2 41-4 :OrNeal Pldln, var. Conuay
2 4Z-3 :0 tNeal Plain, var. Conimy
a 424 :Goose Creek Plain,
2 42-4 :Goose Creek Plain,
'. 43-2 :Bone tempered plaln
! 43-3 :Goose Creek Plain,
: 43-3 :Goose Creek Plaln,
a 43-? :Bone ternpeied plaln

var. unspec.
var. unspec.

var. Anahuac
var. unspec.
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t 43-7 :Goose Creek P1aln, var. unjpec.
a 43-1 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
2 44-1 :Eoose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
a M-3 :Goose Creek Plaln, var. Anahuac
z 44-3 :Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuec
: 45-4 :Baytoun Plain, var. Phoenix Lake
: 45-6 :Goose Creek P1aln, var. unspec.
2 46-2 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
a 46-2 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
: 46-3 :Goose Creek Plain, var. ,n"p"".
: 46-5 :Bone tempered plaln
: 46-5 :Bone tempered plaln
: 46-5 :Bone tempered plain
: 46-5 :Bone tempered plain
: 46-6 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
a 46-7 :otNea1 Plain, var. Conuay
a 46-? :orNeal Plaln, var. Eonuay
a 47-2 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.
| 4?-3 :Goose Creek Incised, var. unspec.
| 47-3 :ErNeaI Plain, var. Conuay
a 4?-3 :0rNeal Plain, var. Conuay
, 474 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.2 4?-6 :Bone tempered plain
a 4?-6 :Bon€ tempered plain
| 4?-6 :0rNeal. Plain, var. Conuay
a 47-6 :0rNeal Plain, var. Conrrray
z 47 -G :Goose Creek p1ain, var. unspec.a 4? -g :Bone tempered plain
| 4?-g :Bone tempered plain
a 48-1 :Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac
a 48-2 :Goose Creek plain, var. unspec.
, 48-2 :Goose Creek p1ain, var. unspec., 48-2 :Goose Creek plain, var. unspec.z 484 :OtNeal Plain, var. Conrrny
: 48-6 :0,NeaI Plain, var. Conuay
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Table 16 (continued). Description of Indian ceramics 
recovered from Area B. 

:UNIT-LEVEL:, 	 DESCRIPTION 	 . . 
: 	:— 	 • 
: 	49-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 

. : 50-3 :Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac . 	 . 
: . 	50-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
. 	50-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : : 
• 51-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : : 
: • 	51-5 	:Mandeville Plain  
• 51-8 	:O'Neal Plain, var. Conway 	 : : 

. : 	52-4 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. . 	 . 
• 

 
• 	52-7 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac 	 : 
. 	53-2 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : : 
: . 	53-3 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
. 	53-4 	:Goose Creek Incised, var. unspec. 	 : : 
: . 	53-4 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac  
: . 	53-5 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
: . 	53-6 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec.  

	

54-5 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 

	

54-6 	:Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. 	 : 
: : 57-3 	:Sand tempered & brushed exterior with asphaltum at break 	. .  
: : 	57-5 	:Bone tempered plain 	 . .  

Table 17. Provenience of stone recovered from Area B. 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 
:LEVELS:39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 : 

: 1 • • 
. 2 • 

	

. 	 1 	 1 • 
• . 3 : 

>-- 	• . 4 • 

	

. 	1 cr 
. 5 < 	. 	• cr 

o3 	. . 6 : 
. 7 . 	 . . 	. 

 
< cc cn • . 8 • 

	

. 	 • Z LU To- 	
• • . ' 9 	 1 I-- 	 . 	 .1 v.,  m 	7 	: 	• , 	10 	. t1.1 	1 13  

C3 	1,-- 	: 	: 	 : 
2 Li) 1.-- :TOTAL:0 0 CI 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 	: 
CC 1=1 •1::C 1— w  	TOTAL STONE RECOVERED = 4 

Tab1e 16 (continued) .
recovered from Area- B.

:UNIT-LEVEL:,..
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Descrlptlon of Indlan ceramlcs

DESCRIPTION
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:--------i-!-----:-------- _______:
: 4g-3 :Goose Creek Plaln, var. unspec. :
: 50-3 :Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac :
: 50-3 :Goose Creek Plaln, var. unspec. :
: 50-3 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. :
| 51-2 :Goose Creek PlaLn, var. Ltnspec. :
: 51 -5 :ftlandevllle Plaln :
: 51 -8 :OtNeal Plaln' vat. Conuay :
a 524 :Goose Creek Plain' var. unspec. :
'. 52-? :Goose Creek P1aln, var. Anahuac :
: 53-2 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. :
: 53-3 :Goose Creek PIaIn, var. unspec. :
: 53-4 :Goose Creek Inclsed, var. tnspec. :
: 53-4 :Goose Creek Plain, var. Anahuac :
: 53-5 :Goose Creek P1aln, var. unspec. :
! 53-6 :Goose Creek Plain, var. unspec. :
: 54-5 :GoosE Creek Plaln, var. unspec. :
: 54-6 :Goose Creek Plaln, var. unspec. :
: 57-3 :Sand tempered & brushed exterior rrrlth asphaltum at break :
: 5?-5 :Bone tempered platn

Table 17. Provenience of stone recovered from Area B.

