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ABSTRACT

'The Liberty County Historical Commission initiated a
project to gather historical and archeological information
about  the historic site of Atascosito Post, an early 19th
century Spanish military post located at Atascosito Springs,
that might be useful for determining elgibility of the site
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.
. They:idetermined that archeological site 41 LB 16, previously

located* and - reported on the Woods' Springs Farm property,
might contain significant cultural resources in the form of
archeological deposits that would relate to Atascosito Post,
andialso to the homesite of a prominent early Anglo-American
settler; : George Orr, who served the area as alcalde for the
Mexican: Government. . -

- .'The . commission undertook an extensive archeological
survey and -limited testing of the 45 acre Woods'' Springs
Farm property, and received  a Department of Interior,
National Park Service, Historic Preservation Grant through
the:: Texas  Historical Commission for matching funds to
conduct the study. .

.+ The work was performed for the Liberty County
Historical Commission. William Louis Fullen, of Texas Heri-
tage - Services, ~served . as archeologist and -principal
investigator for the project. Jean L. Epperson, of Texana
Heritage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote
the historical section of the report. Thirty-one volunteer
workers assisted in carrying out the field and laboratory
tasks. Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Liberty County
Historical Commission, served as administrator for the
project and coordinated the project with Nancy Kenmotsu,
Archeologist with the Texas Historical Commission.

The investigations included a thorough archival and
literature search, and an analysis of the artifacts gathered
in 1987 and of the aerial photographs of the study area.
Field work was confined to the Woods' Springs Farm property
and included an archeological reconnalilssance, the
construction of a map of the structures on the property, a
pedestrian survey of the property and stratigraphic testing.

No major limitations were encountered during the study,
During the pedestrian survey 2 areas were identified that
might contain significant cultural resources. After
excavating 37 stratigraphic tests in the area most likely to
contain evidence of an early Anglo-American occupation, a

second area was tested with 22 excavation units, where 2

small glass beads were found on the surface along with
Indian ceramics.

Both areas were composed of sandy solls that were
severely mixed by the repeated burrowing of pocket gophers.
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No clear cultural stratigraphy could be discerned in either
area. No evidence of a Spanish occupation was found in
either area. - ;

Area A, near the modern barns and tool shed on the west
end of the ‘property, contained evidence of both Indian and
Anglo-American occupations. The George Orr homesite might
be present 1n the vicinity of the barns south of the area
tested, - but sufficient evidence was not found to: -nominate
the site to the National Register of Historig Places. :

Area B, east of the barns, contained few historic
artifacts, but more Indian ceramics than area A. No
historic artifacts were found that would indicate a historic
Indian occupation other than the 2 glass beads found on the
surface.

A State Of Texas Archeological Site Report was filed
with the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory, and the
records - and collections were placed at the Sam Houston
Régional Library and Research Center at Liberty, Texas.

- Recommendations were made to conserve the cultural
resocurces on the Woods' Springs Farm " property.
Recommendations were also made for further historical and
archeological research concerning the Atascosito Post and
the George Orr homesite.
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