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ABSTRACT 

The Liberty County Historical Commission initiated a 
project to gather historical and archeological information 
about the historic site of Atascosito Post, an early 19th 
century SpaIlish military post located at Atascosito Springs, 
that_might be useful for 'determining elgibility of the site 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
TheT determined that archeological site 41 LB 16, previously 
located' and reported on the Woods' Springs Farm property, 
might contain significant cultural resources in the form of 
archeological deposits that would relate to Atascosito Post, 
andalso to the homesite of a prominent early Anglo-American 
settler, George Orr, who served the area as alcalde for the 
Meitican. Government. 

The commission undertook an extensive archeological 
survey and limited testing of the 45 acre Woods' Springs 
Farm property, and received a Department of Interior, 
National Park Service, Historic Preservation Grant through 
the -Texas Historical Commission for matching funds to 
conduct the study. 

The work was performed for the Liberty County 
Historical Commission. William Louis Fullen, of Texas Heri-
tage Services, served as archeologist and -principal 
investigator for the project. 	Jean L. Epperson, of Texana 
Heritage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote 
the historical section of the report. Thirty-one volunteer 
workers assisted in carrying out the field and laboratory 
tasks. Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Liberty County 
Historical Commission, served as administrator for the 
project and coordinated the project with Nancy Kenmotsu, 
Archeologist with the Texas Historical Commission. 

The investigations included a thorough archival and 
literature search, and an analysis of the artifacts gathered 
in 1987 and of the aerial photographs of the study area. 
Field work was confined to the Woods' Springs Farm property 

	

>- 	 and included an archeological reconnaissance, the 

	

cc 	 construction of a map of the structures on the property, a •=c 
pedestrian survey of the property and stratigraphic testing. co 

ZJ- 
No major limitations were encountered during the study. < cc During the pedestrian survey 2 areas were identified that 

	

0 I-- Cr) 	might contain significant cultural resources. 	After co 

	

LU 	 excavating 37 stratigraphic tests in the area most likely to cc 
= 	contain evidence of an early Anglo-American occupation, a 
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second area was tested with 22 excavation units, where 2 

	

M >c 	small glass beads were found on the surface along with  f-- 

	

= 	 Indian ceramics. x ?- 
a: ac cD r- CO CC 

	

MCI d LLI 	 Both areas were composed of sandy soils that were 
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< a: -I 	severely mixed by the repeated burrowing of pocket gophers. 
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. ABSTRACT

The Liberty County Hlstorlcal CommLssion inltlated aproject to gather hlstorlcaL and archeological lnformation
about the'hlstorlc site of AtascoEito Post, an early 19th
century' sbahtsh milltary post located at AtaEcosito Springs,
thai:'mlght be useful for 'deteninining elgiblllty of the siti
for nomLnatlon to the Natlonal Reqlster of ElstorLc plaqeq.
Thayr', det,ermined that ar
lbeatadi dnd reported on the Woods t Sprlngs Farir -property,
nlght contaln slgnlficant cultural resources ln the form of
argheological_ deposlts that srould relate to Atascosito Post,
andJ.atrso'to the homeslte of a prominent early Anglo-funerican
settlei,rr George orr, who servad the area as alc;Ide for ihe
Me:ticani Government.

The commlssion undertook an extensive archeological
survey and llmited testlng of the 45 acre Woods r t spii"gtFarm property; and recelved. a Departrnent of Int-rJ.or,
Nattonal Fark Servlce, ElstorLc Preservation Grant through
the.- Texas ElEtorical Commlsslon for matchJ.ng funds to
conduct the study.

. The work waa performed for the Liberty CountyHletorlcal Commlsslon. YIllllam Louls Fullen, of Texas Eerl-tage Services, served as archeologlst. and -prlncipal
l_nvestigator for the project. Jean L. Epperson, 6f texinaIleritage services, conducted the archlval ilsearch and wrotethe hlstorical section of the report. Thirty-one volunteerworkers assisted in- carrying ouf the fietcl ind laboratorytasks. Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Liberty Count!Eistorlcal Commisslon, served as adminlstrator for thepro-ject qnd coordinated the proJect wlth Nancy l(enmotsu,Archeologist wlth the Texas Hl;to;ical Commissioi.