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:39 40 41 42 43 M 45 46 47 48 49 SO 51 52 53 54 55 56 5? 58 ;
: ------! ----- --- -_____ _ _____ _:

i2 : 1 1 :

24: 1 :
.E

:6 : l
.,7

:8 : l
:9:1
:10 : ::------:-----
:T0TAL:0 0 01 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 O O 0 O O 01 O:
T0TAL ST0NE RECOVERED = 4
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4/3 wZ.7) 	:TOTAL : 1 0 2 0 0 0 0. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1. : 
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:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 	 • 
:LEVELS:39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55.56 57 58 : 
: 	: 	 . 
: 1 • 1 	 1 : 

2 	: 1 	1 	 • cc 	 . 

	

. 	 . 
cc 	 • 
CO 	 : 4 . 

	

. 	 • 
.73 	: 5 • . : 
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Table 18. Provenience of bone recovered from Area B. 

:10 cm : 	, EXCAVATION UNITS : 
:LEVELS:39 4D 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 	: 
: 	:  
: 	1 	 1 1 : 
: 	2 1 . • 
: 	3 	: 1 • 
: 	4 	: 	2 2 • . 
: 	5 	: 2 1 1 • . 
: 	6 	: 5 1 2 : 
: 	7 	: 1 2 1 : 
: 	8 	: 3 : 
: 	9 	: 	 1 1 : 
: 	10 : 

:TOTAL : 0 	0 	1 	2 	0 	1 2 1 5 0 2 0 3 0 0 7 2 2 1 0 	: 

TOTAL BONE RECOVERED = 29 

Table 19. Provenience of metal recovered from Area B. 
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Table 18. Provenience of bone recovered from Area B.

:10 cm : , EXCAVATION UNITS :
:LEVELS:39 49 41 42 43 44 45 46 4? 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 :

:1:1
.2:1
.4 | 2
:5221
:6:5
.? : 1

:8!
:9:1
: 10 :

12
21
3
1

cro
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: ------: ----- - -- -------------:
:ToTAL:0 0 1 2 0 1 21 5 0 2 O 3 0 O 7 2 21 0:
TOTAL B0NE REC0VERED = 29

Table 19. Provenience of metal reCovered from Area B.

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:3g 40 41 42 43 M 45 46 4? 4A 49 50 51 52 53 54 55.56 5? SB :
: ------!----- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ::1:1
.2 :1 1 ;

.rta.aa.

.E.rr.!

.U.:

.O .:.o
: 10 : ..

3 ------: ----- -- --- ---- -- - ----:
:T0TAL:1 0 2 O 0 0 0 O O O O 0 O 0 O 0 0 O O 1:
T0TAL mETAL RECOVERED = 4
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No sheet glass was recovered from Area B, and only 9 
fragments of bottle glass were recovered. Table 20 lists 
the provenience of the bottle glass recovered from Area B. 
Four specimens were clear glass. One had a light purple 
tint, and ,1 was light blue-green in color. One thin dark 
green fragment was recovered, and a thicker dark green 
fragment was found in Level 6 of Unit 47. Only 1 lightly 
patinated glass fragment was recovered. It was a thin 
translucent fragment, light olive green in color. 

No brick or mortar was recovered from Area B. 

Table 21 lists the provenience of the Anglo ceramics 
recovered from Area B, and Table 22 describes the 2 
specimens recovered. One was a plain creamware sherd, and 
the other was a plain pearlware sherd. 

Survey of Large Trees atWoode Springs_Farm 

Karen Cole, a forester, examined the trees just east of 
the tool shed, a tree near the barn and a dead tree east of 
the barn near the road. See Figure 9. Results of her study 
are listed in Table 23 (Cole personal communication). 

CONCLUSIONS, ASSESSMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Archeological investigations of the Woods.' Springs Farm 
property, previous to this study, indicated that significant 
Indian and Anglo-American cultural resources might be 
present. The purpose of this study was to gather additional 
information useful in assessing the archeological resources 
within the property for nomination of the site to the 
National Register of Historic Places. A second purpose was 
to provide recommendations for conserving the cultural 
resources and for conducting additional archeological and 
historical studies of the Wood Spring Creek area. 

Conclusions  

The historical research provided a great deal of 
information about Spanish activities at the military post of 
Atascosito from 1805 to 1812. 	First garrisoned by 12 or 15 
soldiers in 1805, the number of soldiers increased to 76 by 
November 1806 and then declined in number until the the post 
was abandoned in 1812. Their archeological record should 
include quantities of Spanish military artifacts such as 
metal buttons, buckles and gun parts. Spanish household 
items should also be present. These should include basalt 
manos and metates, copper and iron cooking vessels and a 
variety of soft paste earthenware vessels manufactured in 
Mexico. These would most likely be burnished earthenwares, 
lead-glazed earthenwares and tin-glazed earthenwares. 

During this time immigrant families from Louisiana 
stopped at the post for extended periods of time. They 
probably brought with them hard paste earthenware vessels, 
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- No sheet glass.was recovered from Area B, and "rrr, 
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fragrments of bottle glass were recovered. Table 20 lists
!h. provenience of the bottle glass recovered from Area -8.
Eour speclmens were clear glass. One had a fight purpfetint, and ,ll was tlght bluq-green ln color. on6 [nfi-airfgreen fraExrent ,. was.recovefed, and a thlcker dark sreenfragment was found in Levet 6'of unii az.-- onfy-i-'-ff6irIiipatlnated glass fragment wag recovered. It was. a thlntranslucent fragment, 119ht ollve green i.n color.
' No brlck or mortar !,ag recovered from Area B.

Table 21 lIsts the provenlence of the Anglo cerarnjcsrecovered from Area B, - and Table 22 aesciiUes - -[tre-' 
Zspecimens recovered. One-was a plain creamrrare sherd, andthe other was a plaln pearlware sirera.

Survev of Larqe Trees at Woodst Springs Farm

. Karen- Cole, a forester, examined the trees Just east ofthe tool shed, a tree near the barn and a dead free east ofthe barn near the "o?q.. See Figure 9. Results oi irei-"[uaiare listed ln Table 23 (CoIe peisonat communlcatlon).

coNcLUsIoNS, ASSESSMENTS AND RECOMT{ENDATIONS

Archeological lnvestigations of the Woods I Springs Farmproperty, prevlous to thls study, indicated that ;igniflc;;tIndian and Anglo-Anerican cultural resources might bepresent., Ehe purpgse of thls study was to gather addltlonaLlnrormatl.n usefur In assesslng the archeorogical resourceswlthin 
- the property for nomiiaii""-"f the slte to the

. A second purpose ,ri"Eo provrde recommendations for conserving tle - culturalresourceE and for conductlng additional archeologlcal andhistorlcal studies of the Wood Spring Creek area.
Conclus lons

fhe hlstorlcal research provided a great deal ofinformation _about spanish activitles at the mirltary post ofAtascosito from 1805. to 181 2. Flrst garrlsoned by' 12 oi 1Ssoldlers in 1805, the number of soldiSrs increase& to Zs UyNovember 1805 and then decllned in nunber until the the poaLlras abandoned ln 1812. Thelr archeoroglcar record stri"iainclude. quantltles of Spanish mil i tary -arti facti- -su.t - -."
netal buttons, buckles and gun parts. Spanlsh householdltems should also be present. These should include basaltmanos and.metates, copper and iron cooklng ,r"s".i" ;;d--"varlety of soft paste earthenware vessels manufactured inMexico. These would most rikely be burnlshed earthenwares,Iead-glazed earthenwares and tlnlglazed earthenwares.

During thls tine immigrant famllles from Louisianastoppe! at the post- for extended perlods of t1me. Theyprobably brought wlth them haril paste earthenware vessels,
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Table 20. 	Provenience of bottle glass recovered from Area 
B. 

:10 cm : 
	 EXCAVATION UNITS 	 • 

:LEVELS:39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 

• 1 	: 
: 	2 	• 	 1 	1 
: 	3 	• 
• 4 
: 	5 	• 
: 	6 	• 
: 	7 	: 
: 	8 	: 
: 	9 	: 
: 	10 	: 

:TOTAL : 0 	0 	0 	0 	0 	1 	1 	0 

TOTAL 	BOTTLE GLASS RECOVERED 

47 

2 

= 

48 

1 

1 

9 

49 

1 

50 

0 

51 

0 

52 

1 

1 

53 

0 

54 

0 

55 

1 

1 

56 

1 

1 

57 

0 

58 : 

• 
• • 
• • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

0 	: 

Table 21. 	Provenience of Anglo ceramics recovered from Area 
B. 

:10 cm : 	 EXCAVATION UNITS 	 • . 
:LEVELS:39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 : 
■ 	: 	 : 
• I 	•• . 	. 	 . . 	2 	: 	1 	 : . 
• 3 	• 	 1 	 • . 	. 
•4 	• 	 •. . 	. 	 . 
.5 	. 	 . . 	• 	 . 
•6 	. 	 . . 	. 
. 	7 	. 	 • • . 	 . 
• . 	 • . 	a 	.  
: 	9 	: 
: 	10 	: 
• • 	• 

:TOTAL : 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0: 

TOTAL ANGLO CERAMICS RECOVERED = 2 
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Table 20.
B.