tlr. investigatlons lncluded a thorough archlval andrlterature search, and an analysls of the aitifacts gatheredin -1987 and of the aerial photographs of the studf iiea.Fleld work was conflned to tire wo6dsi iprings rarm irop-rtyand lncruded an archeologlcal riconiirslarr""l----[tr.constructlon of a map of the structures on the propeity, apedestrlan survey of the property and stratigr"i,tiE-[e3[f"g.
No maJor llmitations nere encountered during the study.Durlng the pedestrlan survey 2 areas were tden[ifled thetmlght contaln slgnificant' curEuiir' resources. - - - ai[e.excavatlng 37 stratigraphlc tests ln the area most llkely tocontaln evidence of-an-early englo_emerlcan occupation, asecond area was tested wlt[r 22-excaviEfo"--"nft;;--;h;;6 2small glass beads were found on the surface along wlthIndian ceranlcs .
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Both areas
severely mlxed _ vrere composed of sandy solls that wereby the repeated burrowlng of pocket gophers.
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No clear cultural stratigraphy could be discerned in either 
area. No evidence of a Spanish occupation was found in 
either area. 

Area A# .near the modern barns and tool shed on the west 
end of the property, contained evidence of both Indian and 
Anglo-American occupations. The George Orr homesite might 
be present in the vicinity of the barns south of the area 
tested, but sufficient evidence was not found to nominate 
the site to the National Register of Historic, Places. 

Area B, east of the barns, contained few historic 
artifacts, but more Indian ceramics than area A. No 
historic artifacts were found that would indicate a historic 
Indian occupation other than the 2 glass beads found on the 
surface. 

A State Of Texas Archeological Site Report was filed 
with the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory, and the 
records.. and collections were placed at the Sam' Houston 
Regional Library and Research Center at Liberty, TexaS. 

Recommendations were made to conserve the cultural 
resources on the Woods' Springs Farm property. 
Recommendations were also made for further historical and 
archeological research concerning the Atascosito Post and 
the George Orr homesite. 
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No clear cultural stratlgraphy could be dLscerned ln eLther
area. No evLdence of a Spanish occupatlon was found ln
elther area.

Area A7 near the modern barns and tool shed on the west
end of the 'property, contained evidence of both Indian and
Anglo-Anerlcan occupatlons. The ceorge Orr homesite mlght
be present ln the viclnity of the barns south of the area
tested, but sufficLent evldence was not found to nomlnate
the slte to the Natlonal Reqlster of ElEtorllP1aces.

Area B, east of the barns, contalned few hlstoric
artj.facts, but more Indian ceramlcs than area A. No
historlc artlfacts were found that would indicate a hlstoric
fndlan occupatJ.on other than the 2 glass beads found on the
surface.

A State Of Texas Archeologlcal Slte Report rras fllecl
wlth the fexas Archeological Research Laboratory, and the
records and collectLons were placed at the Sam Houston
Regl.onal Llbrary and Research Center at Llberty, Texas.

Recommendations rrere nade to conserve the cultural
resources on the woods' sprlngs Farm 'property.
RecommendationE rdere also made for further hlstorLca1 and
archeological research concernLng the Atascoslto Post and
the George Orr homeslte.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

The Liberty County Historical Commission initiated a 
project totgather historical and archeological information 
about the historic site of Atascosito Post, an early 19th 
century Spanish military post located at Atascosito Springs, 
that might be useful for determining elgibility of the site 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
They determined that archeological site 41 LB 16, previously 
located and reported on the Woods' Springs Farm property, 
might contain significant cultural resources in the form of 
archeological deposits that would relate to the historic 
site of Atascosito Post, and also to the homesite of a 
prominent early Anglo-American settler, George Orr, who 
served the area as alcalde for the Mexican Government. 

The commission undertook an extensive archeological 
survey and limited testing of the 45 acre Woods' Springs 
Farm property, and received a Department of Interior, 
National Park Service, Historic Preservation Grant, 
Atascosito Survey, Liberty County, Texas (HPF, G3), for 
matching funds to conduct the study. The work was carried 
out by the Liberty County Historical Commission under 
Archeological Survey Agreement Contract No. THC-008-28 with 
the Texas Historical Commission. 	The cultural resource 
management information is to be utilized by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and the U. S. Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service for a determination of 
elgibility for nomination of properties to the National  
Register of Historic Places. 