:10 cm :
:LEVELS:3g 40 41

69

Provenlence of bottle glass recovered from Area

EXCAVATION UNITS :
42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 5? 58 :

!1:1:
.2 : 11 1 :
:3:1:
a 4 : -- :
:5:.
:6:21:
a7 : 1 :
:8::
:9::
: 10 : :
: ------: ----- - ------ ----- -- - -:
:TOTAL:0 0 0 0 E 1 1 0 21 1 0 01 0 0 1 1O 0:
TOTAL BOTTLE GLASS RECOVERED = I

Table 21- Provenience of Angr.o ceramics recovered from Area
B.

:10 cm : EXCAVATION UNITS
:LEVELS:39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 07 4A 49 50 51 52 SJ 54 55 56 5? SB :

.E

.C

.n

.O

.O

: 10 : .
:------:----- -______-____-___:
:TOTAL!1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 01 O 0 O O O 0 0 O O O:
TOTAL ANGLO CERAfiICS REC0VERED = 2
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Table 22. Description of Anglo ceramics recovered from Area 
B. 

:UNIT-LEVEL: 	 DESCRIPTION 

: 	 . : 	  

: 39-2 	:Creamware, plain, body sherd 

: 48-3 	:Pearlware, plain, body sherd 

Table 23. 	Description of large trees at the Woods'  Springs 
Farm. 

:TREE: 	 TREE TYPE 	 :DIA.: APPROXIMATE AGE: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

# 	: 	 : 	in.: 

1 	:Sycamore, 	Platanus occidentalis Platanaceae :56.5: 
2 :Sycamore, 	Platanus occidentalis Platanacese :19.7: 

3 :American Elm, 	Ulmus americana Ulmaceae 	:37.1: 
4 :Walnut, 	Juglans nigra Juglandaceae 	 :12.7: 

5 :Dead Walnut, juglans nigra Juglandaceae 	:27.4: 

in years 

226 
77 

148 
57 

110 

: 

: 
. • 
4 
4 

• . 

: 

Note: Estimates of age were made from "Guide for establishing values of 
trees and other plants" by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers 
International Society of Agriculture, 1924. 

Tree #1 is 125 feet tall. 
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TabLe 22. Descrlptlon of Anglo ceramlcs recovered from Area
B.

: TJNIT-LEVEL : DESCRIPTION
! - ----- --- ' ! --"---:--- ------- ------ -:
: 3g-2 :Cleatlrdre, plain, body sherd :
: 48-3 :Pearlu,are, plain,'body sherd :

Tab1e 23.
Farm.

: TREE :| #,

Descrlption of large trees at the Woodsr Sprlngs

:DIA.: APPR0XImATE AGE:
: in.: in years :

TREE TYPE

: ---- ! ------- -___________:____:________________:: 1 :Sycamore, Platanus occidentalis Platanaceae :56.5: 226 :
: 2 :Sycamore, Platanus occidentalis Platanaceae :19.?: 71 :
: 3 : Amerlcan Elm, Ulmus amerlcana Ulmaceae :3?.1: 14A :
i 4 :lJalnut, Juglans nlgra Juglandaceae
: 5 :Dead lJalnut; Juglans nigra Juglandaceae

r12.?i 57 :
.27.4. 110 :

Note: Estimates of age uere made from trGulde for establlshing values of
trees and other plantstr by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers
Internatlonal Soclety of Agriculture, 1924.

Tree #1 is 125 feet tal.I.
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manufactured in Great Britain, such as creamwares and 
pearlwares. 

Architectural remains of the post should include 
evidence of, numerous structures, built of wood, with 
prepared clay floors.-  Post holes, fireplaces and quantities 
of hand wrought square iron nails should remain where these 
structures once stood. 	 • 

Historical evidence concerning the George Orr homesite 
included a description of his house that was occupied 
sometime after 1821 until about 1850. The house was located 
south of the road and faced the road and the creek. The most 
diagnostic artifacts from the Orr-Franklin occupation should 
be British made hard paste earthenware ceramics such as 
creamwares, pearlwares and the later banded pearlwares. 
Architectural remains of the wooden house should include 
quantities of square iron nails, a brick chimney and an 
underground cistern. Remains of Orr's blacksmith shop 
should be found behind the house. 

It is not known if the Orr-Franklin house was occupied 
again before it was torn down in 1882, but it may have been 
occupied by George Woods and members of his family. They 
would probably leave different types of ceramic artifacts 
behind. These would include stoneware vessels and ironstone 
ceramics that replaced pearlwares in popularity after the 
Civil War. 

The pedestrian survey of the Woods' Springs Farm 
property provided new information about the location of an 
early Anglo-American homesite and an area where Indian 
ceramic artifacts were concentrated. Most of the artifacts 
were found near the east-west fence and downslope around the 
tool shed. No artifacts were found very far south of the 
east-west fence. 

Based on the pedestrian survey, it appears that Indians 
utilized much of the area along the high ground south of 
Wood Spring Creek from Sandune Road to Farm Road 1011. 
Historic ceramics were found in the same vicinity as Indian 
artifacts, but they were concentrated in the vicinity of the 
tool shed. It was suprising that no Indian artifacts were 
found east of Farm Road 1011 and only 1 Anglo ceramic sherd 
was found there. 

It appears that both Indians and Anglo-Americans 
occupied Area A around the tool shed and near the barns. 
One very small red earthenware sherd with a lead glaze was 
recovered that might have been of Spanish origin, but no 
significant evidence of a Spanish occupation was found. 
Some of the creamware and pearlware ceramics could have been 
left by the immigrant families who stopped at Atascosito 
Post, or possibly by occupants of the Layle house which 
stood near the tool shed, but it is more likely that they 
indicate that the George Orr homesite is nearby, probably 
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creamvrares and

Archltectural remains of the post should lnclude
evidencE of. numerous structures, built of wood, with
prepared cJ,ay floors. PoEt holes, flreplaces and quantitles
of hand wrought square lron nalls should remaln where these
gtruetures once stood.

Elstorlcal evldence concernlng the George Orr homesite
included' a descrlptlon of his house that. I aE occupied
sometime after 1821 until about 1850. The house was located
south of the road and faced the road and the creek. The most
diagnostlc artlfacts frorn the Orr-Franklln occupation should
be Brltlsh made hard paste earthenware ceramlcs such as
creamwareE, pearlwares and the later banded pearlwares.
Archltectural remains of the wooden house should lnclude
quantltles of square iron nallsr., a brlck chlruiey and an
underground cistern. Remalns of orrrs blacksmlth shop
should be found behind the house.

It Is not known Lf the Orr-Franklin house was occup!.ed
again before it was torn down in 1882, but lt may have been
occupled by George Woods and merobers of hls family. They
would probably leave dlfferent types of ceramlc artifacts
behlnd. These would include stdnelrare vessels and l-ronstone
ceranics that replaced pearlwares ln popularity after theClvil l{ar.

The pedestrlan survey of the Woods' Springs Farmproperty provlded new infornatlon about the locatLon of an
early Anglo-Amerlcan homesite and an area where Indian
ceramlc artLfacts were concentrated. Most of the artlfacts
were found near the east-wegt fence and downslope around the
tool shed. No artlfacts were found very far south of the
east-west fence.

Based on the pedestrl.an survey, lt appears that Indlans
utilized much of the.area along the hlgh ground south of
Itlood Sprlng Creek from Sandune Road to Farm Road 1011 .Hlstorlc ceramics were found in the same vl.clnlty as rndlan
artlfacts, but they rrere concentrated ln the vlcinlty of the
tool shed. It was suprlslng that no fndlan artlfacts were
found east of Farm Road 1011 and only 1 Anglo ceramlc sherd
was found there.

ft appears that both Indians and Anglo-Amerl,cans
occupled Area A around the tool shed and near the barns.
One very snall red earthenwa:re sherd with a lead glaze sras
recovered that mlght have been of Spanlsh ortgin, but no
signiflcant evldence of a Spanish occupation !{as found.
Some of the creamware and pearlware ceramics could have been
left by the immigrant fanllles who stopped at Atascoslto
Post, or possibly by occupants of the Layle house vrhlchstood near the tool shed, but it is more llkely that theyindicate that the ceorge Orr homeslte is nearby, probably
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south of the roadway in the vicinity of the barns and 
corrals. 

No distinct cultural layers were discernable from the 
stratigrapF4c tests in Area A, and no cultural features were 
found. Cultural stratigraphy is poorly preserved because of 
the constant burrowing by pocket gophers which have severely 
mixed the sandy soils and moved artifacts from their 
original locations. Construction of the Layle house and its 
later removal and• construction of the tool shed also 
contributed to the disturbance of Area A. 

Area B contained very few historic artifacts compared 
to Area A. No evidence of a Spanish occupation was found 
and only 2 Anglo ceramic sherds were recovered. A total of 
70 Indian ceramic sherds were recovered from the 20 
stratigraphic tests in Area B, while only 25 Indian sherds 
were recovered from the 37 tests in Area A. Vessel shapes 
and sizes could not be determined because most of the sherds 
were very small fragments. 	The bone tempered Indian 
ceramics indicate a late prehistoric or historic Indian 
occupation. No significant diagnostic stone artifacts were 
recovered from either area. Stratigraphy of Area B was 
severely mixed by burrowing pocket gophers. 

Two glass beads, apparently of European manufacture, 
were found on the surface at the eastern edge of Area B. 
They were probably items acquired by Indians, but could have 
been left by the Spanish who utilized beads as trade items. 