The work was performed for the Liberty County 
Historical Commission under the technical supervision of the 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer of the Texas 
Historical Commission. 	William Louis Fullen, of Texas 
Heritage Services, served as archeologist and principal 

›- 	 investigator for the project. 	Jean L. Epperson, of Texana 
cc 	 Heritage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote m the history section of the report. 	Thirty-one volunteer  
=1 	 workers assisted in carrying out the field and laboratory 

tasks. 	Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Liberty County 
CD Historical Commission, served as administrator for the LI1 	1-- 

C) I- Cr/ 	project and coordinated the project with Nancy Kenmotsu, 
w - U, 	Archeologist with the Texas Historical Commission. 
CC C") 	1*"" 

c)  
2! 

o
=  U.)  Initial data collection work began on January 2, 1988,  ti cc  
•CC X 	and was completed on April 11, 1988. Initial data collection 

o 
L1.1 (j) required 62 person-days. Cataloging and analysis of records 

= cc Di—  co = 
?- 

and artifacts began on April 14, 1988, and was completed on 

a c=I 

	

	April 25, 1988. Cataloging and analysis required 22 person- 
a z cc' 
cn a ra: 	days. 	Reporting began on April 26, 1988, and the final 

report was completed on July 10, 1988. Reporting required 
13 person-days. Adult volunteers contributed 58 person-days 
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'!4ANAGEMENT SUMMARY

The Llberty county Ilistorical Conmlssion initlated a
project- to'-gather hlstorical and archeological informatlon
;;ia- the historlc slte of Atascosito Post, an early .19th
EEi["rv-sp"nrlu mrtttary post located at Atascosito springs,
titii--i,rsiii be useful for- determlnlne elstlllltt "f the site
ioi -.ro.fnition to the Natlonal ReqLster of lllstorlc Placeg'
They determined that arEheological site 41 LB 16, Previousry
io"'"t.a and reported on the $IoodE' sprlngs Farm ProPerty'
rofsht-co"t"in signiftcant cultural resources In the form of
;;;il;"iai;ir -tl5posrts that would relate to the hlstorlc
sft" of- Atascosito Post, and also to the homesite of a
prominent early Anglo-Amerlcan. - settler, George oft, who
-Eerved the area as alcalde for the Mexlcan Government.

The commlssion undertook an extenslve archeologlcal
survey and llmlted testing of the 45 acre Woods' Sprlngs
Farm property, and recelved a Departnent of Interior,
ttationll - paif Service, Historic Preservation Grant,
AtascoElto survey, Ltb6rty County, Texas (HPF, G3), for
matchlng funds to conduct the study. The lrork was carrled
out by the Llberty county Elstorical commlssion under
Archeoiogical Survey Agreement contract No. THC-008-28 wlth
the texis HLstorlcal Comml'sslon. The cultural resource
management j.nformatlon ls to be utlllzed by the State
iist6rtc Pieservation offlcer and the U. S. Departtnent of
the Interlor, National Park Servlce for a determlnation of
elqibillty ior nomlnation of propertles to the National
Reoister of Elstoric Places .

The work vras perforned for the Liberty County
Hlstorical commission under the technical supervislon of the
Deputy State Historic Preservatlon Offlcer of the Texas
Illstorlcal Commission. wllIIam Louls Fullen, of Texas
Ileritage Services, served as archeologist and principal
investlgator for the project. ifean L. Epperson, of Texana
Heritage Services, conducted the archival research and wrote
the history section of the report. Thirty-one volunteer
workers asslsted in carryLng out the field and laboratory
tasks. Sandra Pickett, Chairman of the Llberty County
Historlcal conmisslon, served as administrator for the
project and coordl-nated the proJect with Nancy Kenmotsu,
Archeologist with the Texas Historical Commission.

Inltial data cotlectlon work began on January 2, i.988,
and was completed on Aprll 11, 1988. Initial data collection
requlred 62 person-dayl . Cataloglng and analysls of records
and artlfacts began on Aprl1 14, 1988, and was completed on
April 25, 1988. Cataloglng and analysis required 22 person-
days. Reporting began on Aprll 25, 1988, and the final
report wai completed on ,f,uly 10, 1988. Reportlng required
13 person-days. Adult volunteers contrlbutecl 58 person-days

I

l
l
l
ll

ll

I

I

cc
G,
co

=J4g o
OF (ogE EEi bz-^ F\
PEor
@fiaEdffix>*4cocE

?9oEu)<.d)

vil




















































































































































