Assessments  

A State of Texas Archeological Site Data Form was 
completed for 41 LB 16 that included information gained 
during this study. 	The limited investigation of the Woods' 
Springs Farm property produced important new information 
about cultural resources present, but did not yield 
sufficient historical or archeological evidence to identify 
the site of the Atascosito Post or the George Orr homesite. 

rs 
Historic artifacts recovered indicated that an early cc 

Anglo-American homesite is in the vicinity of Area A. 	If 
the artifacts were from the George Orr homesite, then, the 

< 	c, site is probably in the vicinity of the barns and corrals 
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;7] south of the roadway. Construction and utilization of the 

E :=g barns, sheds and corrals for raising cattle has affected the 
a:c.) 	stratigraphy on the western portion of the property. These 
2!9;, 	structures also limit the areas that can be investigated 
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the roadway in the vicinlty of the barns and

No dfstinct cultural layers were dLscernable from the
stratlgraphfc tests in Area A, and no cultural features were
found. Cultural stratigraphy is poorly preserved because of
the constant butrowing by pcicket gophers which have severely
mixed the sandy soils' and moved artifacts from their
original locatlons. Constructlon of the Layle house and its
later removal and construction of the tool shed also
contributed to the dlsturbance of Area A.

Area B contained very few historic artifacts compared
to Area A. No evidence of a Spanlsh occupation was found
and only 2 Anglo ceramic sherds were recovered. A total of
70 indlan ceramic sherds were recovered from the 20
stratlgraphic tests in Area B, whlle only 25 fndian sherds
$reie recovered from the 37 tests in Area A. Vessel shapes
and sizes could not be determiried because most of the sherds
were very Smal1 fragments. The bone tempered Indian
ceramics indicate a latd prehistoiic or histoiic Indlan
occupatlon. No signiflcant diagnostic stone artifacts were
recovered from either area. Stratlgraphy of Area B waE
severely mixed by burrowing pocket gophers.

Two glass beads, apparently of European manufactuie,
were found on the surface at the eastern edge of, Area B.
They were probably ltems'higuired by Indlans, but could have
been left bV th3 Spanish ,irho utillzed beads as trade items.

As ses sments

A State of Texas Archeological Site Data Form vras
completed for 41 LB 15 that included informatlon galned
durlng this study. The lirnited investigation of the Woodsr
Sprlngs Farm property produced lmportant new lnformatlon
about cultural resources present, but ditl not yielcl
sufficient historical or archeologlcal evidence to identify
the site of the Atascosito Post or the George Orr homesite.

Historlc artlfacts recovered indicated that an early
Anglo-Amerlcari homesite is in the vicinlty of Area A. If
the drtlfacts were from the George Orr homeElte, then, the
site ls probably in the vlclnity of the barns and corrals
south of the roadway. Construction and utllization of the
barns, sheds and corrals for ralslng cattle has affected the
stratlgraphy on the western portlon of the property. These
structures also llmlt the areas that can be investlgatecl
southr of the roadway where historlcal inforniation indlcated
the Orr house site mlght be.

Indian artifacts recovered, mostly ceranrics,, suggest
that both prehlstoric and hlstoric Indians camped along the
high ground south of Wood Spring Creek. Most of the fndian
ceramlcs recovered r/rere very small fragiments. No diagnostic
stone tools vrere recovered and bone preservation was vbry
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poor. The deep sandy soils on the property are severely 
mixed by the burrowing of pocket gophers which has resulted 
in poorly preserved cultural stratigraphy. 

Current historical and archeological information about 
the culturll resources present on the Woods' Springs Farm 
property is not> sufficient evidence for nominating an 
archeological site to the National Register of Historic  
Places. Positive identification of the Atascosito. Post or 
the George Orr homesite remain important objectives for 
further historical and archeological research. 

Recommendations  

It is recommended that the landowners of the Woods' 
Springs Farm property conserve the archeological resources 
that have been found or may remain to be found on their 
property. This could be accomplished by the land owners 
informing the Liberty County Historical Commission of any 
plans to disturb the deposits. The Commission could then 
consider the need to monitor ground disturbing activities in 

-order to prevent loss of significant cultural resources. 

Historical research has provided significant 
information about Atascosito Springs, Atascosito Post and 
the George Orr homesite. Additional information may exist 
that would be useful in determining the exact location of 
these sites. It is recommended that historical research be 
ccntinued in an effort to locate -this needed informAtion. 
Suggested sources of the information include the Mexican 
Military Archives and letters and diaries of individuals who 
may have had knowledge of these historic places. 

It is recommended that the Liberty County Historical 
Commission continue to make archeological surveys of the 
Woods' Springs Farm property, particularly after rains when 
artifacts are most likely to be found on the surface around 
gopher burrows. 

Additional stratigraphic testing around the barns and 
corrals south of the roadway may provide the archeological 
evidence needed to identify the George Orr homesite. 	It is 
recommended that these areas be surveyed with a metal 
detector, and then areas likely to contain significant 
historical artifacts or features should be tested. 

It is recommended that other properties along Wood 
Spring Creek be systematically surveyed for cultural 
resources. The site of Atascosito Post may be located east 
of Highway 146 on high ground near Wood Spring Creek. 
Owners of properties along Wood Spring Creek should be 
encouraged to inform the Liberty County Historical 
Commission of plans to disturb their property in order for 
the Commission to consider the need to monitor these 
activities. 
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poor. The deep sandy soils on the property are severely
mlxed by the burrowtrng of pocket gophers whlch has resulted
ln poorly preserved cultural stratJ.graphy.

current hlstorlcal and archeological lnformation about
the cultur/I lesources present on the Vfoods I Sprlngs Farm
property ib not sufficlent evidence for nominatlng an
archeologlcal site to the Nattonal Reglster of Hlstorlc
Places'. Posl.tive identlfLcatlon of the Atascosito'Post or
Ef,e--eorge orr honesite remaln important obJectlves for
further hlstorlcal and archeologlcal research-

It, is reconmended that the landowners of the Woods'
Sprlngs Farm property conserve the archeologlcal resources
that have been found or may remaln to be found on thelr
property. Thls could be accompllshed by the land owners
informlng the Liberty County Hlstorical Commission of any
plans to disturb the deposJ.ts. The conmlsslon could then
conslder the need to monLtor ground disturblng actlvitles ln
order to prevent loss of sljnlficant cultural resources.

Elstorlcal research has provlded slgniflcant
Informatlon about Atascosito Sprlngs, Atascosito PoEt and
.the George Orr homeslte. Addltlonal lnformatlon may exist
that would be useful ln determinlng the exact location of
these sites. It ls recommended that historical resea:rch be
ccnt inued i n arr e:E f ort' to f ocate thi s needed i nformqttron.
Suggested sources of the information lnclude the Mexlcan
Mllitary Archlves and letters and dlaries of indlvlduals who
may have had knowledge of these hl.storlc places.

It iE recommended that the Llberty County Illstorlcal
Commlssion contlnue to make archeologlcal surveys of the
Woods' Sprlngs Farm property, partlcularly after ralns when
artifacts are niost lIkely to be found on the surface around
gopher burrows.

Addltlonal stratigraphic testing. around the barns and
corrals south of the roadway nay provide the archeologlcal
evidence needed to ldentlfy the George Orr homesite. It is
recommended that these areas be surveyed with a metal
detector, and then areas tlkely to contaln slgnificant
hlstorical artifacts or features should be tested.

rt ls recommended that other propertles along. Wood
Spring Creek be systematically surveyed for cultural
resources. The site of Atascoslto post may be located east
of Eighway 146 on high ground near Wood Spring Creek.
Olrners of propertles along wood Spring Creek should be
encouraged to inform the Llberty County Illstorical
Commission of plans to disturb thelr property in order for
the Connisslon to conslder the need to monitor these
activlties.
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APPENDIX 

Census Report of Immigrant Families at Camp of Orcoquisac, 
November 1, 1807. 

* 
Census.of the families of immigrants who are in 
proceed farther, and who are being pe rmitted to 
have no mounts: the number of cattle and horses 
also listed: 

X N S D MS PS 
let Fami1 

AgustinM.100V.; widower. 	1 
His Children  

Benxamin, 16yrs. old, 
Maria Margarita, 15 yrs. old 

Servants  
Maria LACADIt3T 

Personal= 'Property 
Horses 
Cattle 

Another. Family 
Sebastian BENUA 	 1 
Nipolita. LEBLIUT, his wife 	1 

His Children  
Jose Defesu, 4 yrs. old 
Maria Dolores, 3 yrs. 
Maria Josefa S months. 

Another Family  
Maria Magdalena =MA, widow 

Her Children  
LW,  Pabro, 9 yrs. 
Denis, S yrs. 
Agustin, two yrs. 
Maria Celestine, 10 yrs. 
Personal Property  

Horses 
Cattle 

this post unable to 
settle here as they 
each person has is 

C 	H 

6.: 

1 
1 

1 

3 
150 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

.1 

1 

Carried Forward 	2 2 5 	4 
Another Family 

Federico ESCOMAN 	 1 
Catarina ESBOMEN, his wife 	1 

Children_ 
Georii7-21-77re old. 	 1 
Enrriques, 15 yrs. old 	 1 
David, 13 yrs. old 	 1 
Juan, 11 yrs, old 	 1 
Pedro:, 9 yrs. old 	 1 
Pedro, 9 yrs, old 	 1 
Maria, 4 yrs. old 	 1 
Francisco, 2 months 	 1 

Another Family 
Don Carlos SABET 	 1 
Catarina LEBLIUT, his wife 	1 

Children  
Alejandro; 1 yrs. old 	 1 
Luisa, 2 yrs. old 	 1 

Personal Property 
Cattle 
Horse's 

Another Family  
BIas LECHAM 
Catarina, his wife 	 1 

Children 
Bauri.ia712 yrs. old 	 1 
Celestine, 7 yrs. old 	 1 

Personal Property  
Cattle 

1 	156 	4 

200 
2 

15 

APPENDIX

Census Report of Immlgrant Families aC Camp of Orcoguisac,
November 1, 1807.
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Another Family  
Jose GIRUDT 

Carried Forward 
Celestina ERNIBESOM, his 
wife 

Children  
Jose, 4 yrs. old 
manuela, 3.' yrs old: 

Personal-  Property' 
Cattle 
Rorse8.::  

Another.Family 	 M W S D MS PS  

$41001PVCER 
An4014 	hil wife 	 1 
Francisco, his soni 1 yr.old 
. Personal Property  
Cattle 	 20 
Horsei: " 	 1 

Another Family 
Jtiaw:EROMP$ZOPE' 	 1. 

Serafino;ESMIT4 his wife 	1 
Cl 

mal5IrTITRa-,. 14 yrs. old 
Servant Carlo*, 32 yrs. old 	 1 

PersonOl. Property  
200 

Rorsei 	 6 
Another Family 

JuanEROMDREQUE: 	 1 
Rosalie APSER, his Wife 	1  

Carried Forward 	10 10 16 10 	1 	1 •.673 	14 
Children:  

Francisco, 6 yrs. old 	 1 
Eram, 5. yrs, old 	 1 
Ricardo, 4 yrs. old 	 1 
Serafina, 3 yrs. old 	 1 
Juan. one yr. and 6 mos. 	 1 
Maria, 11 mos. old 	 1 

6 

Servant, Frillo LAMDREY 
Another Family  

Santiago MEGLAFAM 	 1 
Maria MANTA, his wife 	 1 
Children 

Ani,-11-77Fs. old 	 1 
Beatriz, 6 yrs. old 	 1 
Matilde, 4 yrs. old 	 2. 

e ›- 	Francisco, 3 yrs. old 	 1 cC 	 Antonio, 2 yrs. old 	1  

CO 
o 4c 	 TOTAL 	10 10 22 13 2 1 673 	14 
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Camp at Orcoquisac, November 1, 1807. 
eC 
‹c 	 Geronimo de HERRERA (Rubric) 
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ource: 	Bdxar Archives, Barker History Center, University w - 

= CC 03 Li: 	 of Texas at Austin. 
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	 Leal, Carmela, translator, Census reports of Texas  Z  
1807-1836. (The Institute of Texan Cultures, 
Ingmire, 1984, San Antonio) 

Remarks 
The Families of. Pedro FRUCHEB-i33-Francisco MERCANTEL, who were 

here, were forced by ma to return to the place they came from because 
I observed they conducted themselves extremely bad. 

Daniel BOOM and his family are on their way to San Antonio de 
Bejar with a petition to settle there. 
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l{Anu.h, 3 yEt. old
P!Eron!1 ProDaatv'

caEIf
Fortct

Anotier laaliv
S.Ion. DUCER
xrgrl,r' BtlSD, hlt vlla
Fnncitco, hl! ton; I

Pcllonal Progcrtv
caEtIa
HoEs!a

, MotliGR Flnilv
Ju.n': EnOlDItEouE
Sdraltna i Estltfr his vilc

chllilrcn.nrffie' la yr!. old
slrvdnt cirlo!, 32 yrt. old

Prruonal Propcrtv
ceElF-
norsci

AJrodraa ilnl lv
Ju.n EROHDREOUE
Ro!.lIl IPSER. hlt elf.

Crrri.d EoRard
Chlldrcnrrln-ffiT 6 yEr. old

EErE, 5 yrt, olal
Rlcirato, { yar. old
s.rafinr, 3 !'rr. old
Jurn, enq ya. and 5 l!ot.
}'!ri., 1l Eor. old

Slrvtat, Frillo Itt{DRlt
Alrourar FaiLlv

Slnti.go T,EGIAAAII I
9.s1. }lll{tl, bir el!. I

oi1lds.ara-fI lirr. orilB.at!iz, 6 !,a!. olal
U!ttld!, I yrr. old
Frucltco, 3 yr!. olal
lntonlo, 2 yrt. olal

rqllI.

Ittr. pr!.lll.t o! p.atro ,"r"##"ruclrco xEncrNtlL, yho y!r.hrrr, rras forced by E to rctuan to Ur. phc! tlq, crl!. tr@ b.c!u!aI oba.sred tbcy conductld qeusolvcl crtrloclv bad-.
Dcrr1.l Booll lnd hlr !!.Ell,y ars on thrlr iay to Su tntonlo d.8.r.! vlth a t€tttlon to r.ttla tll.!a.

Ca.Bp !t Orcogulslc, f,ovcEb.r l, !,807.
c.roalE dl. ERRERI (Rubslct

Bexar-Archlves, Barker lllstory Center, Universityof Texas at Austin.
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Lea], CarmeIa, translator, Census reports of Texas
of Texan Cultures,1807-1 835

Ing:mif e, 1984, San Antonio)
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